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FE” - F, Drawn from God. , 

> Thheching up of-his Fewels, 

2. The withdrawing his xl 

"= 3. His croſſing the conrſe of Nature. 

4e A gradual beginuing of Tudgment, 

5 . T he jount-cryes of the Prophers, 

' * *,2. Drawn from Man. 

1. Whey Sin is on the thriving hand, 

2. hen Gods worſhip is prophaned, 

3. Whee Profeſſors loſe theireal. 

4. When Charit J among brethren ifdying. ! 

5. When ſolemn FRongie-Fro hog. lies 

' * nrepented of, * 

6, W oe thoſe fans » for which God hank Fae 
kev up the C Cord ie, are*'not reef, 
+woved. :4 +300 

2,” How far we our felveg"sre-bnder the Sym- 
toms, .or ſh okes of this Rod. — 
by the fore-mentioned Symproms.. * .'* 

7a DoR. 1. proved by Argunithts:. 

"» '* 1, *'T1S the beſt way Fo pres) the ®oming . 

, | af the Rod, 

FE - 2. 1r--will arns thee for thi Conolng: ef the 

EE  - Rod, "y 

—— 3- It will argue thy care fo pleaſe G ad. 

Uſe x, T his reproves, 

' 1, Such as will pat acknonedge Gel 

the Rod, | 


$,'& 
% 


{ 


2, "I's bis Souereigns : 
3. In bis Fuſtice. ” : 
W In bis ends. 
= Such as will believe no ya than they 

feel. 
3. Such as slight any thing mhereby God | ma- 
 vifefts his diſpleaſure. 
Liſe, 2- T his exhorts, To fit down and count -_ 
what it may coft to ger to H: aVen. \ 
44>: Motives. » 
T, within a few moments more, all the - 
merry dayes of the wicked, and all 
the [ad hours of the righteous, ſhall be + 
over, 
2. The perſevering Chriſtian, is the only 
s bleſſed Chriſtiar. _ —_ 
3. As tall (tdirs as thou art, have fallen, + 3 
and are daily falling. 6 
. Is there not enough in Bell, to ſoure all 5 
thy preſent Comforts ? and enough in 
Heaven, to (weeten all thy preſent 
CroſSes ? 
Directions, 
| r. Take heed of over-prizing the world. 
4 Þ 2. Clear np thy aſsurance of Gods good- 
; will tothee. | 
3. Examine and prove the frength. of thy 
Graces. 
DoR, 2. proved, That they arc Rds, and but 
» Rods. . 
I. They are ſo called in S:reptare. 
C4 2, God 


s *43 


vw 4 


_-— 


£ : 
a. 2 Wh 
73 v9 ' 
1% Ps 
Go 


=” 4) #* 
*: ny So 
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Rod yew ONE OS hy 
Demonſtrated what Rods yo are,” ; 
. Tn chemſelves; they ma , be, 


I. 1. Sharp rods, 
} 2, Long rods, by 

I; Strong rods, | þ 
& ; 2.Wuh Relation to onr Sins ; 5 they are, 
= - :  - 1, Short yods. | 
if _.2.Light rods, ' - 
"20 3. Wit reſpeft to Gods ends in Gn they 
"a are, 


'.. \-Þ, Teaching rods, 
bs 1s Epabliſhing rods, 
3. Comforting rods, 
"4, Feeding rods, . 
F. Improving rods, 
Uſe r, "This informs, The wicked, are PE, 
ved, ; | 
1. Tuthemſelves. "I OLA BT 
'2..1n the people of C God, 
ſe 2, This exhorrs Lec the people of God 
"> - then, 
* 5P T, Bear the rod, 
- 2, Kiſs the rod, 
3. Improve the rod. | 
_ple3e: This comforts the Afiicted: childg1 of 


= God, 
"4:08 '£ It proves thur Adoption, | | 
ef wr 3 3. It ſeals yo their Portion, 4.21 EL 
Ss, 7 *, 3. It works for thei Good, 0 | 
- © 6 3. 8c. fn 


E 1-; T pro rod $7; es Cy 


Ain provd. _. | 8 
1. Fo glorifie his Atribaes, © v”,- _ 
2, To reach bis Ends, © "xD ' 

For the, underſtanding this Voice, i is Þ 


premiſed, | 
0. when God ſpeaks to us-by his Rod; be 
ſpeaks as torational Creatures. 
| 2.We muſt examine C onſcience by the word 
7 of God. 
-. 3. Though the Rod my be genetal, yet the 
Voce a5 particular, | 
4. we muſtgo to God tointerpret if t0 We. - 
The Voice of the Rod in general, | 
1. It calls on us to awake; and conſider; 
1. Onr Spiritual Eſtate and Relation. 
-j|. 2. Onur wajes and carriage toward God, 
1, Oar Sins, with their Aggravationss 
1. S1ns of Nature. 
2. Sins of Omiſſias., 
if: © 3) Sinsof Commiſſion, 


th CO, 2, RM 
1.'The Prigciple of thew. | EY 
2, The Rule of them. t : bd. _ 
3+ The Ends of thew. » "oy 
f 3» Qur\Grapes, oy 3 
| - 1. The truthof them,” . _ 
'2 The gromth of them. x! 


: ©. J; Gods wayes, and carriage towards us} 
| 4 What he aims of in us, and expelly > 
= from "de. % 

* | o alt 


"- br Obes.” 
3: It calls wsto bemiliar] on. 
4. Yoſtir up our ſelves to lay hold on God. 
1] 5. Torenew onr Covenant with God, © 
Ee 6. For ſomething Pxtraordinary. 
bi The Voice of this Rod in ſpecial. 
1.:To the.Church, and People of God, aud 
*. Ls therein, 
A 11 x, To the Angels, or Miniſters of it, 
. 2+ To the particular Societies of it. 
©. 1, What rngaged you” in [ſmch a S0- 
ciety 2. 
4 n, What hath been your carriage under 
ſuch a Relation, 
1; Towards your Teachers and nas 
Pers. | 
z: "Towards one anot hey. 

" Towards them that ave wihour. 
"To 3. To the Individgal Members of this 
6 | church. 

= 1. How have you rawprod 'd” your Ta- 
lents ? 
+,” Have you conf erred: whe they 
are? kVN.1 LE 
; 2. whoſe they are 7 
3. hy intruſted with you. 
4. hat hath been your! eſteem of 
them? 

5. hat bath been our "care about 

Few - them?” y 
6, what 


ws, 5: 


i NC 
o , © YOU. 


RE 3-5 
ul 


I. Yo our TING whit i. the» more pre 
ciow, berauſe, > \ .- 

I. 'Tis borrowed tim. wo 2 
__ Whrt: | =, 

3, 'Tis uncertain. *s 
I 4. 'Tes the time' of © 6 oy: 'Pati- 2 
en6e. 7,» 


bn” 
RE 


5. Tx the time o ohr Pijite: 
tion. 
. 6, 'Tis a determined, ſet time. 


2, Your Parts and Gifts, © 
T. How low are they' of what they 
might have been d © 


: 2, How. little bark" God had EN F 


$ 
them? ” , "7 
3, Your G races, | | . 44M 


Us 4s Your Pitties, 
. 5. Ho C ompany.” 


6. Your Priviledges,” 


1, Temporal. "18.99 
1. Health, I) TIS 
2. Peace, «4.5L, | _ 
«Plenty. WEI vi _ 
2, Spiroruat : and theſt are; 
| # External. 
1. Our Miniſtry. 
2, The Sacraments, 
5 3. Good Bookg. on * 
2, Internal. Dads $12 0 BY 4 ® Wo 


1,C onviftionss 


b-” —_—_X” bn 
LS $ Toxr Relations, 
2. How have you kept your Watch ? 
In a good Watchman there muſt be, 
rs þ "Diſcretion, 
b 3. (onrage. | | 
E..: - 3. Vigulancy, rag R 
5M 4. Faithfulneſ. | | 
What we are to wacch for. ; ve's rooey;) 
1. For Gods Glory, 
© 2 R#rm 2. For onr.own Saluation! © ord 
Y 4 And in order to both theſe, 
oF -.'* 1. Forthetrord of God, _ 
ES” z. For the Spirit of God.” þ 
ES; 1. The Teachings of it. , . 
| 44g 2: The Duckntngs of i tt, has 7 | 
Po þ __ or Ea opportunities of doing, or recets 
ng good. Te: 
What wi we are to watch 223joh, | 
IT, Apainſt S1w, . I 
1. In the Fountain of x gy: 1 A 
, 2. In the Afts of i We 0 | 
3: I» the Temptations to-it. 
4. In the occaſions of FemppPapiens, 
2. Againſt Satan, 7 
Ze feat Self. 7 , - 
_ I. Self-application, 
Wh, | . Self-relyance. _ © 
= - 3.$8 elf-attribution, 


T4 


SR OCEEINESS > 2 7 


4 4 be Worl 
"#8 © Hcg inf the Porld. ”Y 
5 7 NE of he 
3. The hopes of the warld. 
4: The Seorns of the rh 
5. The Perſecutions of the world. 
6. The (ares of the world, 
5: Againſt Death. 
Reaſons, T. Becauſe they are Enemies: 
2. CMortal Enemies. 
3, Spiritual Enemies. 
4. ( onſtant Enemies. 
5, Al ghty Enemies, BI I 
2; ' Tothe Enemies of God. | *.c3,... 
I, It aſcures them,that they are miſhe- .. <1 
ken in Gad, "$2 
1. In his Holineſs. Es 
2, In his Taft: CE, 
3. Tn his Mercy. 
In bis Patience, 
5.1n bis delight in, and care of, bis 
People. We 
6. In his plorions Title of M:aring a 
Prayer. Wh 
7. In his Ends and deſigns. 
2 It calls on them, to conſider ; and, on 
Conſideration, to repent. 
3. It tells them, that the Dregs of the 
; Cup are like to come to their 


-+:700 


y fave, % 
"It aff ures them, that God will be. ' ,* 
. Poo hard for them. | +40 


: par a meanin of " 
ol port Rod. ; 2 
Motives to 'S Tie an excellent way to gain 
the Darcy... HY the Rod, 
. Tis 4 notable courſe eto maks | 
"2 yoke eaſie. | 
- 3+ 719 4 ſpecial means to I 
prove Experience, 
4. *7is the only way to have the 
Aﬀiton removed, with ad. 
| | . advantaged | 
The Rules, / 1. C onfider, "what were thy laſt 
; * . miſcarriages? 
2. What are the erultations of 
Conference ? | 
3. Sometimes the puniſhment 
bears ſome 6 Me to 
the ne 
4. It may be God offlifts for 
prevention. 
5. What is thy pati ence under the 
rod ? 
'G. 1t may be God 14 but trying. 
of thee, _ . . | 
7. Go, ayd atk, it of God by 
Prayer, * 
E 1. This informs of a threefold Miſtake, 
r. Such as queſtion GodglP rovides 
-» 4s Suth as transferr the' Cauſe the Rod. 


from FONFalOs. | | 
3. Such 


0 


SE I. if you will wot hav: the Red, you © 
ſhall feel the Rod. © © © 

'} Motiv. H2. If you will thus bear it , you 
Fi JJ ſhall be ſure of firength to bear 


#, 


$7 © 36: 
£ S 


[|] viſe 3. | 
of Exam, 1. Tur ends in deſiring the removal _ © 
; £7 the Rod, F. "*< 
a 2. hat good the Rod hathwrought on 
you. 
Ule 4. ' 
Lament, 1. That we ſhould thus provoke God. 
| 2. That we are no more ſenſible of it. & 
' 3. Lament your poor poſterities, =— © 


br, = 


_— "8 
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{ Gol's Controverlie, pleaded w! 
8 ING | 


Ls 


| Pleſdme 6, Me wy way of In 
| du@tion's onely of. as 1 _—_ 7 


RES conceive neceſfar Frogr 
pt: in ſo plain and ju Inipor Int 2 Con-) 
" Ye ſeems that God hid ther « $ rear 
fie- with his People, which he fires 
in his & behalf,” 
he Moni 


be age int we, «ks what Clegg 


doth God beer with them ! E | 
_ doth his bowels yearn. upon them') O my People l 
Though they be a foful Peapls, yet they are we 
peo le. | 
nd chis is one JiAeguihing priviledge, nd 
fingular Comfort of the people of -God ; Theugl'Y 
he.do corre@hem, yet he will not cat. them off 
though .hegay d:freſs them, yer he will nor di-Þ 
' warce them: What have I done weto thee ? and 
" wherein have [mearied thee ? reftific againſt Mee. 
.© O che wondez full condeſccntion of the great-Gog 3. 
© © how, pathetically, familiarly, convincingly doth 
he expoſtulate with his children ? What” hav1 - 
done nets thee ? wherein: have [ wearied thee i 
pivot, What tmguity have your F athers found in me} 
+ have I bees a wildernf arts Tſracl ? 4 land of 
darkneſs > what can you charge: me with 2 Jet us 
hear 1 RK: reftifie agarnft me, Ver. 4. 1 brought 
= thee out of the land of Egypt, and. redeemed in 
 <R 9s "the houſe of ſervants, and 1 ſent before th 
BE . * Moſes, Aaron, and Miriam, And is this chi N 
wrong you comphain,of ? hath my patience, m 
 goodnels; By mercy, my, wiſdom, my wes, ks; 
(which haye ever ſtood epgaged for you.) abuſed e 
. £1 ver-g. O my people |. remamber now what. 
53 I, of. Moab conſulted;and-what Balan 
cor. anſwired him from. S hirtine wn 


wore the rapes: chef 
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ws 5:5 


1” foo wax WC Rn 
" Wo Rad ERP oo. "OTE 
oF wy, M Iſs 


«RET. Ear 


yoking unkindneſs and unt INKIUINELS : AN ! 
this my unrighceouſneſs'now? and chat Wherein | 


7 


; hag. - > c 
» ST & £4 
SM - | 
* p A " a . 
y IS. n - s *, 7 } 
EONS 0 y a + 


] have weatied you ? 


next place we have their" ſtrange Reply : yer. 6, 
Wherewith ſhall 1 come before the Lofd, and bow 


: ; Matth,15.24. I knew thee that thog art" an hard. - 


£ 
i 


nan, reaping where thou haſt net ſawn, 4.4, Why, 


Fo 


0 


F£3 


i. 


> 
8 was” 


F 2-4 
P35 A 
; We 03 


þ S © .* i 
= Be a 
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«#e. 


God having thus juſtified} himſelf,” their owh © = 
conſcience and experience being wineſs ; Th the © EY 


my ſelf before the hjgh God See the frowardnels' 
Hand fooliſhneſs of rkcir anſwer 4 much” like the . ©," 8 
language of that wicked and Nothful ſervant; — 7 E 


v»# 


OR OF; 
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| 7. mix ir onal 
| Immol ations. jo; a aflons with Gods Inv 
Hitutbont.. -ButI muſt nor Sa here. 
See no wn. how: mildly :Gaqd replies 2 again, V. x 
He haih-ſhemed thee, Oo Man, what - 15 "good, and 
wh it dath the Lord require: of, thet, but to do juſt. 
"2 dy; and to love mercy, "aud to walk humbly with: 
- thy Gd + Theſe words contain bo:h the Tables of 
a, oro] gury and theretore he ſayes, ke hath ſheng 
588 ed thee on vu g00d, what 4s fimplys per  J&! 
WET xat "Hoxonny. or. morally, good. 'Tis truc, Sacrifice 
b-; hn 3nd 'Ceremonis were.go 3d intra ſuam ;ſpb CY Ay 
| 8 if obſcryed and: nevfoumed according 10 chein.dts 
"4 BE, ving In{trucions ; good, pro Fempore, & virtate 
oþ.23-2.5: mnt + bur not virtwte proprie varurg. Theſe 
19s ought to have done, and not to leave.tbe; 
Therefore» the Lerds voice cryeth i 
ty by Gity, Hear ye the Rod, &'6- God 14 
theſegwa 8 orcac,, ſtandms, viſible Ordinanc%, 1 
reclaim his people, his: rvords and his Rod * and] 
one of -cheſe wilk not. do. tbe! other 1 x 
n 1s. the care of, our heaven'F Father, that, " 
wil not. loſe a "hoof or a hatr of hischildren, W Nat; 
eyer 3 coſt him cr.chew. ;;.f "Y as way will 
nor ſc d-us to ſhoar, his rovghes RRoxms 1am 4 
gp Lords tone op eth unto the (ity,- == BuY « 
he Ciry.s the xeppeſcntay 
tive; head: of the ole Political body, therefore 
he. voice isdiredte Eh Ciry'5 a in-our com 


"won, ape they yoley: 4s. Anton 5%, 


Winct'y 2bous #. A id'by this means'h oft 
m the tranſereffion. "The « :ty hath uſvally che - 
faireſt advancages Ay ericouragernetits to ſerye” 
and worſhip God, and'to promote the beatt- 
ty and power of, godlineſs, 4." Citres are apt 
to' look big upon« > theſps own fireneth,, riche 

and fortifications; therefore the (ity is alarm\ 

by name, that they may know that their fig- leaves 
will not hide their guilc, nor ſecure” their peace a- 
_ the Rrokes and ſreneth of the Lotds Rod. 


"eArnd the man of wiſdons ſhall ſee thy Name. : Wn Kin 


Ineed nor, I (hall nor acquaing: you. with all the 
Verfons of this Phraſe ; And thy name"ſhall [ee 
what it #s, lay ſome Tranflatiens, ( nan quod res 
eft videt nomen tuum. Beza,) #% new PoCopttm 
5: bud 6vi3, Septuag, The ſcrople deſerves 
not many words - among many varying cranſla- 
tloniy the ſenſe comes. near to-one. Thy N 
thi ns is ſpoken by a etonymia Adjuntty ,” | ; 

p or perſon named, a yery comnion 26d uſual 
"a in Scripture ; andre hach relation "by a. 

Mu eatro perſone, unto the Perſon expreſt-in the 

Y ” dent clauſe, The Lords: voice ergeth, >. And 
he man of wiſdome ſhall ſte, n inpe tvri; The 
3 of wiſdom, The word lienifies, as i} ec Lear= 

76; Auth ſubantial wiſdom; therefore Beza," 

quod res oft: The truly, TubBiancially” wiſe, the 

dly man, ſhall ſee, ſibmir to, and;.rremble ac” 
hy y great Name: eco T6 boljies o, '$o that yor: 


wy take the mards,.cither 29'2 3 oras a” 
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doin, 
x7 


be onely wiſe courly 
ang ara of a null 
omiſe, that there ſhould be' 
ſome on TY this i Gt of wiſdome ſhould rett;. 
and for whoſe ſakes, by-conſequence, God ould 
ſhorten and make up the coniroverfie, 
"Hear ye the Red, aud who bath apprinted ; Py 
+ Theſe words are che ſfumme and tenour of the 
RD voice to the City; wherein you have, 
r. TheWarniung of the Rod, 
2, The Author of the Rod, 
Ja'the warning you haye a du:i ie, Hear ; which 
in i is taken for acknowledging, ſubmit» 
$, or oveying:' With the Author you have the: 
c tive decree, or determination ; who hath, 
"appointed it ? Wo 
From this Analys we may obſerve, .. 
©Eirſt, fromthe Scope; | 
Thetmbes a People or Perſon are come to reſtung 
In the external aud ceremonions part of \duties 4 ! 


: ordinances, it 25 time for God Fo take up Fj | 
+ This was the. caſe here, Wherewith ſhall 1 ca 


before the Lord, and bow my ſelf befare the high®- 
God? ſhall 1 rome before him with burnt-offerin 4 w2] 
with calues of a year. old > which argues their. 

reſting here, andithar cheir Relig! | 


er principle goraim than theſe # 


therefore hear yetherad. 

; 2, From the leading words of my Text,” 

Lordimouce eryeth unto the Cit, Obſerve, . 
That the Lord:40 not wont Jo Le on 4 red. 
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or bar the | hy * Gods Miftuger:: 
os voice, ER AY I Of 
-f, From the 'words*the 
"Rod, e&-c, obſerye; f he 
"That the people of God Rigs fo b ſenpbe, not Dol 
only of the rod it ſelf, but of the fremiraiigyet > 
an approaching rod. | _ <4 RE 
That the affliftions wherewith God exerciſeth 3x E 
his prople are but rods. We 
. | That there is no affliftion cas light on the' DeR. 33+. 
people of God, without his divine horgr* and" 4 
 pporntment, = 
' That the Lirds rod is no dumb rod,” Js. 
We hall begin with the. firſt, tow the LR, | 
' That the people of Ged ought to be ſenſfble | 
'Y This) (hall fuſt provefrom Scripture, 2. _ 
'D ew you ſome tokens of an approaching izod.” 
"Þ& 3. How farr- we our ſelves are under the (yn _ © = 
"| "<p and trokes of che rod, 4. Shall eyince the "$2 
F, pure by Arguments. 5 . Applyir bri ly. ; a 
x, For Scriptures, ſee #:; 3.7;$, 10, What', © 
| & a fad complaint does GoTtake'upoyer Fudah'qh + ©# 
( [| "this very account ? when for all thecauſer mhere- "- , 
#1 "by backsliding Iſrael commuted Adulteryg 1 had:e.f 
WE -.p4t ber away, and given ber 4 bill of divorce, Jer - FF Ne W* 
© ber treacherous fiſter Tudab feared not, but wewe -. | - 6h 
i 


vl 
” "4 


O »h 


and played the harlot alſo, | Though God: had - j *J 
threacned them, not with words only, bue with" ©, | 0 
blows and had' ſer the legible and bloudy cha- * « ""M 

#Þ niRters of their own doom beforetheir eyes z yet 
fo "alÞ yas t r00 little to convyince-thetn of their own 


"= bo own head; he - 

ſound of Ft rumpet, and took not warn. | 

4 ing, bis Fond fra be wp him; but he that tie} 

Is" $3 ke warning ſhall Ielewer his ſoul. Pro..234'3,7 

BY The prudent man foreſgeth the evil, and hideth | 

”: 5  hmfelf; bat the {imple paſs on and are puniſhed, bf 

Fe Ineed nor heap.up witneſſes to evidence ſo ratio« + 

25,56, 9 Da! and undeniable a truth, I 

; i2, Bat. you will as "me, "Haw ſhall y We know , 

4 FS? when a rod j is coming ? .. PEE - 

| Wh he in theſe two generals, ; 
ching.may..be eahered from” God, 
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X rh By packing up of By © is/ a: at! 
tormapproaching.” The righteous 45 tak 718 
P% "9h, Fay ta\come, Ia, $7.1. When'Gad: Q.. 
i5 Packan 2 up His Jewells, inbarquing. his. Noah x: R 
| WYe0a g. away: bis Lets, it's a ſad) Omen, 
© ac-che day readfull vifiation- Is. as; 
bs. > + nd, "'T; is true as we all morcall,zt cs appointed | 
= "all men once ts dye: bug when God ſeems to carch,. L 
em -up.in haſte,” and to. gather chem. by whole, | 
hem tj 2nd that. in the miel(t of their trength I 
and ſervice; 5 this 1 is Fg ordinary Progueftich,” of, 
* approachiog Judg | 
Gods withdr awing. bi. reſen.? is another ſig ion 
# - that! he hath arod a making... When he hath ſhut © 
| himſelf up, and will not. be ſpoken with ; 1 will. 
Ky 6 Os rae s to 40 Pare tall by acknow! age 


' they will fre $a 

"caſe. with the Spoy 
| my beloved, but my beloue 
ſelf and what then ? The» 


"ih. wo. IE Wt 


1, [ 4. Pray not thou for t ple, 4 
: will not hear them 1n the time. muy he * or) 
 mefor their: trouble; ; And:chap. 14, Tt: wt Pray not.” © 
for thus people for their good; when | they” EL 

£74 not hear .their cry, $c, but 1 will confſu 

them by the /. word, bythe re A put. 

* Aence; Thenſaid, t, 4h, Lord Gad \the\ Prophets pes 
| {ay unto theme ſhall pot (ce the'{words $6... Fl "OR, 

* the Lord ſaid unto me, boththe. Prop hers. and the . Ro Y 

þ peoplerthat believe them, ſhall know TT wy ward” | + 

Wahi both rhe Flacterers 45 the Elancerd 
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+3 God; Foot the courſe wwe, is anos. 
..ther fizn chac Judgment i is haflning ::Namb,an 4 , & Fd "ſl 
we read chat Aatons Rod budded and. bloſſom med;: 3 
of bare almonds : and what > was this a dumb- 
n? No:. verie 1©, And the Lord ſaid; unto Mo- 
#7 OS: Amous Red Again. i al the Times. 
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d not che} you « What did 
"on = eons wall point at. 
#vioor himlelt argues a neceſſary 
conneQion ors fignes in the Sun, and Moon, 
"and Starrr,and upon earth diſtreſs with perplezity. 
Exh, 21, 25. And that which was here particu-'_ 
hrly incended, was afterward filly accompliſhed | 
by Tits Y - ſpafian on Jersſalem; that Abomsi= © 
_* nation sf Deſolation being uſher*d in by a multi- 
©, cudeof fins and worders,. as Chriſt had forerold, 
Weis. p Mend credible Hiftory dothabundantly certifle, 
; 3% 5b 4, A'gradual beginning, of Judgment | is ano- 
=: rher- pre ee chat the full-blow 1s coming. God : 
doth uſually ſend ſome drops, as tht Harbingers 
of the florm/'of his wrach, and'layes nor on with 
F el full might at once, leſt he ſhould cruſh us co. 
"25d picces'; burhe chides before he ftrikes, and begins. 
Pe. + "wick gentler ſtrokes, and every ſtroke calls Touder” 
= nd louderforrepentance ; as being loath'to ftrike./| 
A harder than needs he ruſt, Fir. e remoyesfrom 
{the Cherab to the threſhold, Exth, g.' 3. and; 
/* thereturns again, and reaſons the caſe, and takes ' 
notice of every weeping eye, and every ſad heart. - 
Set' a mark, upon the foreheads of the men that ) 
224 + fgb, Then from the threſhold to the cherwhims,” 
= Chap, to. 18, and' then falls a threacning and'e | 
| | promiſing ; ' Tet will T beto them as alittle ſanifu-' 
gry in the Countries where they ſhall come, Ac 
tft from the Cherwbins he A arted to the 
Mountains, chap. 17. 23. and thence he uſech - 
"the utmoſt imporruniry, if at jen by any ayer 
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ſon j prepare thee ſtuff for removis OO 
| rg a Lo kola "= =It may be vr 6 £ . 
conſider, Ch _— Ko belli, mn iſe. Many 
ſhall come in my name, nyo@ h 11 
Chrift, and ſhall deceive 
of warrs, &c. Nation shall Tr CG nations. 
- Þ -theſe are the beginning of ſorrows, Marth; 24.53» 
{ B co 8. Now the'beginning argues boch. the middle I 
. Y andtheend to ſucceed. 
5+ T he jornt cryes and warnings of the Prophets PR. 
is another ſymptom of "approaching wiſeryg,* K- 
Theſe are called Gods Watchmen, and his Seere'y. [608 ku: 
Son of man, I have made thee @ watchman unts  * (4 
the houſe of Iſrael, therefore hear the word at wh. 6. 
wouth, and give them warning from me, Ezek. %; 
17, 4 will tand ugon my watch, and-fet me pom: +þþ "MF 
the tower, to ſee-what. he will [ay wits 6, ant. 2 
what 1 thall anſwer, <'c, Rab. 2. r; Gaddodie 7 
*- uſually xeveal his purpoſe. firſt ro chem, that any ES ny 
-may. publicÞ it-unto whom it doth concern; gl 
_ therefore he adds: verſ. 2, Write the wihon, rl 
make ut plain, that he may run. that readarb it,  *. 
* We are his Ambaſſadors and Herazlds ; he is. 
wont to ſend out his Summons, and bid bartel by 
us. When thoſe Turtles which were wone to brin 
you the Olive. branch of peace, 'the glad tidings” "Zn 
ofthe Goſpel,,come with a/ſword in their mouths, - -*4 
be confidenc there is war preparing'in heaven, x 
2. Qcher grounds « of Con} jefhure are Gray 
from man, as, 
I. When fon on. thethriving hand ; God hath. 
no Able haryeſt; a harveſt of wheat, and a i 
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© . 74þ#before heowill ſen " Grace muſt | 
"41 Have irs full grow! Fo 0b'5. x6. Thow chat come 
5 -—tothy "_» ina dk like a1 a chock. of corn! 
_ commerhs in his ſeafon'+ And the harveſt of his -| 
; £2 wrath muſt be ripetoo'3 Put ye inthe Sickle, for © 
a £7 : "ths harveſt is ripe, the pre 5 # full, their wiched-. 
= = weſats great, Joel. 3. 134 So that we may con- 
= clude accord:ng to Chrifts Parable of the Fige 
5 s; 4d tree Marth. 2 4. 22. When hu branch ts yet render 
be * Ot putteth forth leaves,' ye know that Summer is | 

gb. Twas fn-that firſt opened;, the womb of 
» "milery, and *tis fin-thac ripens and-haſtens Juds- - 
mens ; Sin andſuffering have che meaſures of : heir 
" ' growch proportionable;+ as the- one ripens, ſo deth 
4 -ehe ocher £00,. Now aeder this, ye that forger 
-* Goo your. reaſuring up of-lin, is-a treaſaring ap 
+, of; Eh wato. your'ſelues againſt 'the day of Golds | 
Parch, Rojyt, 5. O that blind finners cquld-bur +” 
Tee,whazhey are: doing | 7 ophet-4s ordained of 
ud, the pile thereof is fire aud much wood.----Ifa. © 
--.3d.3 a" Every fig brings-its faggot to this ple. 
” Vile! 'did+ Perille. think what he. was/ a doing _ 
Mi .., Whine was forging the Tyrant Phalaris "his! 
on $46, curious Inftrumenc' of Cruelcy : Every/idle"word, © 
"tyery yain thought,. every negle of a'known du- ® 
w_ ty;bke ſomany Tofernal Locufls, are daily flying 
» fromthe dead carcaſe of thy heart, where they -/- 
=. >. breed; unco the hive of a ſadieternity; cruravenens 
= RN - pena; and thot ſhalt ſhorcly taſte-and ſee when” 
© ods vintageand. Buraivg-timeis come what this 
 hany is which now.ſecms fo {week in thy mouth:-// "i 

AS 2o When | | 
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her, Fer. 3.14. Hi Inſtitutions "3, 
are his Cort 1oÞ wich his Gen ones he beg i 

children unto himſelf ; and therefore the'abuf e of Y 
| his worſhip ' he juſtly calls Adutrery, and ſpiritual,” 
. Fornicacion ;- a+ violation” of Coyenants,' ana," 0 
breach of Conjugat: union : «This was'comt $5". "ol 

one principal cauſe of Gods Controverfie withihis" ., 
firſt Wife, his ancient” Spoule, and char whichhe % 
hach moſtly manifeſted his furious Jealovſic about,” 
Several Inſtances .might"be produced, but exams * 
ples of this nature are-obvious'and”occiirrent a. 

moſt everywhere in the:old Teftament.. Again,*; 
Gods Church is his Garden, "Cant. 4:72,” arid ,\ T 
garden 1ncloſed too ; he keeps it under lock, 5 Ap 96s x 4 

his own Pecaliar, be will allow no plancsherg) + oa 
Y bu thoſe of -h1s own ſerting:z: Humane Invent 44 

"Y | 0ns-apd._ Traditions of men, unſcriptural Cert 

1 Tooling nificant ligns farr-ferchrbyk he Ps 

BY 4er-keepers of this Gardeny are weeds whic 
'Y' God willroot up ; he will not have” head, 
= new-modeli'd, nor adulterated-with mansbaRard wy 
ornaments. che wrongs that are done here, are' . +538 
| facrilegious wrongs. FR 
3." When Profeſſors loſe their zeal for G4: ; 9 To "7 
: and; the' pure/and: ſtrict wayes of - God: ercanſe | 
Aniquity hall 'abound, and the love of miny (hall - . 
wax cold, Matth. 24:12. And chon ſhall alu -* 4 * 
br offended, and ſhall betray one another, and ſhalt 4.9 
hate 'one . another, ver. 10, This was ſpoken as a, © + ® 
| AE of that dee Deftrudtion wy "2 
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"0p Inpen of appt It, HY an Wiſfery. This was part of © 
Gods. "yo i Nl Epheſm, Rev,"2. 4. 
SR [ hou, haſt left thy firftr love; and what then? © 
bh Na yers. 5. Remember therefore fl rom whence thou 
RO rrfaler and repent, aud do thy firſt works, or. 
"elſe I'will come unt0 thee quickly, and will remove” 
7 Ke audleſtick, out of his plate, except thoy' ve. | 
nt; Was 'not this the-catiſe why God put away 
is own choſen Iſracl, and 'gave her a bill of 'di- 
yorce? Fer. 3.6, 8, 'Whae complaints hath-God 
F "taken up on this-very account > #/hy 5 this Pev. | 
* ple fidienimetly a'perpttual backslidmng ? Jer; 8 
_ pe. +5 And my; people are bent to butksliding fron 


{fs Hoſ, 1'T; 7. How tenderly does God ſeem to 4 
ake it 4: Thercforegif any man draw back, my ſoul 
m7 {have #0 Woof re 3 in him Heb." 10, z 8.” had 
and. general this Apoſtaſie is, "the © 
-adf ful, the more univerſal, che more oo 1 
: dyexomion of wrath it doth porrend, q 
© 4+: When charity among byethren is dying, But” 
£5 Th. if ye bite and devanr one another, take heed yt be". 
. AM not conſumed one of another, Gals. us; Diſcord 
«it Cicer; hach. a more natutal rendencyunto Tuin'than al. * ; 
z- - moſt any other fin; A houſe divided'cannor Rand, 
4 ſayes, Chriſt, and therefore. this is-onerincipat: A, 
FF ſcape.of the Commands of the Goſpel, to: beyee””: F 
and-quicken love and chatity tehing brerhren;” 
You (hall ſcare find any one ” ite in. the ew. 
 Feffoment ſo- much prefi as this : Fly this inubr' 1 
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"when God ſends ai ixix of diviGop, « 
children, and daſhes ch -[ d. gal \; { DL C | 
cient evidence of his highd ature. > 2%, 
5, When, C outnant- reaking VeravregentedW. 
What was it that oyerturn'd Zedekgah and his 
ple? Jer, 34- 8, After. chey. had 'encred int ” We . 
YH cred bonds in the-houle.of: God, to releaſe all.” 
"& chcir ſervants, thar were of the. Jewith ſeed, and . 
'Þ} had for a time. performed it ; bur afterward _ el 
deceitfully with them, and brake their Covenants, %.. 
ver. II. Therefore from yer. 17. to the endyyou,” 1 
may: ſee_the iſſue, . Behold, [ will proclaim Lie * i £ 
berty for you, ſaith the Lenka to the Sward, | 
to the Peſtilence, and to the Fawn. Ocher 
known Inſtances to this purpoſe might be given; ,. 
; buc I forbear, wu rt 
6, When thoſe ſins for which G eds hath taken” 
cnc controverſ e are. not. removed, Sufferings, as2* 
gl ſaid, .are the dire& and prope Xer effects.of 
; the only ſucceſsful courſe to healt he.effect;, 4 2 
1s ths antidote the cauſe. Iſrael cannot Pt Darius, . i 
nor Rand before his enemies, until _Achenbeexc. «0 | 
cuted ; There's no ſayling, while. guilty: Jona 29m. LOR 
lyes aboard, bur. death and ruin on every hand. + 
When God is ſhaking his, rod againſt a People, A 
and they regard iznot, warning them by þis Pro- '% 
phets, and, as ir were, planting his 0rdaexce, 
"efring his batcel in-array againſt them, and. 
'tremble.. not at it ;_ what is this but a ; 
challengiag 6f the Aimig , and even a dating = 
him $00 00, and to do his worſt z \now wot 7 
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nee» to conn ton ; 
"we our {wks are unde a 


"in order Hit we 'will noeh our ſeal 
. tſtateby the fore-mentioned PrognoRicks, 4 
| "1 Warh ot Gol bren packing np his Jewels 21 
- How rmany hath'he” taken away-'of the eminent) 
” "p Sf ' Bearing-Pillars both'of Charch and: Start? whoſe! 
- * Jamented funerals have ſet a ſable Aſtraciſm on 
* their ſad Elegres 2: God hath ſeem'd to begin his! 
eons - them, 'and to fit his' hands with? 
ſpe Frait'; nay,” may T nor ſay, if a ſenſe, to? 
* ſtrike down thouſands at'one blow, even of thoſe! 
Shs Gexegiving fiick) withour compaſſion. ei TY ; 
TOOL ucfe or Babe : bur [ will not inhiſt here, 'R 
| Wn Jnuitur. " $5 be 
be s 0777 OM God feed tb AW his 722% 
Arles iyſome reſpeRts;* Bleſſed be God 
W cen: of his: quickning preſehce uy 
: us ; that there 1s yet fo much of the life- of Gol ; 
In "Us;"as ro cafryvs our in an unweatied ſearch': 
Wes F*"* ter him , yet *cwas ſo with the Spooſe, when: 
4 her Belwoed had Withdrawn himſelf, Carr.-5. 6 
F Pays ht him, bat I eodld #bt find him ; 1 called? 
him, but he gave mens anſwer.” And-1s not this 
our yery calc? Howlong have” we cryed ro -Goc 
forbread ? and-as yer we have fones indead'of 
: bread ; or if bread, we have it, butas God threar 
| ned Fernſulcm in another ſenſe; by weight, ani 


by meaſure, by timmmes, atd by drops ; yeah 
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Ko! ayers; "wk Fradents the ie "I | 
vo chat _— lye as the - IP 18 the-ftrea's f 
he feet of - rhe luſts and wv 1 this 
| Jpaſs dy. 
of 3. Hath not God been croſſing te 6-1 of 
"IVatere, by Rirange Signes and Prodigies, ſuch;"- 
> Mand ſo many, as no age in Z»gl/and could ever 
: yarallel ? I need not be large here; yet 1 would 
not that theſe things ſhoutd' be lightly paſt over; 
or eaſily forgotten, for. doubtleſs God hath. 
ich and oloricus ends in them ; his figns are 
not without cher fignifications, He that hath g, © 
zot ſer che Rain-bow-in che clouds for nought, ® © » wy 
ior one Star or Comet to' appear in vain'; bac. __ F 
hath ordained them for /igns and for [rafont ; 3 Ga.rk; Fo b.” 
jo, notſo much as a ſparrow, or an bar of out anus 48 
brad; ſhall. fall to the groutid without a"Provi- 29-8 * 5 
dence ; can we imagine that'everhe would rhus 
ill. heaven and earth wich his range works "of "7 
wonder, on-no: higher defign, Kd ro be meer - 
nie ſtocks and table-rdlk with unconcerned » 
nay, be confident the dayes are ar hand, 
ſand now ares that God will interprec his own 
theaning, andelcarly unriddle all cheſ& his Pa- 
rables to us. 
4+ 1s pot Tudewent already begun at the 
ſe of Gadd 1 hope, 1 need not run out into 
pixriculars here; to tell you your own ſorrowss 
o-pullt' choſe groans from your hearts; and 'to/ 
Pump. choſer$2rs from your ey6s ; T'hope cha -- 
TI in your ey arid every Rig 
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ked for: acre, and d cry fl 
fr "By ing oN ſnſeric, and calamities 7 þ 
daughter br Zion a 4 eh in his anger, and 
o Aown from heaven nnto the rarchi1hÞ [any 
of 4ſratl, and remembred net his foutſtool wht 
ay of his angery >. F 
: 5» Hath not this been the joint + cry), and uns 
ful arts report of the P Prophets «nd Watchmen 
for ſeveral, years together > And now our Pres 
pheie is 2ccompliſbed, both we, and you all 
know &fcel what the voice meant, 8 are ſman}* 
ing under the barthen of the v:#9x ; but when,orl 
how.it-thall be remoyed,we know nct: only chu 
_ fanIn- general,we know, When'the Rod hath 
. #ea&$\d irs ends, cither of obdnration,.or wing 
: ox { Which the Lord grant.) of thorongh. Rf 
mation z-:Whien the Figgs 1 arcpickt and ng 
cd,/ when the harveſt is ripe, and the. Lo 
-people fic for che Mercieswbey look and len 
+ for ; when the Lords time, even the-ſ 
true , is: come; | then, and not rill ten, 
hall be, it 
-, 6, When was' all manyer.. of Ga ina 1 
thriving way than now > /Drunkenneſs, a 
- Whoredom, and-Oppreiſion, and D:ceity Syeat 
ing and Lying, 'D-bauchery and Prophancy 
of ; all forts and'fizes, is 'growing ripe: 
- being cftablified by, the dormient oi 
wſ41.2-5,06 wholſom -Laws »T he Bord bath a 
*opaſſe with wi of the: Lieindy 


We the 12 Po 7 carings a>d tring 
| kiling, and healing. and; commuting Wunny 
they break out, and bloud tour berh bl Pd, Ther 


"fore ſhall the Land monrn.--- Wha: 
"Hof Sabbaths, and Sabbath-duries, TE 
Rand Celebrations 2 the beauty and power of 
1 them'?. Are ,we not, i.e "Exekiels pot, whoſe Ezek: 
J ſcum is therein, and whoſe ſcum ws not gone ont 24, 6, 
f it > Nay, if we look home on-gur felyes, we 
my find the Leprofie on our,own walls: how 
an we. juſtifie our Pride.and Worldlineſs, our 
h, 24M our Cenſorionſneſs and ſelf»endeds' 
"Þels, our, Unbelief and Imparicnce 2 Don't theſe 
"Fhings teſtifie againſt us ? | 
f- 7. 1s not the worſhip, of God abaſed; and 
'S ot both practically and doEripally 2: But I 
"Muſt be filene bers. Care leves, lagunntur, = 
entes ſtupent, 
8. Is there not a great declizing, aud. Loſs Ing. 
$f 2:41 for. God? How ſad and general, hach 
| Fe the . Apoſtacy of worldly-minded. and 
reoced,, Demas's > Who, 'wou!d hay 
ought char cycr ſuch hearts had. been .coken» 
7 under ſuch congues ? that ſuch Angels of 2 Cor; 
44 | been no other than/ transformed De. 11. 14+ 
Who would . have thought. that Fadas.thetoha 6 70 
ple had been the Traitor 3 - May not. Chriſt 
Ie = "$7 a7 with. which he hath been 
inded z» the houſe of. bis friends * Nay, ler 
5k you, . whoſe; whoſe. Jens and, minds. Tat y” 
on # becn op cevingl inlightned-and warmed with 
cams be the Sus of Right 
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= you Gs SPY beck K. 
of thoſe' divine; ſpar ks T has haye been begorre all 
in you'd”. Os: they as Quick and vn fl | 
forcible * and ſerviceable, as they were on | 
to be? AF 
-9, Is not charity among Jeltvs <ying 
partly from the jarring of worldly Intereſts, : 
parcly from the diſagreement of Judgment a 
M Opinion ? Hoy few are there, chat, | like bz 
_ Plal, 133 thren, dwell together. 51 #11ty * This hath bee 
a difeaſe of a long time lamented, and 
" tJamentations of this nature are as ſexſonable 
eyer - Oht when will God cure the woun 
among-/brerhren.!. we have been licking : 
ſelyeswhole indeed, but alas / ir:hath been" 
a cankered ton2ue, ſo that the Leprojie a 
ſpread and gotten. ſtrength by the nou 
_ 1ts Cure. . 
19.*Doth not Covenant- breaking yet Iye 
repented of > How many. Oaths, Proteftatio 
Leagues and Soſemn'Covenrants, have there bel 
impoſed and.caken, whereof the one hath nect 
_ farlly and manifeſtly. implyed the notion 
"the other ? O/ the miſerable and curſed x 
* ſtitucions' of Conſcience Thoſe that make! 
.2Highi of Oaths, will nor make ſo light. of t 
Vengeance..of that God unto den they ha 
ſworn - no Covenant hath, on all ſides, been 
- faithfully kepr,3s that with- Satan and Self : * "o 
is a lamentation, and let it” be for a lamen 
ton, Beſides, how many puivate, perfon 
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Wb bande > Oh. 1 let me Nog op eſe hinge 
Mthe cloſers of your Conſciences, and, when, you 
Fare alone, ſeriouſly, a d fadly . connec them 
per, 
11. Are thoſe ſins for which God hath ta* 
en up the Controverje removed > Haye we |, 
beard the rad, and: him who hath appointed it 2. 
Have,we anſwered Gods,demands ? Day, have. 
e duely debated che buſineſs, and examinedthe _ 
round of the Quarrel ? © Kat we been jn Parly : 
ch God, and executed his YPrits of Inquiry, 
the Commiſcion Office of Conſcience, 
Froughous the Liberties and Precentts both of 
' outer and inner man ? If not, how. can 
f ſe rationally expect a comfortable iſſae 2 Can 
. rotcen, Livery produce ſound bloud ? Da anew uct 
ther grapes of thorns, er fg# of thiftles.3.nay, 16. - 
44 brit mas ſoweth, that ſhall be. alſo Gal G7} | 
-F as long as fin 1s the ſeed, the harve ® 
| be wrath z if we ſow the wind, we muſt ; 
X to reap the whirlwizd, Can you dry up Hoſe 8.9, | 
PEAR, as long as the fountain 1s alwayes 
pg out. freſh ſu uppli: though you maylecm.. 
db 34 back. aw le, yet, finner, .belicyc it, 
ad penges f God is allche while. pending 
painſt rhee, and thy Bay will not hold lo 
ut gt it- burſts, look. fora ſweeping 6. 
. Now lay all theſe things rogerher, and 
eſt and the like, judge how farr we are 
C3 under 


je exe. place, I am to prove the 
Jne, and to evince the duty; That you 
onght toi Cab not only of the rod it ſelf, 
but of the Jymprom: of an approaching Rod, Mi 
L hope I-need nor ſpend mich time here” ; Is 
ir not pity that words and thrcatnings ſhe ud 
got preyail with. rational creatures, wichallt 
blowes ?* why, corfider z ſhould Bod ſhew hig 
$ill to bit, he mjznc ftrike rhee. in” the ſects 
parts Unawares, and. come upon thee in the 
1Sam. 24+ Bark; bow eafily might he find chee, as David 
4 fowhd his eneoy, and ferve thee as Fael ſeryel 
2 Ty0ge+- 21 Siſtr a Hz15 pot boung to ſound his Trumpet 
beforehe takes up his (word z, Gods chreazning 
arein”mercy.; he threatens, chathe may ſpare 
the Ambafladours of his Jdgements, are cond 
tionally Ambaſſedours of Peace ; every Warks 
ing *ffars you reconciliarion upon. Gods refs 
the Mertto, of his ſword is, T xr ye, turn, 
Wy / will ye dic ? Now 1 hat knic up the; i 
ent; of "oe Aﬀ;rcion- in this, 'thref I 
ocive. 7 Fo | bi 8 ir 


"rhe 10d; What FA9. Aleph mighe T by 
duce you'from Scripturt-Records ? "Ah1 n 
brerhren, ſhall che men of Niveveb riſe i 
Judgment againfns'? (hall we Jultific Soden 
and err oh, and Ternſalem,' whom the ju 
vengeance bf God hath purſued to their, ures 
ryine, ang'ſer up for waryngs unto u* > $1 
» Joes 2;12,+7 wru 0, gven ta me with, 4 7 
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Freaks ; ib ith k ; fuings 
4nd with mourning," aud ve 
wot your garments. God, ha | threatned. 
them with his Judgments. Tj (7 Ra the; Trump 
T, Zion, and ſound an alarm in mm 4 hot T2778 
tain, let all the Inhabitants of the land fY Ce 
ble : for the day of the Lard cometh, for it. is 
uh z1gh at band, eA" day of darkneſs, and. of 
bl gleomineſs, gc. yet, twru unto the Lord. ye 
" God, for be is Fracious and merciful. Who 
nowethaf be will return, #ud repent, and leave. 
fl 4 Heſcing behind him Obſerve Gods cthods 
Fagd carriage in che coutſe. of his Judg ments "oe 
he cheearens that he may not correct, he {WS 
that be may not deſtroys if leſs, ado will com-. 
p ils his ends, he fics dowlf, and proceeds no far-. 
mer z he will-ſpare every blow that may;/be:. 
rWſpar'd, and: will not adde one grain more than. 
bl | Hof neceſſicy. | 
” > tt will, arm thee far the coming of the. 
rod if 13t- do _come,” The prudent man fores. 
eth the evil,and higeth himſclf. Prov. m'3,; 
WEThough thy foreſecing of it, and humbling thy. 
in Z Funder ic,. may. not prevent, the coming © 
4 Mc. ic will, be- 2 hiding place for: thee when. it 
G doch OSA e, the form may, fall on. 
ul the. fields ,- on the. (cn of og 
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d þ Ne 
: OPOnT lions, po. $7. 4," Bus this. may. 
ey F” 43 4 be 


en vin pe {og © Prhe Tm we | 
"the ſupport and comfort of cheix 
w inextreme hazzard, Nay, and «Gs 
oo, tha Bo deareſt of Gods ſervants have 
been ſometimes guilty of Dilapidations, and by 
their negleAts have lex ir rain in upon them, to. 
"the- deſpoiling the peenne ſtate of cheir ſpiri» 
tz! comforts; and , yer the foundation which: 
18 of God hath ſtood ſure, Thus: oftentimes it! 
es to paſs through her own weikneſs, or Uſie! 
þ = ery that the' poor Soul (is forced to! 
= Aerabble xo thoar, like Paw/'s companions, on! 
"the Planks of broken peace and thacter'd cortis | 
forts. *Twas the blefleg temper of 'a_holy mak, 
NOW in reſt, under ' al the tortures wherewith 
his body was rickt”, that he" could rruly and 
chearful , bear wicnefs for God ; Wot one dra 
of. wrath in all thi. Though thyloffes!'b 
great, and thy ſuff- rings great, "though 'thy Cre. 
dit be gone, thy Fate,” thy Plehity, thy Libeiry, 
thy Friends, chy Hopes, and all be gone, hey: 
gre but gonie 2 gathering, 'as Bees fron'! theig 
hroes; * anon thou ſhalt ſee them'come flocking 
honſe as heavy laden with the bleſſed gains and. 
overplus as ever they can flyEgThy Credze wit! F. 
man, Bach' brought chee home! dir and fayour' 
with ' God ; thy. Broken name ig return'd a 
47. New wane, 2 title of honour, and royal dis pts; 
" ty; andno bare'tivle neicher, as that' was chou! 
hadRfoft: but the Crown” it (elf is tine, and 
the Seal of thi Irheritance.” 'Thy painful, un n-Y: 
Tr cafe is not come halcing, but” "ans 


bf. ſoul halda 
ner of caſe than whac's {in the 
could boalt of, or any Ken, worldican þ 
& duce : Thy ſpoiled P/exty is come home 'with 
v# ſpring-ide of  richetk increaſe, Oh? ' ho: could 
of eycr have hop'd for ſuch Advantage >» Lord,” if 
thou had g1yen me Jeave to ask, 'T had-never: 
aske half ſo.much! *Twas but a bandfulliof duſt 
thou adventured ff, and behold; heaven" and 1 Tim. 
earth is now little:enough to hold che Increxfe,#+% 
Thy Liberty which went Coptive away, is come® - - 
= Trinmphing home 3 to whart a height is Foſrpls 
-& the poor barter'd Lad advane'd'? " See white 
\Repeal is endorſed by-the Parhament /of Hea- 
;yen,-on the backſide of thy Aire inaus, or Pro- 
+ferigtion 1 He that is called is the Lord, i Core 
”” © though aſeruant, thougha bond-man, though 7.235 - 
an exileg;yer}] ir the Lords Free-man, Andiflob.. TR Ng 
' ebe Soy ſhall make you free, ye ſhall be free po pot 
daderd, ' Now. therefore \ thow art no more" 4 19%). 
 frrarger and a forreiner, but a fullow-oitizgy | 
with the Saints, and of -the houſhald of © Ged. * 
of Citizen'of no mean City, ( layes Pig, ) " 
*Are'thy Pritnds gone? hift -up now' thine eyes, Gen. rhic- 
"and look. from the place where thou.:art, North=\ 26s Ge. Y 
' ward; and Southward, and Eaftward, and Weſt" « NE 
Y 2474, Fhouſands, and ren thouſands of Friends 
for 6ne; 'and never 2 one..but a... Jonathan TAR * 
Y whoſe oedis wonderful, paſting the lowe of 53S - 5 
Jl | wer; and whote power comes not ſhort-of their : 
Y love. A whole beavex of friends:aboye thee, n 
i 8 ms Wfricads before thee, amd. o_ 
| fan 
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# why, phick up ”Y Fn, th 
: come; tichly laden, and full cog 
ſt ſatisfaRtion. -O, bleſſed Adven.. 

| - hap { Merchandiſe! O, Chriſtian 1; 
if Sis 14 "be. to ſow, never bethink thy Seed; 
if this be che harveſt,. never -bethink thy Pa. 
LIence. ' «R. 

?Tis chained 8s the,plague of -the wicked, 
that thei wiſeries (hall-come upon "them, as 
\pargs: npon 4 woman in travel, 1 The, g..7. 
arehbſtibly; and unexpectedly. -1n 4 day mhen he. 
Broketh not for him, aud in:an' bour that he is 
not-gware of, Math; 24.50! Yetnot for want 
of warning: Gad ſcorns:o (teal upon.them. z* he | 
comes openly, and: blaws bis Trumpet: before, 

if ; him: \ but: "cis, for. nor taking warning 2 and: 
b- | Tob, b.$14-hee r i, that they-meet: with Loris in the / 
EP ', Jay thee, aud grope, and fumble, and Fa}, hs rhe 
nv9n-doy wenn the mg hte 
{  $.1dt will argue thy caress pleaſe. Ged; _ 
 thacrthou-tandeſt. in ſpwe'boly! fear, and filial 
"-aw6 of 'bindz/*Tis a taken af an Ingenuous. ſpirit. 
iÞ.agbild;-to obſerve the-laoks and-caxriage of 
- >bis{Farkier: towards-hino\; « when a lagk-or a;nod | 
!1 enobfzh 20. intimate the: parents mind,'\and.to 
"cafe: the. dutifulchild-ro ; obey, :or; {ubmiriand 
Humble hinelf,: As the' 2yes of ſerwaptiilook - 
© © math the hands of their Maſters, and as the eyes 
Nod£ of « Wade wie the: bayd' of her- Miftreſs, ſo 
Chr £05: Wart wpoe the Lord our G4, Pla, 
22.3,2,.0 mycbrethten: 1:46 .icibe; -nor all one 
© +20 pleaſed exdlipleahd, | 
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wy be! ad n the day of hi, 
\ tice of his frowns, and: of his/ (mile: 

way his rod leans when h 0 nd-is li 

Walk with him, apd follow. frer (hiv 

pachs of his Proyidence + walk witht ims hſa, 
bur take heed of, Repping before hirp, os. pavte 

ing from him, and humble your” ſelves under 
1; che rokeng of bis -fatherly., diſpleaſure, Q how 
_ kindly would God take this at; your hand@'1 
Y 2nd bow ſoon would he lead you through 
eB tbcſc chickers and bryars, into more open and - 
; © pleaſant walks 2 - I” 
oY Thus far for che-Doctrinal part, L(hallf A W 
e Y but briefly ip che. application, of ic, .thac I may - 2 
» WY haſten. to whac, principally I ingended in bn "** 
1 choice of ehis ſubje, .. 4 6808 
4 This trurh. chen argues chree, ſorts of 1 
, BH under juſt reprehenſion.. 5» <Y 
3 I. Such ag will not acknowledge G eds zn, od gt « 4 
F; under the Rod; That cry.our. under che ſwans 2 Þ 
WY of it, byc are blind as to the real &xds and Des "7 
" fignes: of 18; and herein . the beſt ave. ery K. 
outlty, if -we chroughly confider theſe, four = 
things, Whats God 15 r0 be dy iy" 4 i, © EM 
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wy Rod.,. - . 
ſaid Ek, — Fl do what - Pray bim LO: "ty 


Saw. 3. 18.7 be Lord. gave, ad the Lord 
thtakgn av49, Job x. 21, not. the 2a 1 
- nor. the Chaldeass » here was no quar 


wit 


nt 


e plainlyZand- faith 
nowledge God 1» bis Providence > art 
| ly perfwaded, that he is che Author ? 
"of every ſtroke thou ſuffereſt > Have thine E. 
nemies <a Commiſſion from heayen, eyen the. 
Broad" ſeal, for what they do? (_theugh they 
a& not intentionally'in proſecution of any ſuch ; 
Commiſſion 3: O Aſſyrian, the rod of mine 
anger, &c.. 1 will ſend hit { not onely ſuffer 
"him. ) 4g4izft ar hypocritical © nation, and 4- 
gain the prople of my wrath will r grve him a 
charge to take the ſpoil, and" to take the prey, * 
and to tread them down like the mire in the 
Preets, 1a. ro. 5,6, Are Taſtrumencs bur the. 
Chatriot- wheels whereon God js riding out to 
eorre&t, and to chaſtiz*> what means then this | 
ſnarling at 'the ft5ne »- this contending with 
the rod, #s if thatwere in all the fault + If it 
be God that ſtrikes thee,” #s thou acknowledg. 
eſt; howdareſt chou oppoſe thy ſelf againſt thy | 
Miker? What is 1t that your complaints are | 
ordinarily ſo full of, when, like Turtles, you 
are btmoaning your ſelyes cogerher > Bur, the 
ervelty and oppreſſion of Enemies, exelaiming 
© "onthe ſabtilty and unfaithfulnefs of one, or on | 
/ RUhe malice, revenge, or ſelf-ſceking of anotherg . 
_ *«#his' argues your half-acknowledging of God, 
"Twas dumb, aud opened not my month, ſayes 
David, becauſe thow didft it, Plal.39,9. He 
- obſerves the hand as well as the rod'; Ge d had | 
to''do with him,” and he has'to do' with 
ths 128 | God £ 
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2. God is to be achuowledfed ian bis Sowe= © 
reiguty. His authoricy is ablolucerand unlimite 
ed : H:avea andEarth, and all created beings, - 
Souls and Bodies, and - whatſoever we are ar 
have, are peculiarly .. his, Sha{t the thing 
formed ſay unto him that formed it, Why. ha 
thou made me thus ? hath not the Potter power 
over the cloy? Rom. 9. 25, 21. Now ack nows 
ledging, implyes a ſubmitting to, an acquieſcing 
and reſting under, fome clear and full perſ 
on. It is noc only an at of the lip, or of the 
Y judgment, bur. is comprehenſive of the whole | 
'Y man, che heart, and life, the afſent and con+ 0 
 ſenc : When a Que#:onis granted, the diſpute | 
is ended 2 if Gads Sovereignty in the Laticude 
and uniyerſal. fulneſs of ic, be throughly ac 
knowledged, we: haye nothing then-co gainſay 
him in his arbicrary execurion. of ir; if he 
' take our health, or - our wealch,or peace, or 
friends, or lives from; us,. we are thus far ſa 
tisfied, that he takes bur his own, he doth” but 
fetch in what he had lent out; 'and we do ne 
more than we are bound to do in hoaouring' 
' him, chough wich cheexpence of all thoſe botw 
rowed enjoyments. #0 unto him that firiverly'' © 
with bis Maker; let the Patſheards ſtrivewitls , 
. the Potcheards of the earth ; shall the clayſayto | 
bins that fashioneth it, What makeft thou ? or 


thy work, He hath no hands? In.45.9, Can 
Ped Cetera 3.God 


ob 3: Subely 6d will xot do wicked." 
FP hy, neither will he Wirkey pervert judge" 
_ __ Rert, Job 34! 19.and 12, "Tis cruc, men may | 
=. wnjuſts A thou ſceſt the O preſion of the | 
por, and violent perverting of Jadgment and * 
iy ie ina province, marvel wot at the matter. 
_— Beeleſ: 5. 8. *Tis noftrangething to find un- | 3 
__ rievrrouſneſs among meh, nay, too often among : 
the beſt of men ; but to impeach God of inju- * 
y ice, or to charge him' with hard. meaſures j is | 
== moſt nefarious Blaſphemy. Shall not'the Tudge © 
7 25s Pall the rarth do rrght ? Nay, after all t A | 
> © thatis come upon w for our evil det, and for 
our great treſpaſs, ſeermg that thou, O God, 
haſt punched w# leſs than our: iniquities dth 
' ſerve; Exr, 9,13, Yet who is there thac will 
got acknowledoe that God is jult, even in his 7 
ſevereſt providerices ? But alas, my brechren ! 
*;js one thing toſay that God is joft, another - | 
ching te fit down fully ſatisfied under che clear _; 
convition of the Equity and Reaſonabletieſs 4 
of ir, | 
4." God mwſt be at chnowledged 7 im his ends. 
Now his 'Ends are cither ſecrec or revealed, As | 
. forchoſe ſecrers'of God, thoſe Arcana Twpirii, 
" they afreinfinicely above us, lock: up in the 
Cabinet of divine Counſel: all thar is viſible in. 
God are his back: pares ; his works ate in, the 
| dark, 2 parte poſt "we'can fee no furcher than is : 
| revealed, And in this feafe "is God to be. 
; - tal in his" 24s: and "what thoſe 
reyeal- 
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knovvledge God in his revealed” enes;. * 
imports, as. I conceive, theſe'tyya things . 4 
I. To ah, Comnnſell of God. God hath gis : 
Bf yen you his Oracles; bis wrim ard T humminm, © 
"the Law and 'the Teftimonys and hither you | 
F a1 to have recourſe, Searchthe: Scriptures, 
" = Acknowledging preſuppoletiknowledge,as eye=, 
Bl ry rational aft of the u/{ ifmplyes the precedents. 
at of the underſtanding, -: | a 
*2.. 7 8 joyn 1{ut'with. God, to.drive on the 
ſame End, and to manage'the ſame_depgr with "o 8 
Þ God. Lord, what. wilt. thin have me-to ded)per,ge, © 
WW fayes Sr. Part, thy Will (hall be my will;/-and + + 3 


thy Intereſt my intereſt; af 'ch1s Tap way not Matth. 26, A 
paſs away from me, except. 1 drank, it, thy will 2 
' be done, Is ic thy Will char I ſhould+bear this , 


"JI Croſs? ſo ic ſhall be mine too.) Is this thy way 
' to humble and reform me, to make" me perfebt. 
through ſufferings 2 blefſed be thy Wildon t 
bleſſed be thy care ! If this. may be the 'fruic, 
to take away my fin, ſpare me net : let the 
Fleſh ſay what it yvill, et the World adviſe 
bow. it vvill, I vvill not 4s, counſe/lar-thoſe 
Rocks : O my ſoul | tome "not thow'ints their 'ſe= 
cret; unto their Aſſembly, be not thou umted. 
Lord; rake thine oyyn courſe, abate me nor 
oneprain'thatmay:be'for my good, If pover- 
BY. fy; ifiſhame, if baniſhment, if+death be the R 
B yray, Thy will be:doxe, Lord, take me at my 
A, WO, | word, 


*.xed .th + is faichfulneſs ( nacors# 
-dinz' to oe # Pr ro | miſe and Covenant ) "gf of=1 
flifted me.” 

2. This. ve, thoſe that ul believe no 
more than"they feel, but like that Horſe chat © 
Fob (peaks of, Fob 39.21,22, ---Rejoyceth 1n 
his ftrength, he goeth on to meet the armed 
man, ( nay, the armed God ); he mocketh at" 
fear, and 15 not affrighted, #either rarneth he | 
back fromthe ſword, Of this generation are ! 
choſe Scoffer., walking after t het ear, = lofts," A 
and ſaying Where is the promiſe of his coming ? | 
for fince the. Fathers fell aſleep all things 00n- 
tinue as they were from the beginning of the. 
Creation, 2 Pet. 3.3, 4. Well finner }-Whee. 
cher thou wilt belieyc, or whether thou wilt nor? 
believe;-this ſball-Rand on record within thee? 
for ever, that thotrhaſt been warn'd. The dayes 
are at hand, and thr effeft of every viſen.; when? 
God (hall wake this Proverb to ceaſes T he dayes* 
are prolonged, and every v15108 faileth. Ezek, © 
12. 22, 23, The time 1s coming, when, God: 
ſhall *%s as good as his word with thee * - and ifs 
Faith can'have no'emrancear thy Hearing, ie” 
ſhatl by thy-other ſenſe of F-eling, Though” 
Hell be:the portzon and place of unbelievers,”yet® 
there thon ſhalt; as +þ: Dewilsand the reſt of thy 
curſed brethren do, believe: and tremble, \' Tis" 
true, God doth ſomnimes drivethe mail with his. 
axe," when the hammer will not-do : but know : 
tis cod, that-the nail chat turns at cho banter 
5 wont to: break under theuave, | i. ,; "pM 
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23.1 1 reren fuck as phast= ajthing where- 
'% ud anfefts his diſpleaſure. You Ay ck 
heard in eleven particulars, what Gods ordina- 

courſe is in prediRting his difpk with: 

ple or perſon ; and, to ſliphr the! 
Yof God, is to deſpiſe both-the perſon'andaucho- 
Tricy threatning. He therefore that deſpiſeth, 
deſpiſeth not man, but God, i Theſ, 4. 8, "And 
theſe warnings atid chreacnings of Gad are de- 
Y fpiſed theſe two wayes : | 

1. Privately, and that in theſe three re« | 
ſpects, | 
t. 1 the want of Baith to belive them ei 


= Þ ther in the Reality ofthem, or in the Ends and 
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meaning of them. Though I would not you 
ſhould profitate your Faith and Credence, and 
fer openi cheſe 'doors to every Buſtard-Page of 
lying Fare, yer neither (ſhould you obRtinately 
nait up your deors againſt allftrangers ; as*18 
ftoried of the Amyclei, whe being "often terti« 
Hed and weatied with falſe reports, at lengch 
by Law condemned all Reports, and then 
quickly became their encmies prey, Buc in this 
Fſurmifing, inquiring, credulous, and yer'unbe- 
Heving Age, this is all I ſhall add at preſentFas 
to this cafe ; Thoſe things that are intevidenc, 
"and improbable in the Fable, may yet be cer- 
tain, and ſeaſonable in the Afora/t therefore 


4 | "what will not ſerve for a aff ro-\uppore thee, 
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may yer, one” way or- other, ſerve for fe! to 
"warm thee. Buc how diſputable ſoever God's 
"Warnings may ſometimes, and to ſome perſons, 
g-" ro be, We A 4 ſure word of Prophajie, 

D wherd< 
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who bath believed rhis rh 
pmhbem is the arm of the Lord rem 
hough the Watchmen cry from thellhf 
and blow the Trumpet from the Wallith 
yet, Where- are the ſo ils thar-rake-themſelves talfli 
be ſo teply concerned in the buſineſs > Sinner 
thou thaleſhorily know which way the malign 
and fatal Aſpefs of choſe fierie Comets of Diaipe 
vine threatnings look, when God ſhall bring 
thee out with Agag, :and tell thee, 3s NathadP: 
told David, Thom art the man , the very pe} 
fon: I aim'd at ; and.thotgh-thou wouldft, nals 
hear thy caſe pleaded, theu-ſhalt*both ſee- angju 
ſuffer tneſentenice executed. | my. 
2..1n the want of fear, to reverence an 
Rand in aweof them, as.the Majeſty of. God” 
-and-the importance of the iflue a 53 Teas 
now thi, O faoliſh people, and without under 
ſtanding  which-have eyes and ſee not; won 
have ears and hear not, Fear ye not me.? [all 
the Lord: 'will' ye not tremble at my. preſence 
Jer. 5,271, 22, Foraſmuch"as thare 1s none lint 
unto thee, O Lord, thow art great, aud thy nant 
#2 great 1» might; who would not fear thealy 
O K1ng of Nations 1 Jer..10:6,7. O the rang 
iupidity / . the atheiftical madneſs. of an unbaye 
lieving hart. Surely, if any created Feanf's 
be worſe-, thanthe ; Deyil, *tis this une 
lieving Heart, The Devils believe and trew 
ble, O how'is its that; the miſerable Pros 
ſelyte harh . ſo far»out-Rripr his curſed Tas 
WS  « ' ,"-.,. 4 _ 
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Fen echt rough the omacl7 of 
reeinen ſcorn to ſtoop; or through che: bline 
chalk their minds know not hiſto.do ic, farther 
han the bare Ceremony and extenniby of it; 
ico whom God ſeems, as Lot to his 'fons in 
Maw, but as one that mocks with them. Ter ſaf= 
igner God-ro ſpeak, , nay, he will ſpeak, and, af< 
Yer that he hath ſpoken, ( as Fob ſaid to his 
ingtiends, and performed his word) mock, 31, Job . 
uſb1.3. But ants this man will I 1ook,, ( withan 
ye of mercy and ſalyation ) ever to him that 
8: poor, and of, a conttite ſpirit, and trembleth 
et m7 word, Ia, 66. 2. 
TY 2. Pofitively 5 and thus likewiſe theſe three 
"ac: . 
ad 4 By belying them, Thus the Sorcerers and 
Mar icians of Egypt cndeavoured:to belye God, 
Zo. the hardning and ruining of Pharavh and 
his People: . Are. there none of theſe Po/rtique 
Bog: to be found among us > who ( beyond che 
el pudence of the Chaldean Aftrology) will un- 
ertake to interpreethe hand-writing, pro labs- 
is zo. Thefe are ſome. of Iſraels Prophets, of . 
vom Ged ſpeaks, Fer, 14, 15, The Prophets 
LD prophepe 1 my name, and 1 ſent them not, 
wet they ſo, Sword and faming ſhall net be in 
9s Lands by Sword and Faming ſhall thoſ# 
WE Prophets be conſumed. Theſe ſons of. Chenaa- 
ach, cthatwith their hor ns of ;rou will puſh the 
4 [ Fans, untill they have conſumed them, will 
wr Remorth be of another mind, 1 Kin, 32,11. 
WE Cod chreacgns, 'cis in” yain for us co flat- 
ur x D 3 tor 
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ſelves © you "may | 
che PignAGin be, the evident prints of the 
, Foun ie Chance or fie, = 
SM pture, old Antiquated Ri b; 
| e Plain-dealing ot Aichaia,. a ip 
Fit. _ il wi; I, and difloyal af:Rion. ; lb. 
you Will not call Hetl Heaven, nor everial 
ing Burnings the Blefledneſs you proc 
hip {elyes, 
2. By deriding 7 wa When Iſrael was rl 
tep-ripe for Judgment, and God was fendiy 
his harveR-men to wake a ſwooth field of hen 
*tis recorded, to their ſhame, but for cur wat 
IN% aChro 36.15, 16, The" Lord God 
their Fathers ſent- to thens by bts Meſeengen 
riſing up betimes, and {, ending : becauſe he by 
compaſſion on his people, and. on his dwellun 
place.; but they mocked rhe meſitugers of Gu 
and deſpiſed hrs words, and For « Prophet 
antil the wrath of the Lord aroſe againit | 
people, till thitre wai no remedy,, Which 
went the ſpirit of the Lord from me, Taid Zeh 
hah, , to ſpeak, tothee ? The day is coming, 
thou _(haJt know by what ſpiric we are "0d 
that we {peak not of 'our felyes, not run, b 
"Ahimanz,, on @ feigned, or begged erray 
Ahd if we muſt te mockr, and derided , any 
-ſmitten onthe cheek for our labour. :* yell 
for. our own ſakes we rejoyce ; bit -For our fl 
cred'zuthorities ſake, and for your"own 19 th 
ſake, we cantigt but tremble, and Weep 
over "jrand you: we | 


Tos: Jet ter off F Thee + 


+ © yn a wrong conrſe 16 Fe bn. 

Wr be were ſome of Sarl's practi WY 

God had threatned 70 rent the Kingdom f Fr 

him, aud to give it to 4 neighbour of bis 7 at 

ps better then be, 1 Sarv. 15.28, and now 
bilthe wiſeſt courte.he can adviſe on to ſecure hjs 
uKinedome, is, to deſtroy tlc nan ( were it pofſ- 

þ ble } whom Gd had choſen. to ſucceed him. 

: Po when God withdrew his preſence from him 
at Gilboa; and anſwered him not, neither by 
reams, nor by vrim, nor by Prophets, x Sam. 
28, 6. which is one ordinary ſymptom, ( as. 
aye ſhewn you ) of ſome Judgment at hand ; 

1 _ he runs to forbidden means, ( nay, by By 

own. law forbidden and condemned) and ſaes 

Wren Dev:l for counſel in his deſperate caſe, 
ight enlarge my ſelf here : bur what mighe 
Kirher be added, L- ſhall reſerve for another 
place, 
Yol have heard your duty, Brethren : bur, 
Ivy beard, and in the notion of itacknowledg. 
d,and yer. not praRically imbraced, is the God- 
ovoking fin, and the heart-plague' of this our 
'<; ick Age. Du:ies are obligarary..on the” 
Conlcient and/Converſation; Ot heed of 
ng Gods bonds, and caſts "bis cords frons 
w, We have heard, nay, in ſorhe meaſure, 'we 

y Tits oth: t the ſymprocms and rdkes of the 

af -ords Rod: Sit down now, and begin to count 


Ybe "coſt. There js 4 Wildernc, and a Jorday, 


Wd, itmay be, 2 Rel See yer before vs ; ;firds up" 


the loyns of your minds now, and be frong in 
| Wor. ahh and 'be_ſober, Watch for che 
% D; word 


rs %; , $0 s "OM «ih 4% of a 
el, 6 + ” The vnieref theR £; 
ord of c Com mank, +1 Sera flick to 5ol 
choice and holy profeſſion, whatever come oak 
"Andfer your awakening and encouragementy 
conſider 5-1 4 
1. Within a few moments more, all the mtr. 
ry dayes of the wicked, aud all the ſad honr: of 
#htrighteons, ſhall be 4t'an end\for ever 1 th 
- Field ſhall be tried, and the Bartel (hall k 
over, and the old Quirrel neyer to be reviy! 
more between. the feed of the woman, and th 
Teed of the Serpent ; The pleaſures of fol z 
but for a moment, | Heb. [ 1. 25; and, 
they brought down into deſolation, as in an 
ment } Plal. 73.19. He ſeems to be ravilht 
the conceit of ic, Thoſe. Yipers, that eyen nol 
» "were threatning thy deſtruction, and greedy 
'chirſting for ty blond ; ſee 1..with the tiff 
4 hand, they are cone, and are now crawling i 
the fire, O wonderful and elorious chap 
For whey they ſhall (ay, Peact @nd Safety, #8 
adden. deftr ton commeth upon Fhews as trav 
* #pon,a. "Worms. with child, and- they ſhatt 
" ©; ie; pe, 1 Theſ. 5..3;.0 Sinner O16 oft 5 
- mori , and, 9 Nes thy” wofull, Etefni rey” 
| One game m L INC ; vn Tl undoi | 
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other. hand, the troubles of the.xighceous are |; 

under the ſame Dateard determimation; the _ * © 

one*s/ hell is altogerher as ſhortas the others 

heaven: For as the one Bucket gocs down, the 

_Y ather comesup. Hu anger endurethibat a noo- 

"2 went, Plal. 30, 5, Our light affl;ction which i 

but for & moment, 2 Cor, 4.17, For. a ſmall 

monent have I forſaken thee, but with great 

mercies will [ gather thee. In a little wrath, [ 

bid my face from thee for a moment, but with 

everlaſting kindneſs will I bave mercy on thee, 

faith the Lord thy Redeemer, Ia. 54.7, 8. 

Y Pluck..up thy ſpirits then, O Chriſtian ! and 

fl Furs to thy firong hold, thou Priſoner of hope. Zechi 

of Bchold | yonder comes thy Redeemer, {eaping 9:.I2. = 
wo" the mountains,and Repping upon the bills, Cant.2:] 

WY Sce.what haſte he makes.1 he-is come ! he. is __ 

; come ! 'Behold, he Standeth bebind our wall, 

18. he lookzth forth at the window | He is nearer- 

8 than thou art aware. Ariſe, O drooping. Soul 1 

view the heavens, *cis all cleer-and ſerenc above 

= Us: I» ports navigas. Are not _theſe.the gates of 

Sf thy Father's Kingdom ? Is not the {mell ofche- - 

5. Country already in thy Noſtrils-? Are notyche® 

Y golden Io{ixuments of Joy. a. tuning, to-welcoms: 


ff 


* . "26; 


"home thetoff Son? O hold out Faich and-Pa-- 


; , » o 


ff. tience1 one League farther, one Tide more, and: 
= then thou art ſafe for eyer, Reaſon thus with 
ll  *OY.. elf; Were I his my Portion, and all that. 
{were ever like ca ſee or hope for ; were my 
whole Fevrarcia this Leaking bottom 13 Had. I 
Tao ſettled, Inbericance another where, I, were 
© milctable indeed, yea, of all men the moſt 'miſe- 
EE D 4 rabls; 


ib 
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, bleſſed hh 67S oe 

Fam. Grace, tbe caſe is orherwiſe ;"The Cakes 
= Z3f® orderedin all rhings, and ſnre. This bath been : 
© my Trading time,*my ſowing ſeaſon; "mys 
yeares of” Vexyice ; and" now -the Fabilee 18 at's 
hand, and the Fields look white co the hare": 
veſt, "Awake then, O North wind, and come 
chou South, fill my Sails, and drive me once 
rofhoar. 1 
2, Remember, The pMſevering C briftian ie 
the only blefed C briftias. Ye ſhall be hated of all 
men for my names ſcke, but he that ſhall endure. 
wnto the end, the (ame fhall be ſaved, Mar, 
x3.17. All 155 well that ends well." © that I 
7 /c:uld drive a 411 hers, that might! hold tf 
4; as "There's no Frmit fic. for Gods hoard, bur thag?; 
which hangs till Gather ing-time 3 chat which 
falls before, is loſt,” or ſen: ro the rl 'roibe! 
beaten ro pieces, v7 any man draw back » my. 
fſonl ſhall have nv pleaſure i in hims Hob, 10.38. 
A If any man, Whatever he be, whateyer he hath 
_ been, or ſeemdito.be, whatever he ifteads to! 
® bein fairerweather ind: better leiſure , 5 Nzauecy, 
” *-,,  Tajes thc Original; if che Riphtooms, or- FuSt 
XY - {an hethat {bat 1 live by Faith, dy Gereotiane 
bo 7a if be dra Bath ; "ji 'f; ſubduxerir, if be. 
+» +  ſhallflink away the word fipnifies: Wappen 
' parte diffimulare, to delire Za, 9 excuſed under” 
ſome fairy. ig may be feligians yer _ Proc. 
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: , tence., to 110m away. behind one's back , us. 
a Coward or Traitor from his Colours :' if. any}: 

þ man chus draw back, my ſou! ſhall have no pleas K: 

Eq P94 in hum: Here is 2 Lupkate ; under this, p 
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fronc and diſpleaſure that can be offer;d unto 
my 'very ſoul, (ſpeaking afrer che manner-of 

J en ) and fo Itake ir, and ſhallrecord-ic unts. 

© che Jadgrhient:of the Great Day, No-man ha- 

if ving prt his band to. the Plough, and looking - 

back, ts fit for the Kingdowe of God. Luk. 
9,62, Prim eis m 6mew, looking on thoſe things 
which are behind ( che Fiſh, and the Cucum- 
bers, and the felons of Egypt : ) or which tend 
to a ſinful 'Retrogradation, . for ſo muck. the 
words Grarmatically impOrt ;"therefore, ſayes 
Chriſt, Remember Lot:s wife, Luk. 17; 32. 
This one thing '{ do, Hoc ago, ſayesthe Apoſtle, 
forgetting =: enim, thoſe rbinge which are be- 
hind, \and_ reaching forth to thoſe things which 
are before, Þ preſs toward the mark, Phil, 3; 

JF 13, 14, O wy brethren 1-if eyer you intend ta 
& preſs forward, take heed of looking backward ; 
1'Y asever you:hope to-:rexch the mark, take heed 

you fall not by the way. Reniember Chriſtian! 
thou;art under boads and:Coyenants with God - 
for-thy faithfaull and conſtant ſeryice,: d | ft 
the whole and full term of thy life Thou apt- 
under \£iff with him as\thy\lawful Caprars and 
Communder ;- Thou haſt his Preſſe-mony and 
his Livery, and he hath thy/\New#, "and-thy 
Haud and Seal too,' for thy.loyal and impartial 
4 obedience © (be ſuce; God will find thee. out 
Y-\among rhe crees of the Garden, and wor bero 
| thee, when he begins co: manage ſuch a Tryal 
Igainſ{-chee, ' eicher he "will whip ghee" home 
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- meaſure be full, and then reckon with thee for 


'20, 12. Many, nay; * 
Hever'riſe more, bur-axe of them who draw b4 


"v Noah; a Lots w/David, n ary _ all 


ev of in ſuch"a < he; or eſſe, c hich js is 
more to be-feared } will let thee alone till thy: 


alf-rogerher.” © remember 1! Gifcs are nothing; 
Duries are nothing, all external Priviledges are 
nothing ; Truch and Perſeverance i isthat which: 
crowns all. 
3. Conſider, As tall Cedars in Gods Lebas 
208 as tho or I, have fallen; and ave daily fal- | 
In the Inter dayes ſome ſhall depart from 
p Faith, x Tim, 4, 1. Under the fixth Seal 
the ares of heaven fell unto the earth, even. 
a5 a Fig-tree cafteth her uutimel figs, when ſhe 
ſhaken with a'mighty wind, Rex,'6:13. Is. 
not God now opening this ſeal, and ſhaking 
the" fig-tree > What year, what age, had the. 
Dey1] gotten ſuch windfalls as of lace he:hath 
Soren 7 The thizd part, nay more-thim_ che; 
chird part of che Rarrs arc ſmicreng (If 5t were! 


» poſſible ) they” hall qecerve the very eleh, 


Marth, 24; : 4. "But, bleſſed be God, who hach 
eit-impoſſibte'; ho are kept by the power ] 


Þ FGed through Faith unto Selvation, 1Pet.l.y. 
"Wc 'are kepr, but not by our own-power, Ws 


trwe,\y | 


pot wot wo; but 'Chriſt liveth in ««, Gal, 
'2.”2.0."O take heed. how you adventure away on. 
your ownfeet. Wherefore let bins that think- 
eth he" ftandeth, take heed leſt he-fall; x "Cor, 
moſt of thoſe:that fa 


unto perdition, © Tis rue; A Peter: (may oa 


and break their necks over the Croſs , which 
they ſhould, and might have taken up , and 
caxried' on, both with cafe and honour; and 
/ thoſe” hundreds that-thiis "fall, and break their 


WY 2s 
4» 


peate; © Now all theſe thi 185 hapned unto thim 
for enſamples : and are written for our admont- 
;tiou, wpon whom the ends of the world"are 
come, 1. (or. no. 1y., © take warning by 
_©oxhers, that others omay not hEreafter take warn- 
os ad ode 
4, Let me ask thee, 13 there wot echongh 3n 
_ Hell to ſoure all thy preſent comforts > and 
""enoueh in Heaven to Povicn all thy preſont 
.Froſces "+ Tell me, Chriſtian ,-if thou' art”"nor 
+ athani'd to'rel), What is ic thou arr at a ſtand 
.—"abour, whether thou mayeſt go forward or __ 
| war 


| az once the dawning. of mw fe is broken 


| _ thing will look likeic ſelf; Si, will then 
be. Sin, and Heaven will be Heaven - this old | 


an ? Is it a RA not conmon'to Mas? LP. ; 
Hath God made thee no: ay to eſcape with it,” 
unleſs thou take one of the” Devils blind wayes 
to clcape from ic > What :Lroxs are theſe, that 
it ſhould, ſeem- impoſſible ro paſs them 2 Are/. 
the, pleaſanc looks of the World ſo fair, ſo ra- 
yiſhing; ſoreal, ſo beatifying, that the eternal 
frowns of the Almighty God can't daunt nor 


change them ? Haſt; thou gotren a heaven, on 


: this fide Heayev,. and entail'd-ir.on the, other | 


Wold coo 2 Hiſt thou procured an' AG of Re- 
peal. on ail thoſe Scriptures , and. unalterable 
Statutes of Heaven, which have provided the + 
Contrary > As; Job $,21,  Ecclef," 5; 15; 
17T:imn.s, 7. Pſal. 49. 17.&c. On ! howſoon | 
mul all. cheſe Dreams and Apparitions vaniſh, | 


thee! When once chac light; all. appear, 4 


Hat. the 'Worldzhall then be Ariz pt''of het 
Har lt; Vail, ani "(hall deceivemo more: H H:1l - 
will be Hell indeed; and Chriſt will then be © 

wiſt,.... When thine eyes be once open'd, thou 
wilc. ſee chat'thou art #4ked, Andis there not 


enoygh.in Heayen.to' make thee amends at laſt 


Will :not che End defray the charge of the + 
. Mrans > Ganſt thou. think it will never quit | 
' colt to. be; a Chriſtian 1 in. all placcs and 1n "all 
-.caſes? If Heaven be'not worth this, L,would 
. never perſwade thee ito adventure, for;its. Alas 
. Chriſtian {were thy heart as big as; thychead, 
| a bur believe thy own Gonfeſſions,.all” 


woe 
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"Y wouldit Rand no'\Jonger a chooſing ; - 'the 


Queſtion would be'no.. more, a Queſtzon-with 
thee, What the World hach,, and what the 


' World can do, we know WC know the urmoſt 


of itz we can (ce both ends of it at once, and | 
wrap up all it's arrows in one Syllable, Death, 
which, at worſt, is but.an Anticipation of Na- 
ture. Alas, alas! I amalmoſt alhani'd to difo 
parage that infinite Glory aboye, by ſo vile, 
and diſproportionable a Compariſon ;. Well 
might the Apoſtle reckon, That the ſufferings 
of this. preſent time, are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which ſhall be revealed in 
24, Rom. 8, 8, Whar this glory 1s, 1 cannot 
yer tell you 5 He that hadſeen farther than ever 
I yec ſaw, knew not how to expreſs his rayiſh- T 


I here begin es tell you char little that I might, Appt, 
onely I ſay it is Heaven, And, as tis writ:en, 12:4, 
ge hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have 


 entred into the heart of man, the things which 


God hath prepared for them that love him, 
x Cor, 2. 9, And now, if thau art reſolved ts 
Rand faſt in the Lord, if thou wile own thy 
profeſſed Choice, unto the death ; take with 
thee this three-fold Cord, and gird up the 
loyns of thy mind with it; bind it upon 
thy heart, and let it be thy Cable in the 
Storrn, k 

I, Take. beed of over-prizing the World, 
Rate.it.not higher than thou arc ſure ro make 
ne" "God be come to. deal wich thee for It 
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\ in order hereunto . 


as for.che uſe of it, rhis concerns the Body only 
direHly, the Soul indiretly; neceffary ic is, .. 
as.co thy natural Being, but not as co thy future 
-happincſs ; an old decaying, Poſt, that may 
ſtand a whilez-and for no higher uſe than ts. 
prop up thy Workawg-houſe, I had almolt ſaid 
thy Priſox- houſe : nayy it fits as a Nail in the. 
door, to keep:chee aut of thy. Dxelling- ho: ſe, 
Lo! this is the Palladinm, :the Pearl of ſuch | 
greac worth I Conſider it again, 7 the price 
offered for ut, Match. 19. 29. Aud every one\! 
.. that hate forſaken houſes, or brethren, or [iſterj,". 
-, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or + 
- Lands, for my names ſake, ſhall receive an han. 
' dred fold, and; ſhall inherit everlaſting life. 
Here's a Trade for wiſe Merchants, that are," 
complaining they know not wherein to deal to, 
get a penny ; here's an Enſuring Office, that. 
thall 'fecure.chee.an hundred potnds. for the | 
adyenture of once, With whom canſt thou deal Y- 


WO elſc in 21! theZworld, at ſuch an adyantage- 2. 
oC  - And if chis be,.not” enough, _ there is thy Lifav. 


WP ſcycled on,an Everlaſting inheritance, Nay, 
| believe irgBrethren, Chrift makes the leaſt ont; Þ ; 


Giyc me bur. thy (elf, (ayes God, and .l.will give ©. : 
thee my (e)f.s give me all chou haft, and.T will Y:. 
give thee al} I haye; let me command rhee and F. * 
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| EY and eyer under. diſpoſe) -%. 
J and thou ſhalt commend both me and. us Ifa, 45.11 
let me haye this Earth at,my uſe, and thou- he 
ſhalt haye both ir and Heaven toogat hy uſeand - + bh £ 
ſervice for ever, On this account it Was, that ©} 
St. Paul cryes out, Phil. 3.8. Yea, dowbtleſs, > 
i 4d 1 count all things but loſs, for the excel- 
ff lency of the knowledp of Chriſt Teſms,my Lord: 3 
' fl for whom 1 have Fred the loj's of all [chinge, .- 45 
if 41d do count them but dung, that 1 may Win SY 
= Chrift, O my brethren ! are. you like ro Ie by 
: Þ ſuch a bargain ? O, whence is it then that every (44 
,  $-op is full bur God' $ ? that every: other trade - * # 
| is ambitiouſly ſued, or | patiently ſerved for, 0 
N. and this only goes a begging ? None -but __ 
'/Y worlds fools have wit enough to adyenture 
"Þ this way. "2 
" B- Ay, but your worldly hearts would ſay, might O#,., +* 
- &f tÞey but ſpeak our; We may look long enough 4X - wal 
F forthis: A little; in hand is. better than a orear's 3 i ' %l 
deal more at ſuch a diſtance, ad 
4 / This I frall anſwer briefly, but as fully, as 4ofo w, 4 
JW 1 can, bo 
: 1. Though it be future, Jet at 15 ſure- Thou 
I Y- haſt che word of a God for it, who.is truth ir ſelf, 
&f and cannec lic. Nay, thou haſt his Herd and 
'\ Seal for jt; his Word, his Covenant, and all 
the Promiſes and Priviledges of them, ratified 
; | and ſealed with his own Seal of Divine Inſp 
 - 74t:0z and Inſticution, and that in the blood : 
LY of the Lamb, is whom all the promiſes are a 
| -The Ls Amin 2 Cor, 1,20, What ow Bo 
Þ alt 


S #5 1"; 90g art fefbing «ay it 1100 hand? t 
| has Bl wet zeed owt, It iS not for che cres 
di; ofa Fatherto ehisehildren go naked and} 
' Famiſhe,  unlets it be mnforder Ta tome oreater; | 
pood.;. though 'I might interpoſe, by the way, 
that 'God” ſeldome.. .or never twNns out "_ 
ard nakes. ems tam pauper vivit quan na 

The Covcnant of Grace hath Drovided| 
as aw for*this.life, as for 'the life ro come, I 
have been: Jourgyiand now am old, yet have 1 nt 
ſeen the righteous forſaken, nor his ſeed beg gings | 
bread, PII" 39% 2.3% He, hath gruen meat ta} 
them that feartrim," he will ever be DP v0] 6/0 
his. Coveniut, Plater tt: ſ. | 
fr: weipfeenitee'sthe deareſt of Gods chit 
dren in lack, and that not-only of *conved 
niencies, "but -eytn of neeeffaries's 5 "41s a Com 
. mon Caſe, of 
Let God be true , and"every man 4 Hai, | 
Men arc, not held ro' be comperent Judges” i 
their own caſe, Thy Parum, may be Saris 
God's Tranſlation., Though the ey bc fomottend 
wi hvnt convemiencies, yer *cis 1proper,” I hat 
almoſt faid, falſe,” ro ſay "they want them, fo 
there is no want to them that: fear him, Pſat 
34. 9. This Scripture is the word of«God,' ant 
' therefore-true, If there be any want, *ris fron * 
Within, mnorfrom aboyc; miſtake not, Chrik 

- an, *us the Ship moves, not the. 'Shoar, T hop 0 

jou confeſs chat that"is not neocflary that Geagi 


gorh-mir fee neeflirye Wellchen, \can' jt cy ant 


xeally ne 
a tes oe 
; iy \whew he hach plainly aſl 
A fu ly.engag ed the-contrary'?. ': | 
3 A Nays» let me add, This bunds wy be Ow 
y 4 beſt. already; and: that-not- only 
in-the promiſe-and tirle/but-in the 
"Afar." 10.29, 30. Here. you have:wla 
Yedicion-of the fore-cited 1Text >: Forilyy i ſay” 
ns you, Here's the Oath, there 1s 0 man that 
Ybeth left boafe, or brethrits, or or ſiſters; rfather, 
r mether,ar wife, : or br tr ov land; forimy' 
[4 n the Goſpet's,\.bute he ſhall reveive' as 
» £ now inithis time, houſes;-and' 
fr > hsb: perſecations 3j-char "8; He 
tall.Jeave Lands,' or. Relations, drdGray 
Gris, 604 as ood: again. anothtr. where, 
Pt:raogers:{hall be ro:him /as- Father and'Mo-" 
ber, 6 'as: tender, as careful, as frictidly, 'n as”. 
Relations he-lefe;-. Their-houſes ſhall” be - 
houſe, and cheir-lands his" lands, --Fheſe- 
= ymapeciion-Satkuky! and- your perfes | 
_ heen, the Relations 0% ape in, and” 
a00y.. habe, the-lands, and houſes purchaſed- 
- Y Bay es y and winc's as God deate-with 
9. 4. And} Joſeph fonnd:grace 
EN Here Jeſeph found the Father and 
Irechrew which he! had loſt + Thus in toe" 
nd ; and-yer.if this rage vs 
6 abey made up >chhis: wa Fc _ it 
ie thichiecer' pare 2;if thou id in, 
1, who. ſhalk fy GodliniG with 


"Io 


Mt 
we Wd 


egreac Fain, 'T, ar 

nn AV 
riches of many wickedy'al 37. 16; O Berter i 
diporx\of horks, whert Youb'is, than! a ftalledC 
 aph; hatred cbrrewith, Proviny; ry. \Linighr 
| faccinine-valtncls of che vweraplus: o6:chis : 
tagegi both» in| reſpedt;-of the? Natures! an 
Meybiei of it 3- blur b1imuſt” nor” Digreis. 
fark poor ont © 48 «Tx 7: £O 12-918 qUor 1 

:RuB/eer up\thy» Afiwtarnce god 
1eahac Es Nr ar ong,1 

| ablove'Y 


Of: 
core Capo rm mr be:dyed | | 
newer rom 185.2 Bb "will be that for yaſle 


9okfrle? tht ape] in of ther indy 
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fring, dns; Filolacite!: He Scat in has 
diss) Whigh biive claims wir ichouſands;'may;'chi 
ay yg vn (batl-T digreſs:focfarr;ous | 
node 6 ary eicher svoncly. rh 
s igenCet0' Jour Callinriand 
Clans: hel apdeenborts/-5\Fe;1jok k 
| A Rae fed never Fab, ; Mali 
—_— Gal} afir- und f 


ol fore; i nSnapery, as Sc. . Tohs ſpcs Þ | 
athacye pay certainly: kriow, and ve cfiligo 
IC a/livgiand Elefion! And that this is, therreurh 
pf this Seriprute 5" Obſeryey firſt; his;d# $ 
Whit Elrftion and::Calling, 1in heir natural Ot= 
det, bur | \Caling and» Eleltions 9; 4d. Make eyi- 
ecof ” your Eleftion by-.your, Calling 51008 
en. give diligencero-make it ſure, direÞGotyre; | bt 
CD _ left ct Gigs 


| FTA ras = hep 
Tai cteatz-and che/Sup/ſball caſt thy. hate 


Inche way whercin [than +art walking, , As eyer 
the hopeft'tofitxd that Cordral axthe Boxomand 

| EG -onv- wich, Courage and;Paticnce will. the 
fpoyls (hall: come: th be di 3-ger-![ame; Af- 
Hibte Evideaces, that ithy;Captain's; heag/is 
WWwich'chees Alas ! Chriſtian;thoi at lixtle awaye, 
l« —_ 1uſe:/Love will: be) in: hard” ſefyice: Now 
thou loveſt, bur! confident ft not what: Randing 
Pledges: and , Reciprocacions thy-love hath goccen 
above /; - one! "abi bafdtby eafegchy bedich, 
ber God ha th-made & H+dge,abowd thee, 

d chowart: not»ſerving bin for:weught ; thou 

Wi chy Privitedges, and Spiritual Adoamgaes in 

3a witfrochers 5 che ſame Sun-.thayis (bining 
« 7 U th weed, ai © thee to07 \ Fheſe arc 
z ' tt 


Ay; bar when thy Goſhen-is become # »ilderu 

nd theſe tokens cea e what infallible: Evide 100 
haſt #hoiy then, on-whieh''thou/canſt: bgjdly al 
'thyBody, and Soul, and\Hopes and//all-1- If. ev; 
yOfanpars like beunderyourbarden, or ow , 
forhE' is bro * efomeey! 4nd now: ___ end | 
Fn 


_ pr ry Gn 
_ Fqirb and 
to begin 'wi 


TI di Tamr 
F2: ny every akhepn: Fon] A 


wohr, FTW) i io lenefe are; feolh 


ee bomns nor. 
thar'Wrong theez of: Speak Evilof thee, no 
no'Difeaſe, 7 '1no-'Fear art. thou in, | #0: treablt 
ot hev# wr 9 1: thou: haſt no. burden :confide (8 
of thyodwn ;/ hat chowno-afſifting work of x "| 
A wnonc of.chy poor brethren overladen i 
thee; whoſe burden thon/art commanded ro bed 
Gal. 6,3; Try: now! what thy . Faithend/1 
ts * IO” and- Self.denial , thy Hl 


Mo chou wilt befool thy ſelf? =: He that vit 
_ ſerve in; his-own'File, whereunts he is called, 
look t6'' be disbanded, *and: eaſt'0ur ofthe 
Serhive for ever, like one.of 'Gidedn's ſupernun 
nary Cowardsz and'what"then ? He«r 
with me, is againſt me, _Sceondly ,) It arguesthy 
mercenary bopes, 'as well'as thy flaviſh rats and” 
whac thou doſt at"laft (. /hould'R chon'make gd 
thy glorying) would appear £0 proceed from'no 
Lye or Loyaley to thy (Coprain-or to thy Cauſe; 
bur'a ſeryile; a baſep fekr, "of long the glory, or 
ac antige'of the Victory : and howJittle art thou 
like r6 be thank for ſuch ſervice? Lefdly,Tt ſeems 
ery irrational, nay, ſomewhar” impoſſible,” ro 
bring'thy boaſting to paſs. For, 1f.thow buſt run 
with the 'Footmen, "and they have wearied _ 
fr hen how” canft thou” cortrutl with chorſes Þ- 
x 2.5, How canſt thou think's | bear blows; 
Art nor able to ſtind undera frown Þ* 2+ begin 
& more tolerable than the leſs > Sure, if 2 n1mors 
| d Ce erue arguing, thou- wile be deceived. 
Thou art commanded' to. lay aſide every "weight = 
Cthat hinders thee )' and rw with Þarimnce Heb. 
'T2; x; and doſt thou' think” ro tugg'ir along, till 
thy back'btcak under'ir; 'and'the Prizybewon ? 
at 'will 'funning -@vail thee whenrhe: Race - 
over Once” behind hand;\and 'ever / behind 


, "When chy yes is full; an begins'ro 
E 3 60k, 


oh 


Thee TONE ed. Ged: Exe 1 
"ir are but Reds. : 2 1 

have- -ponie- beyond. my purpoſe on the © fir E 

4 iu g., therefore.thall.,be.che more ſuccin& Y 
here. where I haye bur./theſe three- things. 29: 


= x 


do--1; 1. ſhall ſhew:-you-that they are Rod Y 
_ bor: Rods. 2, Whac Rods they are, 3, Ape 
'*' 
Thyriheyr Rods;and but Rods, appears; + 
1-"-Beranſe they are ſp called: in Scripture, Þ 
pfal, 88,182. Then will [viſit thity rovierds 1 
fion with; the rods 4nd <7 with with fripesy: 
7 Pſal, 4g 3. of he, wicked. 
ver. reſt vo, = of, the” 6s | : 
_ T{s. v0. eo '0% Afyrie L-the' "Rad of 'p 
Anger T-45 ; 
25 God of rhirheme —_ hoot above, bi 
prople,.. but-as Roos, -  Solowon tells gs what, th 
end and'uſc'of the Rod:is, Prov. 22, 15 Foo! 
eſs ig:hound | in the heart of 4 child, but the '# 
of correction ſhell drive"lt fron him, This is, tf 
you. .defign' of the Rod'in its 710 ſhall 
"oper likg's field:+-Jetyi 26. 18; - You .knowy * 
Plowing mcang,.t th ic beto lay pq eb , l 
fallow a. whilegyet icvis in orger to a Crop, © The 
Plow 15'2n Inſtrument of, Husbandry z-where 
ſec God!sPlow, we may:conclude he. reps Dorh 
the Sced andiche HaryeR jn their Seaſon, 1 know, 
there is @ yaſt odds beyween, Þuuwrin ang + | 
Lies: an aVerging 3 5-cur] ing and curfing of ' , 
Peg J 


F prret Abyrens db $ 0s 

'Y ple owes Rn DEEP m_ ppc 

AY be Ate peaks, 2b 129, 13, Zomghe 

q | mein fr es af doyes, choſeved ws <ioe ul 

fl es p/ca[urc 3 but be, for our. 66 he et gi 

o'; ' 4h cs of, of . p16, bylipeſs 5. for , ma, vY 

{Þ 30g far che: preſent ſcemeth to be jars ht Crige 
'Þ row ; never! eleſs afterward it yeeldech, ON 

able fruit of ri teouſneſs, | 

.3.God dealer w ih theioftruments wi Zogs. 

hen the Child. ſufficiencly;bearen,, he Rod; 

rec g6 Sg afide. 7 beſſ,, 1%, 111.55, 4 ” 

$5 od ta.revompen[e. tr il 0, 

I = yk ths Joe. This, was the. end of th 

T Egyptian 1 as you ay read at large, EMS. 

fo '$o God dealr HE, the Aſſyrian, the. rod of. his 

"J Angers 1{4,.10, 27. And ſhall come” to Hol cj 

i that day, that bis burden, ſhall he taken, amay 

F $f m0 "thy ppoulder ; and. bis. zoke 1g! 4 


#8) neck... and the yoke ſhal be ds RETRY 


10 of the aneinting-, When Godsar 
the will burn coc yok, char ſate heavy 
A Math -necks of his che wo the Jap 


ki arrowsare. turn'd, and che Teed 1s.in, vay 5” 
d.z he will drive off che Beaſts, and the 


of oppreſs. no mores bur; be Sh far. ects ' 


the ſecond thing, prope ſed, bv 
hac., hy theſe ate 3 TA is L; all. do 
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| Kee n Shop 7: hw Fi he Wife 
28 10s felf, f eemeth Joyous, ue grievores. Al 


"3 the burden *and+ diftrels* of -_— 
wy Croſs hath its nails with'it, a&ording tg. 
its kind and degree ;\ yer God hath forme: greater 
and ſharper ' than others,” that - will 'not'"only: 
M.. ferncibhe's $kin; bur"tear the fleh; and break the: 
-- bones, All-hjs rods'are nor of a fize; that he: 
—— nay prof orrion himſelf "to the Rrength' of the. 
; Mfendent, and che height. of the'Offerite, "God: 
Fg kay! ſer” a Bramb1e over thee, and hrdge thee: 
— hon” with Thorns, - Wonder 'nor,.Chriffian,' if 
FN the Rod ſmart, char is dipt inthe” Guitt of fin,” 
«nd Divine diſpleaſure, "A 
# 2, Long Rods, Such b may- -reach over all-th 
P-—  cothfons, all hy hope 5s, all- thy contenitenerits.| 
8 Such was Fob's Mer trouble on'eyery hand, withe 
"- Jn door and withot,"" God may, hy. thee our'in- 
ES + Tith'a ſtorm, ag\(hy - {will thee from head \to! 
* F. '** footy and keaye thee never'a dry thitad'; nay;. 
x he may wrap-up thy (ylpuat peace in che lameF 
3 plishttoo, and make .thee cry our With" David, | | 
Ali 'thy waves: and thy billows art” gone 'goer me; 
al. 42-7. The Cloud may obec read thy 
. whole" Horizon. in all the parts and' > ienſion | 
of 'i;, Sometimes God cuts. his Rad *fo' long}: 
that icſhall reach ffom*thy Cradle to ; Gove , 
E. ney; he haha rotl-char is as logs i 
_c ic ſelf; which is the god he hack ik 
FE .-4 - Enemies, (2 \ aid tp Nite & 
1H Strong rads, Sy. as ; thor =I 


WF 3. I rr. = P—_— — a XA "_Y =) EY mm ws. I—_ , > 


hy 


- 


may bring: ſuch an evil upon'thet) and 
focloſe at thee, that rhouſhalt' mot be ablt to 
35 he 'rhrearned Ferem 11 18, The weak, 
God i ſftrouper than meu,'t 'Cor.: Ts 25, \ 
contend with the Aldighty, or. quench che flame: 
ey rave; fire? He ie wiſe Ns ares h- 
afro bs hath hardned him: apain 
hath proſpered Job 9. 4. "Gi 
Haw 'his\arrow ſo deep, that. it (hall Be Cure: 
reach home, and frike' ite emark's thobgh ten how: 
ſands Rand” in his way ; theugh Earth" and HU! 
conſpire wich their utmcft $ill and. power, yet . 
thetes''no' reſiſting of his abſolure by and pur= 
poſe 3" nor turning "him from bis 'defigntd end! 
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p#,: cven determined. ju the .mid#Ft of all the; 
, Land. . 'Wnoeyer, or whatever. be the Inſtrue 
ments, they muſt work by. Gods rule, -and-:i8 
- Gods. drtermned, though: they croſs his pres. 
"> eribed Way. | | 
Proceed we now: to the laſt Define, ye 
.that whigh was. the fiſt in our eye. 
' Doe. 4+ . i That the Lords Red-is ud dum rod, It is a 
ſpeaking, p leading rod, 
Lhis..we. thall © F.; [hoes -2,- Interprer: (48 
God: ſhall enable). che Voice. of ic, /1.-InGeb 
.neral;. 2. la. Special, 3» We (hall »pply. 'all 
; very bricfly... | 
.,Herg are two Arguments deed: Tag 40 the Text 
it ſally to.ulluſtraterthe 5= of thiseruth, 144 
..T he. Lord ryes for Andience. He hack 
pond his Rod to plead his Quarrel, ſceing 
his Prophers conld not be heard; and now coms! 
mands.their actention tochis his. ſeverer Meſſens | 
ger +. Hear 8. the red. Which clearly implics, 
chat, it hacha Yoice;z nay,an intelligible, though: 
10 it {4f, an inarticulate Voicc. His Rod, and his: 
are ſometimes Synou7me in Scriptures as 
Ia, 1 To 4. He thall ſmite the earth: with, the 1 
rod of hus mo wh , 4yd. with- the wr gnng 5 FT . 8] 
fo sballh by a 4 the Woes: God dot 


 __ 
©: 05 4 


6. | bus 50k un dar ad ouet-of 1 thige- 
{th « sharp ſword, that with it Agrennry's. fe 
YN the nations: and he Shall Tile them with # 
is Þ r0d of iron, &c, And 'agheſperks rods, '6' his 
he Þ rod ſpeaks and pleads with thole”unto whont | be” . 
ls & is ſent. + i 
i 2. The Text tells-us, that it 5s the td. ff | 4 
tf divine and ſpecial- appointment ; which a 

FF the E-dand dehign of it ; it js a"defigned; 4) 
<a} a defigning Rod. - God doth nor ſhoot his 4 ar- 
-Þ rows at K1udors, without mark: or aim ;bbt the AF 
a} bath a 1 herefore for every particular of his «7 
Providence.” For this cauſe mayy are weak'and 1 
fickly among you, and many ſleep, t Cor.'t 1.30; 
This 4s one main'uſe God makes of his Rod,' to' 
point at his meaning by ir, and to give us "rhe 
ſenſible ang viGble C hara@trs and Emblems of. 
his mind,” God ſpate in divers manuers in time 

paſt, unto the i by the" Prophets, Mayes "a 
_ Apottle, -Heb, r. 1. But hath in"theſe laſt, .'' 
dajes ſpoken' unto us by his Son. Andnow, may _ - = 
ſay, in divers manners too, Sometimes by his 
Word, 1n-plain Scriptures ſometimes by the 
explaining, or:awakening Miniſtry of it ; and 

that either in Doctrine or Reproof and Threac- 

ning ;” or.:n Promiſe and Incouragement ;, . i 
Sometimes by his Spirit, in the ſecrer workings | *Þ 
and whiſpers of it, in, and on the Conſciengs; "Y 
WY and ſometimes by his Rod ; 'when our ſtupid 
b- | Dulneſs, or perverſe Careleſneſs is grown to 
f. | ws. +48 » that other hy and wayes;: 


QI .m us. be _ jd pe ar oY | 
uy; &h Us in.it, with the more fixed, * 
a. ſolemn [: ſolution. oak far the Text: 


. pre eſen.to proye then; of i i, | ® | 
by "I ſhall add but.2 word-or ewo more, for the. 

Demonſtration of the Fen: : and ſo proceed to the 
Iaterpretacion of the yoice. | 

For Demonſtration, or why the Lords Rod. 
(bould baye a Voice. 

-. I. For the glory of bis Attribmes. Gods 
Wiſdom, Faſtice, 6a Mercy, are highly con 
cem'd in it. To think chat Divine Diſpenſari« 
ons are feed by a blind [nf wt Necelliiy, of | 
Caſualcy, Kh ſome gloriouſly defigned, ahd | 
decermined Exd, is Atheiſtically to blaſphene | 
his. heavenly wiſdom. Affliction cometh not 
forth of the duſt, Job 5,6. God: has a Wheel 
within the wheel; a wheel of infinite Counſel 
and Wiſdom, which moves within che wheel \of | 
external Providence, Dexs & Natura nhl fre. 
fra agunt. Nay viewould orcatly derogate from 
the —_ of his Faſtice, to:exerciſe his Rod, | 
wichour ſome. proportionable Exd 2. For, (to 
ſpeak with holy reverence ), Gad is, as it were, | 
bound in all his Divine Actions, co aim at hit 
pwn Glory, becauſe there.is no higher End, far | 
all Humane, Angelical, or Divine Idabons 0 

7 in, And whercia is he glorified more 
in-che SHE and blefled Fruic of 

?. This.ig 45 poggrin -che Scepter,| rhe | 

the Coorcive Lows: « 
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Y tis Goveramege, 2 a © vide: 
of his omg an he pr Jes 
i-is cercain, that onthe account'ot;/ 
I and ſupreme Sovereignty; he wig] rows any 7, 
$ violacion of his Juſtice, diſpoſe boch-0f-Us amd $5 
HY Ours, '25 he pleaſes ;\.neither is he- bound-to give "Mm 
e F us an Actourit of his. wayes, any More tharv we 
et | arc bound to give the Worms we tread -on-an 
d 


account of. ours, He \tmight deal- wich -uis with 
dumb blows, and never {tand to reaſon the-caſe 
with us, He once gave us both to know, to will and 
$Y Obey; : and darcwe think to enjoyn hin-2o look 
* | up, or repair what we have leſt or ſpoi'd ? 
* 8 Though we have-pluckt our the eyes he gave us 
Cy ro ſce with, and ftope the ears he gave us ro hear 
tf with, may he not in Juſtice require-it at our ', 
tf Hands? and that, not only by a Precepe, buta F 
Fi Penal Law? Yer, ſuch is the bleſſed Commen» "4.90 
inf dation, -and condeſcention of his Grace and k 
| Mercy, that he will plead wich us" before he 
ftrikes 3 nay, and his very Rod ſhall ſpeak, and A 
* chain ſuch a Dialect, as our poor, broken ct» \ 1 
1 pacitics may. in ſome certainand* ſaving manner b 
8 apprehend, 
| _ 2. Torerach but Ends. God's End is not bare- 
F +6 t ezyifcſt che-grearneſs of his Almighty 
| | Power, nor the ſeverity of his Supreme, ics 
'{ in-cruſhing in pieces'the poor Por(heards of the v 
earchy but co reduce his degenerateyfallen Crea- 
 tares,'to a nearer Reſemblance, and 'fuller par- 5 
tia of that Bleſſed 1 
. which he had ac firſt enſtamp 
"Was the Epitome of Gods: 


mage of his own, 
-on'them, Mar 


 dayes. work, che 
y — 


F Word wetter and became a Chaos, 2 con-! 
E:-» hoſed, ed; and*dark-heap of all 'manner of helliſh, 
EP x. and-rebeliious Principlesand Practices: ſo: chad 
A] ever ſince; God hath been on a New-Creation» 
workin the World, Epþ:2.410.and 2 Cor.g,17, 

eompar*d with Job. 5.17." And in this his wew 
work 'hevobſeryes his #/d 'methad z Firſt; he. ,; 
creates Light to work-in,'though not to work © 
by:: Lipht for h's creacure*'s ſake, bur not for 


rures,” which muſt, inſome meaſure,and in ſome 
ſenſe, "co-operate , or work with himz what | 
will ferve again of the o/d raines, ruſt and, as 
for the rnatter and ſubſtance of it : rhe old. Fa- 
Ty culties and Powers, New-wroughtand SanQiificd 
bi unto a #ew, yer''its primitive, Order and 'Ser- 
7 vice, ?Now, I ſay, the cafe being thuss 'it would 
nor fcem fo'conducivle to his End, to leave his 
Creatures ucrerly i in the dark,-as to his mind and 
pleaſure, in and by-ſuch Providences ; - for-his 
£& Rod is as his Axe or Saw, to leflen, or ſhortens 
0 . or ſhape us in any manner, for the place and 
# uſe he hath'idecreed,”/ and called us unto, and ' 
under theſe, we are not-to:be meerly palin; [| 
but Five alſo. Let this ſuffice now to have been 
ſpoken; by'way of conlicntiabun. of ſo, plain and 
evident Truth. F 
Þ 2/'Well, this, we hopez'i is cicenhmani- 
; feſt, both from the light of Reaſon, . 


Fijor: 'Bur what this Voice/is, "or how-to give * 


| Man fell, this tle. 


his own; God is now working on rational crea-.. 


Scripture, 
=nd Conſdierice; 'thet rhe Dords Rod baths © 


the : 


; Met rue ce anne, erpretateanyeigothe 
Onuction': arid were this Queſt | _—. 
ly,” impartially, and praRtically debared (nnd b 
. retolved, as the 2frnr and: Rue, the: leffer' v7" 
euntantial: and Paniilios of: the duainan 
» private and worldly: 1mtereff ; there were {ome 
'\Y probablehope, nay, 'more than probablepithat 
P God "might yet ac laſt "obrain_che- Glory hes 
n 'Y. contending, and we the happy' peace and ſalne- 
r 


tiov, we are looking and longing for..: 

_ for! © dowe help” cin”rhis diligent” "andferious 
-- | - Search; 'give me leave to premiſe rhele: four 
: things. | tact) 

3 r.; Know cherefors, inthe firſt place; 'T 
5 F when God ſpeaks co: us by his Rod) /heeTpeaks 
- | a$'toi Rational creatures, tharvare'icapable- 
JI drawing Inferences,'as well from chiszporke, is 
SS from his word, Goddothnort work-upornyusas 3 
| | upon Speks and Stones, thar are ſuppoſsd;unteys 
iv inſthfible of the Strodks, and. ignaranbofithe © © 
Wotkman's' defieny' God bach prinaipled ils 
FF withan Satellectiwr Faculty, that Lay 
 chude*:coricerning his! 1ll from; this idfrky. 
Henee” is/-that compathorace wiſh, Newt. 32, 
29." O'rhat  they' were: wiſe} that. \thty ' he 
derfoat' this 1 that they  wontd confider.-their 
Unterent'! And thartad mir 4 Iſa 23: 
Tſravl doth not knom; my\ people not Con. 
der.”Though I thotld ok = {cbxe{vagontcheas, 


and ud ovine. arrows upou rhens 3 though = 
the 


ora we and terrour withi 
the young man, ard the wirgin, 
' Piingalſe,s with-the man of gray huarg; "os 


worto-and' worſe Hit, Foy they ard - Ps 
old of Connſel, neither is there any ki fr oh 
inginthew,-' Tis truce. we are ſcnfible enough of ' 7 
the'Smarr of the Rod, but nor of the Etid, and * 
Deſign'of ic. | In .other things, that, compara+- * 
tivelyy"4ittle::or nothing - concern us, we catiy | 
with-an elaborate, and fiudied exzane(s, run 
h'the whole Sertes -and concatenation of 
propinque and:remote cauſes, and examinetheit' 
mutualdependences andprodudcts z 3nd yet. how 
. Rrangely blind and ſottiſh are we in the caſe” 
betwveers God and our ſouls? Oh 1 whenever © 
thereis'an evilin'the'Cavp, a Judgryent: thewdey' 
ned, orinflictedy/on the Church, Srare;T | 
Famityzmhercin you live, er on your own” Per» | 
ſons, ior pertonal [relations ler ; your: nertand © 


fpeedy-comſe) be; to'make-diligent Inquiſition | 
yore more, ops ry ew \ mor «he 5 | 


nar med moon do om rn : 6 
wor heathen, I un! Hear, Of Barb, | 3 


2 ; from char” "Suced and: 
S other evils-that are u 


{ Y -over you,.and:fiomh the tocomegh 
Yo (he ſound of Gody Tramper, -to'the -yoice* aj 
F Gods: Rod :i:©, don't abandon yohr 
and play the nad men in the things that'do"fo 
nearly concern'/you t-God is\'now contending , + 
with us for.theſe and theſe things,” and (hall we - 
' not give hinva ſober: hearmpg?” 'Bay, we do hear, 
Þ and feet 100, thay our-ears:dv rang/e, and ode 
\ Y very: hearts/akey, and fball-we nor _ © 
* Y #bar excrthis/bould be faidof Ergland { Vihi: 
what will become. of us The;Harp and the! 
Þ 5he Hoang! _ Pipe, —_— are in res : 
| Þ Feat burthey regard net'the work of thi Bip d —_ 
m ny conſider 1he oper at 109 of A RM 
N Fort any: Frople are gone 1160; capt h 
4 ; *be have nohnowiedge, Tia, 5. 1 
A beihe firt rhing chen ILY by res 
"Y thar. whenever God doth lay his od ws 
pes thonld cake cpaciet notice of it; Ke 
fey. your ſelves with att ſeriouſneſs, ſpeed; 
| ivporcialicy, co inquire intothe Ie As [7 
4 4 ning, and-End of it, © el 
WH + Vp org the-Word of God! 
= gore che Phy oven In rſtand the di 
Y '"g che Urine by the Rules of bis Bots wk 
2 Mo aies bam goon Vrinal. of cs, 
*: _ examine whay.che Word of Godwill fay 
- *—_ Conlcience. is CIR 7d 


k. "Wt | - 


» <xD 
. Lt: "$5... 


Ig 5 4 P's ori "0 -pre 
ſexetcht ou Ga nding there; for x J ol 
.fenr;; 1 ſay, for-cheſescharacters-will never e 

_ .expung'd thoſe lfaves, but by che ſame Divine © 
hand chat, ingraveditben, 1f zbowhaft not. ſub»! 
Kicuced the Lyes. and -Inpoſtures bf thy own.,des 7 
$ixed hearr, but - wilt be faighfFul: and.ingenut-. 
Quy.z)here- thou [ſhalt find a true, and plain it | 
-terpretation.of Providence. - We may not /ex- 
Þ5R. chat, God- ſhould ſpeak to us immediately | 
.from Heaven, 4uvs:woces; or. by any.imiraculous ! 
Revelations .pr Enthuſiaſms ,:.25 ſome "giddy I: 
Srain would pretend unto; this were-indeed. | | 
ps 1 gc name & re, But: The bony s 
nigh the 4Þee, even. m#hy mouth, and in th ain cart. | 
The, Ward. ſpcaks;. and the. "Rod ſpcaks, and 'F 
Conſcience will gompare- theſe; together, and 
liegobrnce TE a full and perfect Dit 
rat4an, an bath prove, examine,: and-anſwer 
hu A -of 38, if ic may<buc}be.ſuffe d:to. 
execute its office in you. - The great reaſon why. ? 
we are ſuch ftxangets:to: God, 15; becauſe: we * 
are; ſuch frangers. ro: our ſelves': News, uv | 

Perf. ſeletentat defcendereg.nemo. Afligion bach-a Þ 
| gxcac 'Influencey,2s-0n the" other: powers, of the I! 

- Soul, ſo cipecially ,on the Conſcience; ezther.zo We 

ſem of 39\ſearir 2./Every ſtroke,on: Pharach Y 
him. batdertiand; harder, why will jebt | 
frichem. Any mares, ye will revolt 'mare. and Ws 
more. But, where che mod, is] intended for 'Þ} 
good, and) warks..comard: that: End » there it Ft 
{ofrens and-quicketdsthe Conſcience, What a: 1 
__ effect -hadithat Rows. at 14,00 Jan FE 
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apt are rn og 
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-W WW :doj *rhe Fallacy 
- bnee God comes tg. moderate © *rish 
yet the Serpext, hall excuſe ah 


- ſupefragated. Devotro#,' thar 4 
od tence, "God wilt of 
childreny, che hr or: <he'e 

"not ts he likes oſe paſ 


% Thabo, .in" cheiz rage, 
| and Enemies” # 


have ſued, fa 
ally: ng'2 > wan "wht. Sive/s 


; 1" pray” 


fore 
"and4more 4pirimal Ju 


a 


; 2-/5he) 


bold 
he ark, «pd | 


eicontideration, and fad lamentarion,\ 
Peecatur agens ; \thac Pregnanc + Sine" 
anieeench's the Ociginalof allo 
& Miſery. Nowfic down, and ſexiou 
Lord } in what a calc. was-Jil 
bg. did + lie-ignoranc of, af 
web: cftace'! how lictle-hgges 
ue it. ! how-faing and 
beſt, have my-endeavaurs been; to- 
zor_to eſcapgifrom it. 1 obyhas 
i the old-Dregs 1 like a: 
cle more than balt hak'.; 


”_ 


f | rq ured, Poliurion ; ithe- Fountai | 
hin is unclag 1 This was. D 
gr. Ss Behold; 1was . 


wo "4 :>d difi b his jad with: 14 
of "Contempt ng us { Oh, Brdngs.x W. 
ſence ſay 1 han't we eafily granted the Devil's 
what we have ftifly denied:C briſt-? and be - 
ritcht God, what we have willingly, and- pros 
h Fatty beſtowed on our Luſts? ah, how ſhould 
"theſe things - pierce our . Souls to, confider } 
Again, by That time we have abtraQted all that 
we have loſt of that. which we have done, 
{through finful miſcarriages, inthe manner, -or 
Inthe. end ; how very little will ir be, chat we 
have been found faithful and diligent in? © 
3. In reſpeft of Commiſſi 74»; What black 
Wes 10ns Wyl there. meet us here. ? nf we look\no 
Mather than our Hearts, what an Abyſs of ' 
Filch and Deceic thallwe find chere > Ovr guilty 
"34 have beeny as it were, in Coyenant ' wit 
. What endleſs Catalogues are.our T ong ues 
Fannie of + Can we waſh our Hands iv In- 
Fnocency 2, how juſtly may we hold them: up at 
| Gods Barr + The miſerable abuſe of 'our 7 ;we 3 
"The evil Examples we have laid.,as ſnares for 
ot ers Tam numbring now by Thouſands: and 
illions; Oh, our Pride!.' our Worldlineſs r 
our Self-rndedneſs | our Cenſoriouſneſs 1 our 
Impatience 1 theſe are ſome ofthe Generals, 
under whoſe arbicrary Command- we have 
yielded up. our ſelves into ſubz:Ction.: - Lord ! 
'what {ad work haye we made whither ſhould 
we wander,were it not for thy Shepherds Crook? 
What tears, of, bloud arc ſufficient | to reftifie a 
Ada anſyerable to ſuch Guile? oh, thar 
H God 


rand y: ys i Wn, ” ai * 
1 Wn fide 7+ ares ey et e: 'S 
428 = 4 - have done }: Now 217M God is not re Way». 

.: = ©" 3ng us with his Word, but warming us with hip 
Rod; how near ſhould it 00 to our very pear 
tothink what a ſtrange and; | unpleaſing work we 
have put God upon ! Oh Fmcthinks we might. 
hear the ſounding of his Bowels within. him | 
how loath is he to part with vs, or to depart 
fromus 1 How ſhall T give thee up, Ephraim? }* 
how ſhall I deliver - a1 Iſrael > how ſhall 1 
make thee as Admah? how ſhall T fet thee as. 
zeboim > Mirte heart 18 turned withio me; myth 
repentings are kindled together ,, Hof. 11,8, 
What dear ingagements of love hath God laid 
upon us ?7' When Iſrael was a child, then I lovell” 
him; 1 tanyght Ephraim alſp to, gogtaking them | 
by the arms : But they kyew. not, that I healell } 
them, The people that will not conſider, are 

' nigh-unto Curfing : oh, that God would now 

" "awaken us, that We might-knowthe "things that. 
belong -ro our Peace ! When Patents corre 
their children, they'do, or ſhould reckon with 
them, and remember them of thoſe old ſcores, 
whi:h have been paſt by-with an angry look, or 

2 bare chreatning, This 1s thar, my Brethren, 
which God'is now' infiſting on. with us z \not 
but . thac:"the/ preſent Provocations are high | 
enough,to have exhauſted a far greater proporti- | 
on of wrath: but he will have us to know, that F 
this is not all: he hath to reckon/with us for ; 
there arc old miſcarr1ages behind, which were Þ 

| neves 


Fa | 


* acti for- ® thoutwdl 
v4 treſpaſer, which,” ic may be, were nayer ances 

«# 'encred o- your Baoks ; How miny "years witty > 
i how many years peace > how many years ſcarcir 
s ty, how. many years plenty 7? and how many**" 
s | - thouſands of 7:emps are there ſer under eyery ons* =: 
> of theſe heads? O 1 merhinks, the yery thoughe * 
{ oftheſe things, is nough to amaze us, and ficike 


[4 

'F | us dead | | | 04 

tf - 2. We ſhonld confider our Duties: This was b 
2} good Hezekiah's practicey2 King. 20.3, [ bex ke 
1h fſeech thee, O Lord, Remember now how 1. have : 

s | walked before thee, intruth, and with a perfett | 
Js heart ;' and have done that which is good in thy 

1 /Syht. Chriſtian ! theſe are things that require 

d{ thy exaceſt efamination ; and the rather, be- 

1 | *cauſe on theſe thou art apr trolkean, When all 

» & thy,ourward comforts lie at the mercy of thine 

{F enemies, hither thou thinkeſt to flie, and bes 

e#. ginneſt ro look big on thy Duties s not as .to 


their Aferte, but as to: their Evidence; Dont 


l 
tf] all thy hopes ſeem co hang on this pin ? Beſides, 

t | by theſe God hath been .more immediately ho- 

h | ntoured, of diſhonoured :. Nothing refleRs fo 

| mpch' on his honour, ,cicher to. the: praiſe of & 3 

r | difpraiſe z as that which participates, - or pre i 

| rends the neareſt Relation..to him. ' Now make 44 

th] thecaſe z Suppoſe thou ſhouldſt be miſtaken in 

1 hy duties, a5, *cis poſſable} thou mayſt ; whar if 

- | there ſhould be a Flawfound- in them at. lafty 

[Y which will ſpoil all; in what a caſe art thou 

; | then ? Canlt thou believe.that there are none ſo | —_ 
eq miſtaken? .© Chriſtian Vlec me cell chee, Helt " tad 
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ledithe place "bf: "Rn crites * even- ſych as | 

moſt part thus miſtaken, Nay, the» 
may, in a rea meaſure, be + 

** n.too'; they may overween their du=,z 

7 Ties end mils of much of that peace and ſupport * 
& he expeted in a day of tryals therefore , 
+ britys rhy duties co the Teſt, and try them theie 


three wayes. 
.r. By the Principle from which they have | 


* Ip#ocred+d,” Canſt thou rruly ſay with-the Apt 
Te,'> Cor, 112; gf bis #s our rejoycing, t 
teftimory"of our Conſcience, that in ſmplicity, 
-and godly fnterity,\ and not with fleſhly wiſe." 
"dow, bit by the grace of God, we bave had our | 
'Comverſation in the world, "Tore, there * 
may be a carnal rejoycing, ina (eJuppolitions | 


- bur, art chou ſure thy rejoycing is nor in vain? 
"Hith Duty preceeded from a Principle of Love | 


2nd Ovedicnce,,and filial awful Reſpe& unto 
God 2©Hath his Sovereign Command, and the 
conſcience of Dutyy: been the Terminus 2 quo? , 
Can you look - back on/your duties, and appeal , 
to. God, that all 'this' bath been done in an 
\umble obediehce to his command 2 Had Self. | 
Tove,' or. Blind Cuſtom, or Slaviſh Fear, po. 
hand;nor intereſt! in 'them'? Theſe are que- 
ions that God and Confcience cans belt . 
anſwer, -' 

' 2 By the Rule, by which they have been di 
wefted: Hath the Word: of God:been thy Rule 
-4n4/Fthy:duties, not-only of Solemn Worſhip , | 
'but''of rhy Calling and; Relation/? in all the 

-tran{aFtions/ of oy Ng Fn 
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i * reſt > Het thoun us'd the Word - s Thy - 
J Rule ? As many as walk according to this ul 
Y peace be on them, Ga). 6.16, Hath /ir bee” " 
your Walking=(taff; a Rule. at hand wherectver wy. 
. you g0? A Carpenter, (you know ) is dititt».. y- EY 
| guiſhed mich, by che &»le he carries in his hand; _ 


" | -whichis nor only for” his ſupport, buc fox the 
Ro © * meaſuring and trying 'of any work: he/\ma 
4 meet within his walk *'And ſhall a bed , 


2}; be of more uſe and ſervice in the hand of a Cat 
|. - -Penter, than this O/zve-tree, whoſe labour ne= 
: 'yer fails,\in''the hand of a Chriſtian 1' Butz, @s 
"forms, my fee were almoſt gone : my ſteps had 
* well nigh flipe, ſayes the Plalmiſt, wntil # went 
''} 2nto ho Santtuary of God ; then underfiood I | 4 
; their: end, Pal. 73. 2. 7: This is-a tryed a 
' | aff in ſuch caſes 4 thou-mayſt depend upon it, "I 
: and truft Thy life and ſoul with it 3 if ir break - 
1 under chee, or'ſtart afide with: thee, or any way 
| deceive rhee, © without thy. horrible. abuſe of 
It, thew-never believe God more. © As for'Gad, 
his 5 we] u perfett : the Word of the Lord is 
tryed he'is a Buchler to all thoſe that truſt in 
hits, Dal, £8.30. Andagain; Isnot thy whole 
life one continued courſe of work > Whether' ye 
eat, or drink; or whatſoever ye do,” ye muſt do 
by +vle*; vat ahd''drink:by: rule; and: fleep by 
THepwatk'by:roley and work; by:rale,.. '1#/bere- 
withatfpalt A young m4, cleanſe hu WAY? "by 
" raking hred thereto, artording to. thy: word, 
_ Pal? 199997 ' Thofe. chac will workfor God, 
| 'D3B1h : _ « IH ; Fe mu 


Fo. "Uervic undert > Erboked, and blind eyes. and in” 
 8Crocked, andunhappy. hand. Now conſider, | 
Fave you employ*d your Rule? che Trades. 
man will Bide {tandevery Figure and-Point in * 
his Rule, and theuſeof it; haye you thus im--; 
prov'd your Judgments about it > doth;the word | 
of Chrift dwall in you richly, in all wiſdom ? 
Col, 3,16. Hath' ic been a Commanding, a 
Transforming Rule 2 have you, with open Pe | 
* ; bekield\ your {elves in this Glaſs, that you ate 
Fl. changed ina the ſame Image, from glory to gle. 
: ry, as by the Spirit of the Lord >, 2 Cor, 3, 1:8, | 
Hamt. it been a" Rule to talk, and; to!repreye” | 
'others ;\ro-cenſure your brethren, and to cof- 
dem y our enemies, rather that to teform your 
"ſelves. by? Hith it been your. onlyrule ? han't { 
yur own: habituared Luſts, and Wills, and 1 
Cuftomes, been as.much your  rul? as this? 
Han” tithe Genmm of the Times, the Exam ples of J 
Greart'ones, or thy Byas of thy Intereſt, been as 
'muththy Rule, as any thing elſe 2 oh, thar God 
would: fer your Conſeicnces' on work, as ſeargh 
theſe things out .}+-©, | 
3:8 the end uMto which they Fiſts \bety do: 
ſigned, Theglory of, God ( Lknow) And your 
3X own Salyation, 4s the End.and Defign that you you 
"*P own's Ay, but may Lask you ſecrgolyy Hath this 
= been your' very end 1n (earnelt? the term nee 
1 ad quem, of all' your: Dries, and; Endeavours ? 
_ Cen" you appeal to Gad\, who, kpgwerh' all 
bY bs ar. things, char this:is true 2 /0nd daxeiyot yenture 


ſo too'! 
% Hah 


yout fouls ypon ir? - Qb, af 4 col 
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45 Prizes > what elſe mean theſe ſelf.attribus | 
tions ? theſe ſelf-.confidences ? this ſelf-ſeekin 

and ſclf-pleafing > han*: Gods eloty hung ve 
a Curtain by thee, co coyer ws __ thou art 
alham'd ſhould appear ! » Chriſtian 1 
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oſt; andallthy hopes loſt, and that which now 
; ſupports thee, ſhould ar "aſt undo thee > The 
tim? is at hand, that! God ' will try whar our 
ends have been ; oh, that I could prevail with 
my ſelf, and you, to be before hand with God 
in he great Search ! 
3. We ſhould conſider our Graces ; and 
_ thar 
| I For the truth of them, Thy Aſſurance 
of the truth and reality of thy grace, will-be thy 
beſt ſupport -under ſinking Providences, The 
time may come,” that thou mayſt have nothing 
in the world thou canſt call thine own, bur 
what thou haſt withiz, and above; When Sr. 
Peters advice may be more in ſeaſon with 
thee, 2 Pet. 1,10, Gave all diligence, to makes 
Jour Calling and Eleftion ſure. Conſider, 
how dreadful a caſe would it be, ſhould | you be 
numbred. at laſt among choſe, that now you 
would look upon as Gow's and Your enemies ; 
if all your diſtin&ions and diſtances ſhould ya- 
niſh ar the Grave, and when your veils are gone, 


hd 
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they upbraid you with hypocrifie nov, how 
wy my they do ic "as ? With whataſtoniſh- 
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| not willing to > own, ſomerime flood Caprtais i in 


what wouldſt thou ſay, if all thy - a (ſhould be 


your inſide ſhould be like ſame" of theirs > 1f 


- Bs; le WY ID ye 
"Jag Thame wilt. kids wi coupt td up wich ofe” 
that now perſecure thee > / when that hich. Y 
now thou accgunteſt” intolerable flander, ſhall”; Y q 
&ppear to be true, and God ſhall wirneſs toall 
- the world, that thine enemies were rot miſta- | 
4 ken'in thee > oh how can we be ferious enough, : 
Ip in a buſineſs of ſo immediate Concernment ! 
E 2 tet tby caſe be whaBir' will, 'ewill bg worth thy 
. , , pains to know 1t, 
"i 2, For the growth of PIR What increaſe» 
* have we wade'of our Maſtet's ralents > By the | 
by growth, we may oue's at che the eruth of grace, F 
43 Thepath of the jutt, & a4 the ſhining light,that | 
bc Rimerh more and more nuto the perfeft day,Pro, | 
4. 18, Confider, what means and” helps you 
have had + where's that you have to ſhew for all 
your Sabbat!.s, O' dinances, and Duties? a lity. 
cle growth, it may be, in the head, like children. 
in thi nib een; - bu: where? $ that Humilicy » chat 
Ex Self=denial, thit Heaven: ;-mindedneſ;, that 
= Pacienee, Charicy, and uniyerſal Ovedience!; . | 
F chat Inward, and Spiritual growrch, that growth. - 
ac the Heart, "ard at the Roor, wherein the Life, 
and Power: of ChriſtianFy doth con61 2 Hath 
our growth: been proportionable ? Proportion» 
. Able tothe mcans you have enjoyed + how haye 
E ws, your Crops paid the charoe'of all thar'Husban= 
> dry andPatience, that hath'been laid ogr about 
ES you 3, Proportionable, each parc to other 2 han*c 
- your Z:al out-!un your Knowledge ? or: your 
Knowledge overgrown your Love, ? Loh 
F” growing-T emple, 1% a Building fitly framed to- 
— "= Sejber, Eph. 2. 21. Not like Nibuchadnez.e. | 
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Þ 2a -waththis golden head, but all t 
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1 other parts of baſer Meral, OEa4 »:- 

ZF |, 3. We are co conlider, what Gods wayes 
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2 Fod carriage towards us haye been, and to came. _ 
FF pare our wayes and his cogecher 3 which mighe, - -: 
, Þ beone ſpecial mean ro humble, and ſhame us ;. 0 
$ Hear now, O houſe of Iſratl, Are not my wayes. x 
| equal? are not your wayes unequal > Exck. 18. "7 
25, O, let us fit down now, and conſider, where To 
+Þ& che incquality, the unrighteouſneſs lies. hat 
|} Imqaity have your Fathers found im me, that. 
y they are fone farr from me? Jer. 2, 5» Have 
' {you examin'd your wayes, according to my laſt 
|} direction?” and have you dealt chorowly, and 
J impartially with your ſelyes in ic? iffo, et me, E. 
ik you, What think ye >| Where's the fault, We 
- now? If the inequality be on your part, asI am - 4 
F fure you haye found ir, if you have found 'ir at: 
F all; Ochen, reſt not here, g00n, until you have 
F- brovghc ic co. ſome happy ifſue, Confider,how. 
Þ long hath God waiced'? how many wayes hath, 
. 4- he tryed ? how hathhe proffer'd, at this time, ...t een, 28 
and ac that tinie, and yet hatch forborn ?, how »»»d 1b 
often hath he drawn his ſword upon ts ? and © ons | 7 
yet hath put ic op again, andFould not, for his, 


hk adobe. om 


. now, what # Compaſs is he fetching, to humble 
us! H-re weare complaining, how ill ic is with : 4 
{ os; oh, where is our peacey our liberty, our H 
2 plency, -and_the glory of God, in his Worſhip _ + } 2 
F 2nd Ordinances, become 1 Who would have Þ 
K;.4 at b., thought | 


ht that © ever it pL ha: o8Bio, 4g is & 2 

bo alas ! weare blind, we can*r.ſee the cloud * 
7508 rill ix begin to fall about our ears 3 Whyt '” 

theſe things, nay, and it may be, more than, 
theſe, have been foreſcen by ſome, whoſe eyes 
were in their heads, and foreto1dtoo; and yet } 
now we. are come with our No# putaramns, 

Who would have thought it > Why ! who would. 

niot haye thought it >. whocould eyer have hop't 
that God would proſper a Bui/ding on ſuch a 
Bottom, and in ſuch H:nds? who would won. Y 
der to ſee a Houſe tumble, when Rood, and 
Treathery, and Oppreſſion, and, Sulf ſeeking, 
and Deceit, and [Covenant-breaking , lay the 
Foundation of ic? atig, all this, chongh ſcen by 

Hy yer lamented, asit ought, by few ; at leaſt, 
by thoſe char 'kiiew not how to help 3 it; We 

may 'wonder rachet, that it is with us as it is, 
And now theſe two years, or more, hath God 
had us' on the! Hip, like poor Iſatc , bound, 
aud ftretcht « open the waodsWho, What is it, hath, 
prevcnced hicherto, that we have not been of= 
Way,hou« fer d in Sacrifice ? Can we think that our. rc 

fands heve pentings, our bumiliacions, our perſonal, famil 
been ſacyi- © N35, Ys 
ficed ro the or heart reformaygons, have done it > oh, that 
+ Pla yp ſo ! oh, that it were indeed ſo / Bur that 
| nr + W which Tp efly aim at, under this Head, is this: 
Sword, Walk with,God, in the way of his Providence ; 
keep thine eye alinaiesupon him.; follow him 
ORs: as. Faith can trace him ; take all theſe 
{hings, a5 che wiſe, and righteous, and merciful 
ifſies of his all-di poſi ng Counſel and Goyere 


oanee a . look on thy ſelf as a piece of Clay 
| on | 


4 [| thee. 
4+ Laſtly, we muſt conſider what.it is that 


God aims at in us, and expects from vs ; \This 


» { Jeads me to the following part of the Vaice, and 
Iq {. Will, be, morefully anſwered, in that which re- 
:Y mains to be ſpoken on this Sabjeft: Wherefore, 


4; 8 1 ſhall add the leſs ro this Branch. Are we ever 
*Þ like to anſwer Gods Ends, as lone as we cannot, 
41 * will nor, conſider what, his Ends are # Sure, 
| *ris in, vain to give L2ws or Ordinances ro dead 
2 men, or mad men; ſuch as are incapable: of os 
lerigys epſideraion, The Aim of the Ro 
7 J in generaj;is this : v:z. ,A Goſpel, and Spiri- 
2 4} tusl confarmity to the Image, and revealed Will 
1g of. God; This.is the orand deſign of his Word, 
F | Þ and of alf has. Providences and Ordinances; to 
W_ EL that Umage and Power in us,by the ſecorid 
'1 ich. we had loſt in the firſt 44a 

preh Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, ms ome 
Ed ngel; ſts, ſome Paſtorsaud T eachers,for the 

| nerf ing of the Saints, for the edif rug of the 

bad Chriſt, Eph, 4.,12,1.3, That we »ght 
rom up ante bing tn all things, which 5 i the Hegd, 
even. Chyift, ver. 15. Sufferings are part of our 
conform y.to. Chriſt, who. was 4 mah of ſore 
Foes ay  afqnenned 7 h grief, Iſa, 53. 4 * ad 
a = 5 and way of our  eonformiry to þ 
Fong . who was made. 
Ties eh. 2.10, Perfe, "45.to 
PY 2 ugh. not.as.to his Nature, Where- 
A 13.4 «lf ngs jt bebeyrd him #0 Hows 


thy 


God: {Wh Noob Tn fer every uy this. fly 
A i oy ielp forward Gods defign of .grace 6h. 4 | 
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hs ADP ory way: 63 obt b 4 4 ut vey Th 
pc] faithful Dk Pri, yer, To He bare 
them, as the Condition of our peace z but we, a: 
"thepuniſhment of our fin, and the Medicine in 
our Souls, Thus you haye heard the fizft Voice: 
of che Rod in general ; It would cauſe you ro 
awake, and this to conſider, Bur if you reſt } 
* here,. and go no farther, you do no more than! 
"the ener whe Field is curſed with 


wk ave Petar tve; or 'beguil* d you, through | 
the paſſages of thenigh'; and yet while you keep: 
your #sds (till,. and fold your hands, for another 
Nap, you. do bar avoravate” the provocation , 
and cauſe Gd to double his ſtroaks, both for 
number and weight, Hach Godccalled usto be 
adle ?, K I lit" be going z we are, look for 
in the Vineyard ; one .hour's ſlumber” now?! 
hach-,more ſhame," and, guilt, *and danger”, 
than three at Midnight, Know therefore, i in 
SF next place, | 
wy 2 The Rod.calls far EPEWE Reformation. 
Himend your. weyes, and ypur diings, (tyes God, 
Te x7, 32 And throes ugh amend <your wayer, 
oF your b Grange: : thraughly execute Fadgment 
4 rap and his nt Hf boury ver; 5. Sirs! 
"W will TAE through-* ork with us,before -: 
LES either he\Wi Yeh [3 reforigt us; or 
bred bly rul ned" Heh th now ftip pt us from 
4 Y ro oe and bath even ſet ai as in tht day 
the we were bor; : Orme mea h8e waſh | 
our 
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eur feer only bitwill 001 ſpread, his Plajfer 
"TY as large as the :Sore. He hath. brought: us ro " 
"& che Red Seas Where he will. baptize a6 1» the Di 
"*Y C/oxd, and diſtinguiſh who are of Egypt, and 
. 3. who are of 1/rae/ ; nay, who'are-of 1ſrael, 8 
"# avd _ Iſrael indeed. Now this Uniyerſa« by 
© lity reſpects, . - 4 
ry : The SubjeR. | | :4 
oh The Object. MP 7 . © 
w 7 The Subjef, Every part, and. power ot "2 
in Soul and Body, muſt paſs under the Fuller's X 
/e; | bands. Yield jour ſelves ( without any reſtrifti- 
hk | 905, or reſerves.) unto God, as thoſe that are ".Y 
> | whive from the dead ; and your members, as In- 'Y 
[2 'F fruments of Righteouſneſs, unto God, Rom. We 
| 6.73. All that was out of Frame, muſt beſet _ * 2 
f J at rights again, If one »heel, or the lealt Pan, Y 


| bewmiſeplac'd ; if the moſt indiſcernable motions 
be impeded, the whole Frame, though other« 
- | wayes, never ſo glorious or elaborate, is ren= 
- } 4dred utterly uſeleſs and unſerviceable, Showld- 
? B 1 inbRt here, on a diſtin&t Comment on the ſe- 


? ' veral diſorders, weakneſſes, and pollutiogs of 
, } every particular Faculty and Member, 1 might 


| ſeem to treſpaſs on my Text, and abuſe my in- me 
) F rended brevity. Onely, let me-relf you, as I Nl 
paſs; The reformed Creature muſt be 5 new 
Creature z and the new Creature muſt be new- 
born; and the Child new-born. hach every 
part and limb alike new ; not only a new Hz:ad, 
or a new Tongue, but a new Heart, a new Eye, 
a new Will, a new Conſcience, new. Aﬀecti- 
ons; new. Feet, new hands, new withio,. and 
new 
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new Creature: old things are paſt away z bes 
hold, all things are become new, 2 Cor, 5,17, 
The Corruption is unjyerſal, and fo niuſt the Þ 
Reftitution be : the dead man is all dead ; and. 
ſo when life comes, -it is univerſal; fot 3» toto, 
& tota in qualibet parte, Lord, not my feet on- 
7, ſayes Peter, but my hands, and my head, 
ON. I Jo. 9s 5 6 
2. TheObjeft. Tis not enough to lopp off a 
ſprout or two of fin, but ir muſt be cleanſed 
by che Roots, Cur theſe Brambles, and you 
ſhall' haye three for one, prune them above 
grotihd, and they grow the ſtronger at the 
roots, Ab, my Brethren ! is this all you haye 
done > What though your Chxrch-path, or 


your Market-path be free from thoſe Brambles, 


chat your Neighbours (tumble not at them yer 
the Freld is overgrown, and God hath nothing 
to ſow, at leaft, to grow there. O, fic down, 
and confider, what fins have you been particu 
larly and perſonally' convinc'd ef ? Can-you 
narhe me the Luſts chat you have ſer up for your 
Mark, the ine whereof, you are reſol'vd, /in 
the ſtrength. of God, co ſeck ; and againft 
which, you will die Fighting or Triumphing ? 
Anſwer me here, and then let me ask again 
Whar is' the fin thon art thus owt with? and 
whence ſprung thy firife' wich it ? Is ic ſome 
ſcandalous foul abomination > Drunkenneſs, i: 
may be, or Adultery,or Thefc, or Taſe-bearing, 
ot any the like things, of evil report amongſt 
the ſoberer ſort of carhal men 3 *tis rtue,/- gheſe 
things 


£ 
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-holdin others ; much more, if their own, Þ 
, FJ rell me, Chriſtian, are theſe the fins thou "ag 
ie | eſt thy {c1f moſt guilty, of, and addiRted to 3,or 
df doſt thou ſeem to bear thern flch a ſpleen, be ; 
0, | cauſe they are the finsof others, and the ſhame 4 
j= | not like to refle& on thy ſelf? IF this ber, 2 
l, |  Publicansand Harlots may be in a fairer way 

'} | to. Reformation than thou. Haft thou duely 
a | ſearche thy own heart? whac haſt thou found 
p | there, chat chou canſt thus reſolye againſt ? haſt 
| [thou mark-d our the King of Iſrael, thy. ac- 
e | ccuſtomed, and moſt endeared Luft ; and 
© | muſic:e1 thy ſtrength, and ſevereſt charge 
& | there > haſt chou found T hy Enemy, Thy Inj. 
r | quity ? Canſt thou go freely to thy heart, and , 
s | ro all the privy, and ſubdolous Receſſes of ; It, 
t | and pull our thence, that ſecret, ſpiritual, and 
o | almoſt indiſcernable Pride » that hidden and 
, | painted Idol of. Coyectouſneſs, that Teſuired 
s |. Traitorof Unbelief, thoſe circumciſed Shiche- | 
u | mites, that are there, like Toads our of their 
r Holes, and hew them in pieces before God 2. 
x | Alas, Chriſtian ! 'tis not doing, nor ſuffering, 
z | will Cave us, nor yet comfort us long, unleſs we 
= do,and ſuffer, according to the full,and crue in- 
| 
1 
£ 
C 


rentand meaning of the Revealed Will of Gad g 
To lop off a forward, ſcourging Luſt here, and 
to g0y and graft? it again on another Fork by, | 
is the propagation of fin, not the reformation of 

, che Sinner, Oh, Sirs 1 I would not for all the 

t | wor!ldgyoul ſhould be wiſtoken 3 *ris as much as 
. ours own Souls, and tht Crown of my rejoy - 
5 Cing, 
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to all the world, 


| themſelves greatly under his mighty hand, 


generation of his wrath, And Jam. 4. 10. 


« and he ſhall lift you up. So, 1 Pet. 5,6. Hum. 
ble your ſelves therefore, under the mighty hand 


This is the ptopery and dire& Voice of. the 


heard > whac more natural T»ferences may. we 
deduce from -it # why bath God brought down 


. and upon every ont that is lifted up, and he ſhall 
mY be brought low, Ia. 2,12, God will cauſe the 


x them know ir is in vain to. magnifie themſelyes 
aoainſt thej? Maker, Know therefore, that when 


25.29 


Neither is thy forced external humiliation, c- 
novghs to be humbled, and to be bumble, are 


 _ "comes to, I fear the miſtake is more common. 
ie than you are awate. O keep,them all clean, 
"WT "withio, as well as without, that you may never ; 
be aſham#d when God ſhall rurn out your Inſides 


3. God expttts that his Prople ſhould humble | 
Jer. 7. 29. Cut off thine hair, O Jeruſalem, 
and caſt it away, and take up a lamentation on _ 


high places; for the Lord hath rejefed the * 
c Humble yorr ſelves tt the fight of the Lord, 


of God, that he may exalt you in due time, 
Rod: if 2MiRions be doQrizal, as you haye 


the outer man,” but that he might humble the. 
FP | inner: mani ? For the day of the Lord of Hoſts * 
F./ ſhall be upon every one that u proud aud lofty,” 


four hearts of the world ada 3 and make. 


eyer God hath © do wich thee in ſuch wayes as © 
" theſe, he'hath a (pecial eye on thy Pride, for he 
oo hath ſaid, God fefifteth the proud, Jam. 4. 6. ' 


of 
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i The Price of the Red 

'F of 2 wide differetice. A Pharaoh, an Ababy 
'F may lye under a Force, and under all cheit 
| Humiliation, be as proud as eyer, ' "Tis not 
4 cnoagh to bear an AﬀiQtion, though ( it may 
'} be) with ſome commendable meaſure of pa» 


' Bull-ruſh, nor thy refolute contempe of 
the, Croſs, that will commend thee before, God 
The iron may look like Gold while *tis in the 
fire, and yer it is bu: 1ron ftill; as ſoon as 

Þ the hear is oyer, ic returns to its old form : ohy 
$ my. brethren 5 if you will learn any thing, if 
yott. will gee any ching by the Rod, learri to 
humble your ſelves _ it, heald fi 
4. "God expefts that his People ſheuld ftir 
themſetver, 2. lay hold of bi Shall we = 
our. Father go; before he hath bleſſed us 2? 


Woe unto us when 4a departs from me, Hoſ.. 
now and profeſs, that all 


| 9:12; Don't we 
our hopes and happineſs are bound up with 
{| him? and can we ſee him going, and our 
 'Þ hearts not mElt within us # oh, my Soul f ſhall 
we loſe him thus! can we ſee him turning his 
| back upon vs, and. taking his laſt Farewel of 
| vs, and our Seals not dye for very grief # O 


England ! haſt thou not a few Names yet, that 


| cannot, that will not» part with their God ſo? 
_ Þ oh, thar I could melt into a cloud of Tears, and 
| be ſprinkled on the hearts and eyes 'of my care- 
" | Teſs Brethren { O Blind ! Blind Eng/and t Me- 
» I thinks I ſee Lo-amms and Lo-rabamab written 
| . } on the doors of thy SaniFnaries, and the abu- 
fed Sampfor of diyine —_ laying hold _ 
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| what wile they 
do with us > Shall we fall, and not ariſe? wilt 
thou twrn away, and not return > 0 Father | 
Wilt thou not then take thy children with theef 
with whom wile thou leave us and our little 
ones ? who ſhall reach us > who ſhall feed us? 
who will protect us? who will care for-us? 
what will become of us? oh! let us dye 1n 
thine *1rms before thou go : 16 thou wilt not=»! 
if thou wilt not ſtay with us, let us go where 
thou goeſt, and dye; that we may be with thee, 
Crowns nor Kingdoms ſhall not tempt us to 
tary behind thee ; thuu- haſt our hearts, and 
our life ts hid in thee; if thou leave us, we 
dye, :' Oh, Sirs ! if there be any thing of the 
life, or love of God in youz itever you did, 
or ever mean to pray, more ? now pray ; if 
you have any power with God, any relation to! 
Im, any intereſt in him, by Chijſt 2 non 
plead 1t, and improve, it; if you cam do. any 
thing, now try what you can do to help us} 
Marvel not at my Paſſion, Brethren z I can't 
look up towards Haven, and think. of a des 
parting God, but that-I could even breathe out 
ry very Soul after him ; I can't think on your 


"HE » 


F* 


. hs 2 
A 


'*poor children , and thoſe yet unborn of you, 


and what is like ro--become of thetn twenty 
years hence; if the glory of Iſrael, and the 
power of godlineſs- ſhould now ' depart from 
us; bur ic cats my heart with pity for-them}; 
and can ycu alcogether hold your peace at thi 
rice 2..certainly, .*cis no ſuch indifferent caſe a 
the world accounts it, Who will plead _ 
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ſuch 'a time as. thiss if y 
Can theſe Daunghi- Birds fer. a.due race on 


Fewels 3' what is thy beloved more than ans cam; 5. 92 i 


ther beloved? they can ſee no {uch- beauty in 


him,» nor advantage by him, that. they ſhould 


defiie him $3 rheir Corn,and Wine, and Luſts, 


are: b:crer co them than all that is in God or - 


Chriſt ; and are thefe the perſons then chat are 
like. to: appeaſe a provoked God, and to hold 
im wich us } You can't loſe a Child, a Wie, 
a: Husband, a dear Friend, or any outward 
tomfort.or enjoyment, without ſome tears or 
erauble ; and can you part with: God, the 
fountain of all-theſe, nay,. of all good, with 
leſs trouble and care of heart? Gard your 


| ſelves, and lament, ye Pricfts: howl ye CMunte 


fer of the Altar : come lye all might in ſack- 
cloth, ye Miniſters of my God, Joel. 1.13, Te 
that make mention of the Lord; held net your 
peace day mor night, keep not ' ſilence, and 
give him no reft, till he eftabliſh; and til 
e make Jeruſalem a praiſe 'in the earth, 

Iſa. 62.6.7, | 
5. God expefts we ſhould renew our Cove- 


\nant with him, © See the holy and pious Zeal of 


Ezra and his people in the like caſes after that 
God" had begun+to'turn the Captivity of his 
people under. (rm, Darin, and Artaxerxer, 
2nd. chad wonderfully reſtored them with # 
range and unhop'd»for deliverance, ſee ahaps 
9.2: The. Princes came unto Exra,; ſaying; 
The'people of Iſrael, and the Priefts, and t 
Lev ites; have not ſeparated themſelves _ 
19t I z 2 
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fons ;--- which they were - expreſly forbidden 
to do, Dewt. 7-3. On this report; ſee how his 
loyal zeal did burn for God z WhenT heard this 
thing, I rent my garment, and my mantle, and 
ras off the barr of my head, and of my beard, 
and fate down aftomed, ver, 3, And then ha- 
ying prayed ina moſt humble, and patherical 


manner, when he had confeſſed weeping, and - 
erfling himſelf down before the houſe of God. 


nay, the people wept very ſore, chap. 10, 1, 
Now. therefore; ſay they, let us make a Con 
venant with our God, to put away all the wroes, 
and ſuch. as are born of them, according to the 
counſel of my Lord, and thoſe that tremble «t 


the commandment of our God, and let it be 


done 'according to the Law, ver. 3, Here \is 


not.enly their Conſideration, Confeſſion, Re- | 


Ppencance, Reformation ;. but their Solemn 
Covenant; for they (ware, ver. 5. for the per. 


perual remembrance, and- confirmation: of it, 


Oh, that there were ſuch a ſpirit mm the hearts 
of our Ezyra's! and' in the heagts of our If. 
rael I L*t' us once more make a Coyenant with 
God'z- if any thing be'like ro Fay him with a 


-people, '*:is-his Covenant, For he i a God that | 


keepeth Covenant and Merey for them that love 
tim and obſerve his Command ments, Neh, 1.5. 
He never did nor ever will, break his Coyenant 
of mercy; with" choſe that keep their Covenant 
of love and: obedience. with him $- oþ- chen ! 
'L*c us 20" and pay whto the Lord aur God, 


| | For they have taken 
of their Danghter: for themſelves, and for their 
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 Pfal, 76. 11. See the bleſſed effeas' of Aſa's 
"Coyenant, when they ſware with all their 
heart, and with dll their ſoal, 2 Chro,15;12, 
13,14; Here I might tell you what the'mats 
ter of our Coyenant ſhould be ; bur: that I'm 
ſure ir is not for want of competent helps, if 
you are ignorant, That which I have'to ſayart 
preſenr, 1s, only to mind you of whar-I pre- 
ſime you know ; that is, If you have:{wotnin 
faichfulneſs, nay, though only your Baptiſmal 
yow be upon you, -you have ingag'd for your 
fincere, willing, and-impartial obedience to the 
"whole revealed Will of God, both in'martters of 
Faith and Practice, with all the ſpecies, and 
neceffary' conſequences eflencially or integrally 
belonging to this obedience, Now conſider, in 
what ſpecial reſpeRs you haye broken this Co+ 
yenant, and draw't out on the Tables of your 
heares 3 nay, were it in writing,” to' be eyer 
kept for a Memorial and Remembrancer by you, 
i: might wonderfully adyancage i your End ; 
ind then hymbly and ſolemnly offer it unto 
the gracious acceptance of God, in-thename of 
Chriſt, ' I might furcher add, with what ſeri- 
oulſneſs, faichfulneſs, conſideration, reſolution, 
hamility,' ſelf-denia}, we ſhould renewour bro- 
ken *Coyenant'with -him ; But 1 intend. not to 
enlarge, ' All ' that T have yec to fay ro'this 
Branch, is but this 5 Be convinc'd of your groſs 
breach of Covenant,' and ' your extreme, and 
abſolute 'need of 'Toaking up this breach' ; * Sic 
down, and tudy thoſe dreadful mifchiefs; that 
will.cercainly and ſpzedily enſue choſe: broken 
' I 3 and 


Wa & +; 
Iz, 
< © £1 
4 PREV: ; 
Y 
+ + $25 rats 
OI: 
G. 
I k 
- Ba: 
x 
pb 
©: : > 
3Z 
x 


- B-# 
OV 
Te 


"Ek vY 
4 
S 


"PEO | 
fo » 


_ _- 


""Thev vp70! fa By. Tod. 


fig 1 forfeired Ends. | When God. ſtands ail. 
engag*d, man lies 10a deſpexace caſe. . A, Co- 
_ yenant.thac is: not made: on due Convictions,” 
is never like- to hold long ;' if the Boxds be 
drawn and ſeal'd, ad yer the debr nor hearti- 
ly acknowledeed , *tis neyer likely ro be ho-;Þ, 
neftſy-paid by ſuch begs garly and paultry Deb. 
rors'as were. 
6. od expetts /[ bo extraordinary 
| from his people, under-.extraordinary ,Proyi- 
dences.:* We are weighed in the Balaxce, and 
are found. wanting ..Qur.. Falſe. Balance and 
Seant Meaſure, is convifted: before Gody and 
now: he will no longer; be2thus ſerv'd. by us; 
The Whip js ypon vs;/and the Spur.in,our tides, | 
-and-ſhall-we not mend| our Pace ? The Fire 
refines the Gold, and , gives it. an extraordinaty 
-luſtres ani are we akoggghery, 28, the. opſy of of 
ljrael, tecome Drofs 2: All cher are. Braſs, and 
Fun, andiron, and Lead, in the. midit of the 
: Enrpaces | they are even the droſs of filyer, 
\ Ezeks 2:24.18. to 24. {Will nar. the, Furnace 
melts mot -chianſe; us, Shall we,came forth, as 
.black:apd gs/foul as .gv4r7. asproud, ap covefous 
,a5 ſen{031, as. carnal, as carticls, as crooked DIY 
. deformed 38 ever }- Willany 0Ng, chink ye. gx 
{more:chan painteds caunterfeis. Fires, ben, the 
:Storrps:and Bellows will work, no hange,.. nor 
-Ricx tbe Elames, in,us ? ;ph, - how thoutg. gar 
{Faich ſhine; pur. Love, our - Patience, our, Humi- 
Aity,; ourZ29!; our. Heavenly-mingedgels,,;and 
xvery/grace,: like the, gloriouſly  beſpangled, 
o_ in:their proper SP and Orbs, in. this 
Frecz« 
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| RG The Voice of the Red. | | 
*Freezing, and Winters night /gIf eyer you in- 
tend your light ſhall ſhine” thac others may ſee 
s j it, now let it appear ro them that Gr in dark= 
» | neſs. Well, my Brethren } God will not now 
;. | be content with our old, forma), heartleſs deyo=- 
'I' tions, : our lame zeal, our crippl'd obedience, 
\ | our luke-warm love, our pur-blind faich, our 
'} tender-Skin*d patience, our carnal heavenly» 
mindedneſs, He hath broken our peace, to 
break our pace; and, if this won't do, he will 
double his blows, or ( which is worſe }) will 
leave: us by the way, to periſh under ' our bar- 
den, God will haye: ſomething now. more 
than ordinary, | | 
By way of Reſignation ; 
By way of Reſolution. 

| 1. By way of Reſignation ; Double thy $i. 
crifice; I mean not thy Jewith or Ceremonial ; 
but thy Evangelical Sacrifice, Lec him thar 
+ | hath ſo long woed thee for thy heart, now 
| have chy whole heart ; if he ask thy Coat, let 
. him freely take thy C/oak alſo, if ic may any 
s | way ſerve him © ler this be the language of thy 

Soul to God, as Aranunahb's io David, 2 Sam, 

24. 31,22, Wherefore is my Lord the King 

fome nuto his ſervant? .-- Let my Lord the 

King take, and o up what ſcemeth good unto 
+ bim.: Behold, here be Oxen, for Burnt-Sacri. 

 fice, and Threſhing-Inſtruments, and other In. 

| fruments for Wood; All theſe things did A- 
| | raunah, aca King, give wnto the King. Lord, 
| 


WW. 7. WV -W wo 


take what thou wilt, that which is moſt for 
, thy adyantage, thoueh wolt to my loſs: that 
| I 4 which 


veleaef 


| Fe wa ot th Es: - 
"my preſeac dif grace : f , _ thing for || F 
. thy tirp, [pare it nor, but pleaſe thy ſelf. Bee 
hold, here is Liberty , Health, Pcacc, Eaſe, 
Friends, Wealth, Houſc, Lands, Life, and whats 
ever Elſe, chrough thy grace and mercy, Iam,or 
have, Lord, here "I humbly offer thee all, 
wich the unfcigned conſent =o joy of my hear, 
Thy will be done, and let chy pleaſure ſtand 
concerning thy Servant, For what thou leav'ſt 
me, I will bleſs thee ; z nay, take all, and my 
Soul fh3)l bleſs thee; Spare' none of. my Loſs, 
ea, my molt beloved L' ſts; I would nor They ” 
Fr any longer live, whoever dye for't. This, 
my Brethren, "would be your honour, as well as. 
your advantage ; All theſe things did Arcunah, 
a Kins:: nay, leſs than this will turn Ty: to 
bad account another day. | 
' 2, By way of Reſolucion. Go anto Gold, 
and ſpread thy Soul at -his feer'; tell him, -a$ 
thoſe, Iſs. 26. 13, O Lerd, our God, other 
Lords befides thee, ( nay before thee ) have 
had dominion over us ; but by thee only will me 
make mention of thy. name, The wazld hath 
had: dominion, the -fleſk *hath over-rul'd me, 
and Satan hath been.a ſharer with thee: Thou 
haſt had but half a hearr, - bur half loye, but 
half fear, buc half obedience ; nay, hardly:thar, 
Lord, what Patience 1s thine 1 -how ' could'ft 
thou ever pur it up from the hands of ſo vile, 
ſo unworthy a worm as I am} oh! I am a- 
am'd, 1 am confounded, to think how thoy 
aff been made to ſerve wigh my fins ; Now, ./ 
Lord, 
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= | promiſe, thac from henceforth it Hall be ſo 2s 


more \; ' bur 1 "will make mention , of thy. 


{ name, againſt all other Suits or Claims what! 


ſoever ; To vain ſhall che world plead Pre. 
fident or Preſcription : or the fleſh, Relation ; 


or Satan, Poſſeſſion : Thy Title and Intereſt 
ſhall ſtand good againſt all Corrivals, Ameny 


Lord, ſay Amen, 

Thus haye you heard what the Voice of the. 
Rod is, in general ; Proceed we now to ſhew 
you in ſpecial what the Voice of this Rod i is, 
under which we are now complaining ; And 
here we may obſerve the ſeveral | parts, 


| which, are as ſo many ſcourges, or Branches 
of ic: As, 


t. The terrible Concuſſ ion, and Trembpling 


of the Ark. 


2, That dreadfu), and unparalleFd Beeſam. 


of Plague and Peſtilence, 

3- The devouring Sword, and the Streugth 
of Battel : a_ Land-impoveriſhing, and 'deſo- 
hcing Calamity, 

4. The miſerable Decay of Trade, and 
| Cry of the Poor, and Complaint of the Huz- 
bandman. 


5. Thoſe Diſmal Flames that have laid | 


the Glory and Strength of the Kingdom in 
Alhes. 

6. The fad D:iv:jjons and grievous Muraite 
rings among the no Vulgar ; with 


all thoſe Miſeic and Miſchicfs, the natural 


Ifſues. 
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Tuc Effeas of this, and\the foreemen< 
tioned Judgments, | | } 3 
. 7. 1 might add. a ſeventh; The Plentiful | 
Increaſe, which every year hath hitherto afford. 
ed ; which (though in it's ſelf a mercy, yer ) 
conſidered with the'general, and horrible abuſe 
of ic, and compar'd with thoſe other Evils. we 
Iye under, . {cems, to beſpeak our cafe, as Zo. 
phar deſcribes the Portion of the Wicked, 
Fob 20. 22, 1u the fulneſs of his ſufficiency he 
(ball be in ſtraits. | 
Now what the meaning of this complicated 
Rod ſhould be, as to us, who are exerciſed 
therewith, is the thing in queſtion, And for 
the more ſucceſsful management of this great 
Query, I (hall ſpeak co the Perſons concern'd, 
diftiaRtly : bur of the Rod its ſelf, ſomewhac 
more complexiy. tit 4 
., The Perſons, I ſhall confider, under this rw» 
fold general notion. | | 
| Friends, 
, Enemies, | | 
t. Friends: or the People and Church of 
God. *Tis Gods uſaal method to cauſe Judg- 
ment to begin at his own Hauſe. He that hath 
an ear to hear, let him bear what the Spirit 
ſaith unta' the Churches, Rev, 2. 11,17, 39. 
Not to the Kingdoms, or Proyinces, bur to che 
Churches of Aja, The ſame method we 
ſhall obſerye here, and begin firſt with the 
Church and -Pcople of God 3 at leaſt, thoſe 
that are viſibly, and by ſpecial Gon 
| - Juch, 
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| | l L of Ep A Wy Reven, *© b 
(of England ) write; Theſe things ſaith he, 114356 3 
that holdeth the ſeven ftarrs in his right hand, 
who walkethin the midit of the ſeven golden 
Candleſticks ; --- I have ſomewhat ( and that 
not a lice ) againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left 
love, Remember, therefore, from 
whence thoy art fallen, and repent, and do the 
firſt works; or elſe 1 will come unto thee quick= 
ty, and will remove thy (andleſtick, out of his 
place, except thou repent, Lois of Love in 
'ConJjugal Relations, diflolves che Union; at 
leaſt,. che Peace and Comfort of it. A Wanton 
Church, ' will provoke a Jealous God, And 
calouſie is the rage of a man, therefore he 
ay not ſpare tn the day of vengeance, Prov,6, 

24. Slay utterly young and old, both maids and 
little children, and women ; but come not near 
any way wpon whom is the mark ; and begix 
at my Sanituary; then they began at the 
qerene men. which were before the Houſe, 
Ezck. 9.6. Bur nmiore parricularly|; this Rod. 
hatch @ ſpecial errand, 

"7, To the Heads and Governours of this ' 
Church : and cheſe are cither Civil, or Eccle- 
fiaſtical. 

_ I. Civil, or Magiſterial, Bur I fear what * 
the iſſve of my Meſſage may be here, with_ 
ſore, 'xhole Fs and Intercſts lead them ance. 
ther way... He that departeth from evil, Mas Tſe.g9.. Sz 
keeb himſelf a prey ; 0 tho e, 1 mean, whoſe, | 
Irregular Wills and prejudiced Paſſons, are, 
their oply Rule in their arbitrary Executjon,, 
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| or Remiſſion'sf thoſe pious and wholſom Laws, 
provided by the S«cred and Honaprable Au 
thority whereby they are Deputed, He that 


reproveth in the City, though never ſo ſeriouſly, 


ſeaſonably, meekly, loyally, muſt by theſg be 
put to ſilence, Sin muſt not be ſpoken againſt; 
we may not ſay that Poyſon is Poyſon, for fear 
of ſowing, or fomEnting Sedicious Principles, 
God hath ſer us for Watchmens but we muſt 
not proclaim what we ſee, for fear of commit 
ting a Riot, and diſturbing the common Peace. 
Oh ! how are ſome men afraid they ſhall awake 
before they come to Hzll! Nay , Whether 
they will hear, or whether they will forbear, 
( for they are a rebellious houſe) yet ſhall they 
know, that there hath been a Prophet among 
them. And, O Sirs ! Giye me leaveto ſpeak, 
and then mock on, *Tis not my own Cauſe 
plead, buc Gods; *tis not-any Party or Fation 
chat I purſue, (God knows ) I a bhorr ir from 
my Soul ) but rhe Intereſt of the Goſpel, and 
the ſure, and ſettled Peace of thele poor, af- 
lifted Kingdoms ; that the true Cauſe be. 


ing once throughly diſcover'd and remoy'd, : 


che Ef:&3 , which we all grozn under, may. 
ceaſe. | = 
Oh then ! that God would perſwade you to. 
confider, who it is that hath put the Sword into. 

aur hands, There 1s no Power but of God; 


*-""\the Powers that be, are ordained of God, Rom. 
1}.1. Promution cometh nether from the 


Eaſt, nor from the Weff, nor from the South, 
but God us the Judge, he puttith down = 
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'J and ſetteth up another, Pal. 753.6, 7. Sis, \ - © 
God hath made you his Yice-gerents in the "i 
j World; Ye arethe Gods among men, Pſal. 82. 
£ |} 2.6. The Sword ye bear, is God's Sword ;. ye 
| are-the Stewards of Order and, Goyernmenc, 
in his Family s the great Affairs of his Houſe 
are committed to your trult ; the Keys are lefc 
with you; the Common Stock and Proviſions 
of Gods Houſe, are in your hands; ye are 
> | our Nurſes, the Bottle and the Bag are in 
your Texts s you. are the Cedars of our Leba- 
' yow, amoneſt che Myriles and Shrubs z you 
, | are the Stewards of che five Talentsz oh, that 
| that you would ſuffer. the humble and loyal 
addrefles of our hearts ro you, that are eycg 
ready to break for you t May I ask you, ( God 
will ſhorcly ask you, and Conſcience ſhall make 
him anſwer ) have youduly confidered the Re- 
lation ye ſtand in, both cowards God, and to- 
wards us? Do you know what a Birden lies 
on your Shoulders? The Earth, and all the ad 
Inhabitants thereof, are diſſolved, ſayes the 4 
Pialmiſt, 1 bear up the Pullars thereof, Plat. i 
75.3. Yot! are the At/as's of the World ; k 
the Pillars of the Earch are your burden, May _ 
I ask now, Whether hath been more admired, v 
more defigned, more defired by you, the Ho- \N 
nour, or. the Dury of your Relation? You are 
Gods .Husbandmen, \and are co. plow, and to _ 
fow, for the ſupply of the whole Family, Sirs, 
this .is your charge from che God of Heayen 
and .Earths in this honourable, and burden» 
ſome @thce, Ged- hath placed you , through 
i | wnat: 


ER a7 £ 
0. 4 J . 


” Sttward;, that a man be found faichfult Your 


. ts gk 4 whr'vc +. 
+ a Os ” a of « 5 
WW 4 4 by 


bay. F*y SC. £294. 
* ag 
p 4% ; 


wat mediation ſoever your ſeevlar Depurith, 
©fis have been obtained, 7 i God that patterh 
down one, and raiſeth np ansther. TVs 


- '2, Confider, I beſeech you, for whom it is 
you bear the Sword ; Muſt not the Judge pro. 


. claim his Commiſſton, in the name of him from 


Whom he received ic? Doth; not the Fountain 
return through all the Creeks and paſſages of 
irs Circutc, to the Ocean from whence it came 
Forch ? chis then is both Legal and Natural; 
Who dares ſay, thac he rules for himſelf } who, 
bur God, can claim an Independant Govern 
ment ? Heathens indeed may boaſt themſelves 
after this rate'; 1s not this great Babylon, that | 
T have built, by the might of my power, and for 
the honour of my Majeſty > Bur far be it from 
Chriſtians, fo ro blaſpheme the Authority [of 
Heaven. We may take this for granted then, 
that *cis for God 'you profeſs ro bear” the 
Sword ; birt bear with me now,in this one ward | 
more, , | 7 Ae 
3. How have yoo born the Sword-? ©, 
Sirs / I humbly beſeech» you, + cenſure not wy 
loyal, though familiar, boldneſs with” you. 


F$Corss.11 Knowing the terrourn of the \ Lord, we cannot i 


bur perſwade men, The day of Judgment is 
ſhortly coming,;-andy methinks, I thould need 
to ſay no more.” Rulers "are not 4 terronr to 


woodwork; but to'the evil 5 for he PY; the mini- 
fter of God'ro "thee for good, Rom. r3. 3, 4. 


Your Honours are not your: own, but God's, 
whoſe Stewards you are g andy it 3 required in 
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funeth net, Ecclcl. 7. 10. 
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ſhall be much required, Luk. 12; 48. Thir 


the Judgments of God are ſeveral wayes gone 


forth againſt us, I hope is not only felt, bur in 
ſome meaſure acknowledged oh all fides: That 
Sin is the cauſe of this diſpleaſure, methinks, 
ſhould- not be doubted : That both High and 
Low are guilty before God, I hope will nor be 
denied; For, News fine cremine vivit, There 
#' not a juSt man upon earth, that liveth, and 
Great men, have 
great Temptations, and oftentimes great miſ- 
carriages too ; the greatneſs wherecf is much 
augmented by their perſonal, or relative great= 
neſs, s pudor is Prpecs innpernivs m8 dro pppegene, (ayes 
Ariſtot; It is a very hard matter, for poor Mor- 
tals, rightly to deport the burdens of their Ho- 
nour or Happineſs, \ 'Twas Plato's anſwer once 
to the Cyrenians, who had defired him to write 
them ſome Political, and Moral Inftitutions, fot 
the Settlement of their decaying Eſtate z Pere 
dificile eft condere leges tam felicibas, it is'a 
very hard matter to lay the obligation of a Law 
on thoſe that are ( in their own account } ſo 
happy. Sirs, the Lords Oy/'is upon you; I 
may- not, I dare not, I will:noc, touch che 
Lords Anointed, nor blaſpheme that 'Autho- 
tity, under whoſe wings EF expe Protection. 
Rebuke not an Elder, but entreat him as 4 
Father, x Tit, 5.7. Far be'ir from me; for 
ever, to ſpeak evil of Dignities; or any way 


to kindle:, or  abett Seditious Principles or 
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gr .me leave ; in all humility } from the | 


W ” - ys 


-Word of God, to affure you , that the on- 
Jy way to a true, and laſting. Peace, is to 
. make Peace with the God of Peace. When 
# mans wayes pleaſe the Lord, he maketh_ 
even' his enemnes to be at peace with him, 
Proverbs 16. 7, The only way to haw- 
Judgment effeually remoyed, is, to remove 
it in the Canſe of it ; and in happy order un- 
to this blefſed End, 1 ſhall ſay no_more here, 
but, The Lord awaken, and dire, both the 
Relers and Ruled, 
2, Tothe Ecclefiaftical-or Miniſterial Heads | 
of the Church; and, | 
 n, To thoſe jn preſent being, 

2. To thoſe that are laid afide, 

r. To thoſe. in preſent B:ing, I dare not 
paſs you by unſaluted ;- though I haye no 
Court- Complement . for you, 1 beſcech you, 

duly to confider the Charge of your holy 
Office ; and your Diſcharge of it, Theſe things, 
Sirs, you are bercer able co inſtruR me in, than 
L you; therefore, [&: my Silence plead my Mos 
deſty , while I humbly paſs by ,, with" the 
Prayer of the Church. for "5 That God, at 
length,: would: work that Great Marvel, in 
ſending down upgn” you, the healthfal Spirit 
of his grave. . So faxewel,. until I meet. you on 
even ground, at the day of Judgment, _. 

2. To thoſe that are laid afide. My Re- 
yerend Fathers, and. Dear Brethren 3; Though 

I am buc a Ghild, . yer ſuffer me -o ſpeak as a: 
: Child y 
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_ The voice of the Rod; 
'F Child ; whoſe afteRions are grear, chough his 
| ſtrength and deſerts be ſmall, The Meſſage 
is ſent unto the Angels of the Churches ; and - 
theſe are called the ſeven ftlarrs in the right \® 
hand of God, Rey. 1. 20, Now. give me leave 7 
© but to paraphraſe on this Emblem: * 
I. Starrs ave heavenly Creatwres, *Tis true, 
there are Starrs (Meteors, or Comets rather) 
who are heavenly, only as to their preſent Site, 
or appearance z Theſe are the Wandring Stars 
Tude ſpeaks*of, Jude v.13. Exhalations, whoſe 
"Compoſition is Earthy and Unclean ; whoſe 
Elevation is Qminous, not only to themſ&ves, 
but co the places where they Aſpe&t : But 
theſe are none of the Fixed Stars, tn the right 
hand of God, Oh, what minner of perſons 
ought we to. have been, in all holy, and hea- 
venly converſation | No may that warreth, 
intaugleth himſelf with the affairs of this —_ 
life, that he may pleaſe him, who hath choſen 
i him tobe a Sonldier, 2 Tim, 2.4, Our Call 
s from Heaven, our Employment is Heavenly, 
our Lord, our Home, our Kappineſs, our Hopes, 
our All, is in Heaven ; ſhould not then our Aﬀe.. 
ions have been Heavenly ?- our Minds and 
Aims, Heavenly > our Words, Devotions, and 
ARions, Heavenly ? And hath ic been indeed 3 
ſo with us > 1 am ſpeaking' now ( I hope J 5 
toſuch as know, how how to ſer Conſcience on 
£ work, in» the ſerious, and penitent RefleQion 
on theſe things. Oh, Sirs | why may not this 
be one. great part of Gods Controverfie with: 
us? Pride and. Covetonſ; aſs was the great Gy 
; | ne 


w_ * The » ores oof the Red, 

ds World hath taken vp againſt us; the Lad. 
knows, it hath been too true of too many 
us. Har't we becn too thonghtfal, and Gem. 
| File-like, what to eat, and what to drink, and' 
wherewithal co be cloathed,' while we "have 
preach*, and preſs the contrary on our Hear. 


ers,.? Why, Hath God broken the Staves in. 


cur hands,” and ftrjpt us of our Coats and Ser, 


without which, we could not cruſt him in our: 
Journey. ? Was not ' our terporizing with. 
the Modes, and Manners of the Worl > 


in our Perſons ana Families, become the 's 


and#uſt ſcandal of our holy Calling > W ere, 
was that Charity, thag Humility, that Self.de. | 


nial, that Mortification, that heavenly Heart 
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and Life, that holy, and ftrift Godlineſs, with. i; 


out which, we wete condemning others to the 
Pirof Hell > Was ir not time for God to. 
take down ſuch foul- Veſſels, and to ſcour'off 1 
that duſt and filch they had contracted 2? No Bp 
wonder, if our D»ſ# hach brought us to the 
Du#t ; that we are fallen among the Potts, and fic 
cauſed to lick the Duſt we were ſo oreedy of, 


Sirs, I hope you will not cenſure my plainneſs, &; ; 


and libercy of ſpeech, 1 have taken. upon me to. 


ſpeak to ſuch, as can far better inftru& both &; 


themſelyes and mes and, I confidently | 


perſwade my ſelf , that cheſe are no ſtrange 


motions with you , nor Younds that yill. 


ranckls, 


2. Starrs are ordaintd for light. Te art 
the Light of the world, fayes Chriſt, Jdatth,. 
5. F4. And, Let Jour tight fo ſhine befort | 


 0Tg 


RA my OS. 
TOO 
» 


PR 


To Themed, ut 7 
I mn gQ that they may ſee your good works, _ 
I ver, X6- You arc the Lamps of the SanQua- reve. 
ric, whoſe ojl was to be pare ojl-olzve z and 24. 20, 
Ihe Candleſticks for Light, which were ro be Num. 8.43 
of beaten Gold: We are God's Apothecaries, 3-18: 
whom he hath ſent with his Eye=ſalve, to re. 
tover a ' poor, blind, World, WP ecch 
let us conſider, what Lights haveMe been 
in' the! Sphears wherein God had plac't us ? 
JPid we. ſtudy to enlightet! thoſe that ſate in, 
Darkneſs 7 To ſpeak ro the Capacities and 
IConfciences, in the ConviRting Evidence, and 
{Gofpet=ſtwpliciry of the Spirit > Han*t we , 
If too many at leaft, and too often } endeayoll= 
| to imblazon our own Parts, or Learning 2 
Han't we been more aff:Aed with our own 
Jnords, than wich our Maſter's Work? and dreft 
1p the pure, and fimple Truth, as an Harlot ? 
MMan'c we ſet the Lords Candle under the 
JB»ſhel of our private Honour, or Fntereſt 7 
'INo wonder thef, that 'God hath remoy'd. his 
FCandleſtick, and caus'd our: Candle to go out. 
"+ $Hve we been conſtant; burning, and fhining 
" WLights? or too-like, poor, dwindling Tapers, 
— For the faint Flaſhes of an [g»# /ambers, rather 
? Wurdenſom than uſeful » Have we been like 
Ptars indeed; that appear brighteſt in the molt 
> Fold; 'and bicrer night > Ohs my Brechren ! 
That we could fit down now, and confider; as 
{ne ſit by our Lahai-ro;, where thou God ſeef 
w; Why is my Sun ler ar Noon ? Why have 
' Fhe black Shades of the Night prevented me ? 
$5 not this, much my own doing > Of what 
, | K 2 nature 
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ſerve from putrefaQtion'3-” Alas-1 can we aſi 


- Tae Voie of the Red, - 
nature or kind was my Light ? Had I any,othet. 
than what I bare in'my hand ? Of whac uſe, 
was my Light, either to my: ſelf or others? 
What can my people witneſs for me? "What; 
can my Family, my Wife, my Children, my, 
Sojourners, my : Servants, ſay for me? | hayg. 
they, qgginight'they, have walk't in-my lightz] 
nay, hFye 1 even forc't. them to light their] 
Candles at mine > Hath the Word of Godf, 
dwelt richly in my Head, in my Heart, tn my, 
Houſe, in all wiſdom? or, han't my Family, 
beet much like other mcns? as Ignorant, asIdlgf. 
as Proud, and, it may be, as Prophane, as maj, 
ny ochers > Har't. the Springs of Knowledgh, 
been too much confin'd to, and -lockt up in myf 
Pulpit,"as if © were a Miniſter no where but 
there > And is not this much of che matter, chathi 
God hath now lockc up che Pulpit from mezſ; 
that he hach caſt me out of his Eden, and plantey, 
ed his Flaming Sword, which tarueth every, 
way, to keep the way of this Tree of lifethy, 
Oh, that, ſuch thoughts mjght pierce| ol Yd 
hearts! now that we are fitcing with our 


broken Pitchers by thoſe Waters. of  Aflly ws 


Rion !: - Fi; 7” hat 

3. Starrs are afpoinuted for Influence; Ii, 
are the Salt of- the Earth, ſaies Chriſt, Mat ws 
5-13. Oh! what a ſavoury, and ſeafoninfl}. 
Influence have we had, on thoſe with whomMhee 
haye had to do ? Salt, you know, hath a. Wiki, 
rue co ſuck out corrupting humours, and to pitray, 


that our Patzents haye never Gangrenated uv 
| ”- det 


T T he voice of the Rod. L99="; ; 
® {er ourhands, for lack of proper, ſavory, and "i 
ie-. aſonable Preſeryatives ? In Rev, $. IT. WC 
$7. fread of a Starr, whole name was Wormmood ; 
at. yhich fell from Heaven, as it were 4a Lamp, 

WIG it fell on thethird part of the rivers, and 
Ve Bupor the fountains of waters : and the" third 
C port of the waters became Wormwood, Now 
"MIthath 'our influence been like that of the Tree ac 
of he Warers of Marah, Exod, 15. 25. of a 
Vfcleanfing; healing nature ? or, too much: like 
ily his Star, whoſe Name, and Nature was #0r mm 
le Beoed ? Hach our Communication and Con= 
Wrerſation, both in 'publick, and in private, 
dg een ſo ſeaſoned with Salt, that our very. Pce- 
MFence, hach daunted the Impudence of Sin 

"nd our Countenances been a rebuke co a 

WWanton, Licentious, Prophane World 2 May 
"Ft be ſaid of us, as of Fohn the Baptiſt, chat 
"Werod feared him, and obſcryed him? Huth 
"/Fhe auſterity, and holineſs of our lives been 
"YJuch, as could command reſpe& from an He-= 
WFed ? and falten Convictions, with Authori- 

"Fy, or the hearts of the proudeſt Sinners ? 

"Fave we been like the Pleiades, whoſe ſweet py og 1. 

of luewce hath overcome thoſe malign, and F 

"P&urnne Spirits, over which God hach made 
hs vertical ? Or rather, han'e we been like 
Ppne Moon, whoſe growing big and full, hath .. 

"een fatal te the fick and weak in our Flocks 2 

"Find now that we are caſt out, as unſavoury 
FP alt, to be trodden under foot of meu; the Lord 
/Fumble us / picy us ! ſpare us! 

al 
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' The woichof the Red. 

4. Starrs are ordained for Direfiin, Je 
ye followers of me, even as 1 alſo am of Ch 

x Cor. 11.1. No Sea in the World js ſo da 
erous, and fatal to Mariners, as this Seaqf 
the World to Mas, Somany Rocks and Shoak 
and Q'ick-ſands, and Hixricane-Storms, 
eve'y Paſſage and' Step is attended with 3. what 
need is there of faichful , and 4kilful Piles) 
eTwas .2 ſad Voyage for Pax and his\Com 
panions, AF, 27. 20. When neither '$.un, 
Starys, 1n many dayes, appeared, and no ſmall 
rempeſ# lay on us ; all hope that we ſhould 
ſaved, was then taken away. of hath 
us for Sea-marks, becauſe the Road is dange 
rous, that ſcarce one of a thouſand cames ſafe 
ro 1nd, Or as the Star in the Baſt, for the 
direction of thoſe thar are ſo wiſe as to ſteer 
ty ſuch a Poizr, Alas! how many rich V4 fel | 
of precious Merchandiſe, have there miſcarrie 
irreparably, and - eternally ? and, it- may be 
much through our finful Negledts ; ; cirher w 
haye been obſcur'd, and not to be ſeen, whenl 
we ſhould have appear'd for God, 'in the .deſpt 
rate hazzard of poor fouls; or "bave been k 
eeneral and uncertain, that che purblind Worlqg. 
could not apprehend us; or elſe, haye-been out of 
the way,and deviated from our ſacred Sphear: 
and ſo led them by an evil Example, either di 
rectly,or accidentally,on the yery neck of ruint, 
Oh1 how ſhould it cut our hearts, to conli 
der, how many brave, and hopeful y.ſſcls, wt 
have ſad cauſe to fear, have for eyer miſcarried 
pnder our Conduct, and that in ſerene , 2 


oc Eb i 
3 # ties 


- TheV nice of the Rad. ' 


| Halc:0n Floods | The Lord convince vs / fore 
- giyeus! and haye mercy upon us 1 


\ 5. Laſtly, The Sevex Stars are an united 
Conſtellation, Therefore Chriſt compares the 
Breaſts of his Church, to two young Rees, that 
are Twins, Cant, 7.3. And, to a company of 


horſes in Pharaoh's charriots, Cant. 1. 9g. Not 


only for their Strength and Beauty , bur- for 
their Union, and Oneneſs of Work and Way. 
And is not this another, and not the leaſt 
ground of the breach that Ged hath made upon 


- us? eyen our Difſentions and Animoſities, our 


rieyous Diyifions, both in Judgment and 
cart z our pertinacious, inſiſting on undeter- 
minable, and frivolous Qu:iddities, and cit= 


| cumſtantial Differences. Befides ,. thoſe pri. 
, vate Grudg 


ces, and ſupercilious Diſtances, arifing 
from perſonal Preferments, or carnal Interefts; 
And in the mean while, have fed Chrifts Babes 
with Blood inſtead of A4:itk, and Stones in- 
ſtead of Bread, And, while we have, wich 


| ſuch violence, been drawing, every one his own 


way, have berween us, even rent the Chariots 
of the Church of Chriſt in pieces ; and for 
theſe things hath God rent us in pieces. The 


| fins of Miniſters, are Nouns of Multitude z 


they fin by heaps, and in whole ſums; as 

the Meaſures and Weights of the SanQtuary are 

larger than any ochers,ſfo are the Sins of che San- 
ry too, 

2. As the Rod ſpeaks to the Heads, and Go- 

vernours, ſoalſo to the particular Societies of 


| this Church of God ; not only to the whole 


K 4 Body 
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| * The voice of the Rod, 
Body of the Church of Aſia, but paitigularly 
to Epheſus, and Smyrna, and Laodicea, 0, 
the ſeveral Members and Congregations of the 
Aſian Church, So, when God had promiſed 
to reſtore his People, Zech, 12. He promiſed 
wichal, to powr out wpon them, the Spirit of 
Grace and Supplication, ver, 16, and the Spi- 
rit of Mourning and Repentance, ver, 11, 
T he whole Land fhall mourn, and not only ſo, 
but,' every Family, apart : the Family of the 
Houſe of Damid apart, and their wives apart, 
So, the Family of the Houſe of Nathan, and of 
Levi; both King, Prophet, and Pricſt, by 
their Families apart, - Now, as we have any of 
us (food related as Members of this, or that So. 


2 
. 


cicty, 01 Family, of the Church of God; it cone | 


cerns Us to confider, what the Voice of the 
Rod is, by which, he is now calling us to 
mourning and Jupplication , by our Families 
apart, | 

' -I., | Conſtder, whether the Worm of Self. 
endedneſs hath not. been ar the Root of the 
Matter, Brethren }' for the Lords {ake, deal 
foaichfully with your own hearts, Wrhat was it 
chat mov'd you, in the firſt place, ro engage 
jm ſuch, or ſuch a Socie:y > Was Self wholly 
laid alide, and utterly diſown*d, 'as well jn 
H-arr, 2s in Word, from any partnerſhip, in 
y.u Ends ? Oh, that I could faften theſe ſc- 
110us Qu:ſtions on your Conſciences } Were 
you fully convinc'd, from the invincible Jight 


pay of God? 3nd the Scripiy c-Diſcipline that 


a he 


of che infallibJe Rule, thac this was the very 


' The woice of the Rod, © qu 
f | he would have you to yield your obedience to, 
» |} the very Patters that was given in the Aſownt ? 
- No other Burden, than what we have received 
1 by Divine, and Apoſtolical Auchority » And 
| | was this your End and Aim in Earneſt ? chat I 
f | you might be made more conformable unto, T 
- {| «Chriſt, your Head, in Hlineſs, and in the 
. | life and power of Duty ? and walk in neater, 
, | and more ſpiritual Communion with him ? 
e | That you might receive more immediatly of 
. | his Fulneſs, and dwell nearer the Spring»1ead 
f } of Grace, as well as of Comfort > Had you a 
y | real D:fign aganiſt Sin, not only in others, but i 
t | eſpecially in your ſelyes > And 1s this the very | 
- | Truth, and Ground of the matter, that did 
- | engage you? Dare you look God and Death in 
e | the face, appealing from your Conſciences, un- 
0 ro his All-ſearching Tribunal, that this is the 
s | very truth? Did you joyn with this, or that 
Society , out of no proud, undervaluingy, or 
. | Schiſmatical ſpirit towards your . brethren, or 
[ over-weening Conceit of your ſelves, or your 
|] own party ? but becauſe you verily appre- 
tf hended it, the way of cleareſt Scripturtecere 


e tainty and ſecurity; and the neareſt, and rea- 
y | diſt way, to joynin a fuller, and more inti« 
nN mate Communion wich Chriſt « And was it if 
n the deep ſenſe of chat weariſom load of Sin and ? 


- Guilc, that mov'd you from within, in obe- 
e dience to a clear Command, to cloſe with this 
th way? Nay, Were all your ExpeRations al- 
' | way from aboye your enj»yments ? Oh, Chri- 
ſtians 4 Can your Conſciences comfort you, 
, CON= 


ai 49 =. The voce of the Rod. "OF 
' _ concerning all theſe things > Was there not 

an itching defire to ſeem as Holy as the beſt, or 
as a more refined Fraternity of Rechabtes, 
fiſhing for Proſelztes, ro build your ſelyes a 
Name ? or elle ſome mercenary fear , of ' 
incurring the hard thoughts, or diſreſpeRs of 
ſome, Whoſe good will you valued > Was it not, 
more to gratific, or to engage Friends, or to 
promote ſome worldly Intereſt, or to find our 
ſome new Diſcoyeries, or to inhance- the rate 
of your Gifts and Parts, above the Common 
fize 2 was it not ſomeching of this nature, that 
prevatl'd wich you, more than any thing elſe ? 
And, could you eyer expe, that a Building 
ſhould proſper, on ſuch a Foundation ? Nat 
that I condemn all ; but I would that all ſhould 
condewn themſelves, Oh, my brethren ! will 
you be upright with God, who knows all that 1s 
within you; and confeſs ro him the whole 
truth ? Oh ! take heed, - that That be not now 
conceal'd, which, one day, you will wiſh were 
pardon'd, 

2. Since you have engag*d your (clyes in 2 
Choiſe Society, and Communion of Saints ; 
How have you behay*d your ſelvess | 
| Tawards your Teachers and Rulers ? 

Towards one another ? 
Towards them that are withour ? 

x. Towards your Teachers and Rulers ? 

I,. Haye you underyalucd neither their Per- 
ſons, nor their work > The Apoſtle ſeems to 
begg your Honour ; yet not for our, but for 
your own ſakes, 1 Theſ, 5, 133 $4. #e beſerch 

you, 


>” WW 


”". 


+ F ey i v7 .- 
: I pre”? 35 Ws 7s v 
1: EE IR I 


EY * 
SOT 
46%. ol 


\ The woice of the Rgd. 


you, Brethren, to know them which labour * 


among ou, und are over you,'in the Loyd, and 


admonſh you'; and efteem them very highly in 


love, for they works ſake. , Eftcem them very 
highly in _loye, Not with"that Szcular Ado> 
ration, wherewith the world is wont to court 
her Darl; 5; but wich your cordial, and un- 
fejgned affe&tion, Honout them, . not ſo miich 
oo Cap and K zee, 3nd the Elogzes of praiſe, 
and Hyperbolical Encomium't, Which, ordina« 
rily, is bur the ſtinking breath of a' rotren hearr, 
Burt, eſtcens them in love, and for their works 
ſakes. Not ſo much, for their Learning, cc 
Parts,' or external Preferments, bur for their 
Work and Office ſake ; for their Meſſage, and 
for their Maſter's ſake, Now begin to reckon 
with your own hearts, how gu ty have you 
been here > Han't your Qxen, that have labou- 
red but for your back and belly ; your Seryants, 
that have been your Drudges for the body ; your 
Appendices of Pour and pleaſure, had more 
of your hearts, than choſe that have been tug- 
5'ng at the 0475, to harbour you and yours, in. 
the Land of Promiſe > That have been pray- 
ing, and ſtudying, and. watching , night and 
day, for your Souls ? Han't you been rea- 
dy. ro: ſlander them , fo cenſure their Doe 
Erine, Elocution, or Method > and to take up 
hard thoughts of them , on the, leaſt occaſion 
of offence > Haye you never. been ambiti- 
ouſly laying hands on the Ark ; yea, when it 
hath bur ſeem'd to ſhake # and quarrelling with 

Moſer, 
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Meſes, 3s Korab, and his BaRtion, Are wot all 

the Congregation holy? © ©. © 
2.Han*t you,on the other hand,had their Per- 

+ Fons or Gifts in Admiration?han*t you ſo Highs 
ly admir'd ſuch a. man's Abilicies, or Eloquence} 
that you have. ſlighted another's Graces'? 
Every oneſaith, I am of Paul, and 1 of Apol= 
los, tc. Is Chriſt divided > was Paul crucified 
for you? . 1 Cor,1, 12, 13, Chriſt hath made 
us your Watchmen, and your Servants, in the 
work of your Soulsz and hath not ſer us up for. 
Idols, nor Saviours, The diverfity of Screams, 
ſhould cauſe us to admire . the fulneſs, and 
riches. of the Fountain, and not to' adore the > 
poor Channel, Oh, let this be a piece of your 
Chriftian Learnine, Not to think of men, above 
that which « writtes, as the Apoltle adviles, 
x Cor. 4.6. IM 

'2. Towards one another, 

I, Where is that exemplary loye, and broe- 
therly-kindneſs, that ſhauld be berween ſuch 
ſpiriwually near Relations > With what per 
wading Motives, .,and compaſſionate argue 
ments, doth the Apoſtle urge his Philipprans, 
chap. 2, 1, 2, If there be therefore, any 
conſolation in Chrift, if any comfort of love, 
if any fellawſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels 
and mercies, fulfil ye my Foy, that ye be 
likg minded, having the ſame love, being of 
one accord, of one mind, But how apt have 
we been to think the worſt, and ſpeak the worſt, 


by one another, and to aggrayace each others ' 
| Ins 


' The. Voice of the Red. 
infirmities > How. hard a macter is it to take. a. 
| rebuke at the hand of a brother, eſpecially an. 
inferiour 2 or to give a reprogf. with that ſe- 
riouſneſs, prudence, meckneſs; ſelf.denyal, 
and tender affe&ion, and charitable hopes, and 
longing deſires of their good, as becomes Chri- 
Rians > Ob, what reaſon had God, to take up 
his rod againſt us, and to let in the Flood upon 
us, while we have bcen wandring every one 
his own way, and magnifying our own Inyen- 
tions, envying at, and claſhing with, one ano- 
ther | ip 

2, Can you clear your ſelves of an affeRed 
ſingularicy in your way > Were you not ready 
to look on your ſelyes, as ſome body ; and, ic 
may bes ſomewhat more than others ? Let me 
tell you, an affected ſingularity, either in Judg- 
ment or Practice, ſayours of a proud, and a 
falſe heart, Haye you never entertain'd that 
in your hearts or lives, which you were never 
from the Word of God, convinc'd in Conſci- 
ence, to be a truth, or a duty ; only becauſe ic 
liked you, or by your Teachers was offer'd 
"you, ' or that you might ſeem to be the Authors 
of ſome new Garb in Religion, and ſuch ag 
a by more cleyated Principles? Well ! God 
hath now raiſed a ftorm, which, I hope, will 
quench all che ſparks among us, that. are not of 
his own kindling ; and let, us ſee the pure Lamp - 
of the SanQtuary, from: all thoſe Baſtard Ta- 
pers, and ſtinking Snuffs of mans invention, or 
the Devils lighting 
3. Hatch. there not been a ſpiric of Cenſori- 
' ous. 
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| onſnefs towards all others, that' have not been: } 
of the ſame Socictys or Judgment, in, or abour' 
ſome Circumſtances ; that haye 'beeni withour' 
the bounds of your own - Afonopolics? What: 
animoſicies; and heart=burnings have there been? 
what glorying, and magnifyitig your own way ? 
as if Salyatzon were not attainable, -withoar the 
verge of ſuch a Society, Certainly, this is no | 
other, than a more ſpiritual, and refined kind of 
Popery, : | 

' 3« Towards them that are withont; 

I. Hath there been that prudent, inoffenſiye, 
winning carriage toward them, that might - 
heap ceals on their heads, and commend your 
holy Profeſfion to themy atleaſt, to leave them 
withour excuſe, it the great day ? Walk. 1n wiſ- 
dome toward them that are withoat, Col. 4. 5; 
The Carnal World can't judge of Spiricual| 
things, but'in a carnal miner; is the wiſ« 
dom therefore, of 'a Chriſtian, to become him< 
ſelf with their Capacities; though not with 
their Corruptions, Thoſe that live by ſenſe; 
are led by ſenſe ; and judge according to ſenſe, 
and outward appearance, What" thy Beloved, 
more than another beloved > Cant, 5. 9. They 
can*t ſee that beatty that lies within the skinz 
whereby the King's daughter ' is all eforious 
within, I ſhall not ſtand to anſwer all thoſe 
Quarrels, that occaſionally you may have with 
them, only thus; You know the Royal Law, 
and what reſpe&t ſhould be had; both t5 cheir 

| poor ſouls, and to the credit of the Goſpel, 
"T mas the Apolſties complaint, x Cor. 6.6. - 
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'F ther goeth to law with brother, and that be. 


| fore the mnbelieverrs Should we not rather 
ſuffer wrong on our bodies, than offer wrong 
to their ſouls > You know how you pray z Fore 
give us our Debts, as we forgive our Debtors, 
and what ſtreſs is laid on this Condition > 
Matth, 6. 14. Mar. 1t. 26, Debts are dj. 
Ringniſhed inco Civil and Crimeal, The firſt 
indeed may be retained wichout fin, if it be nor 
exated without Conſcience, and Charity, and 
due reſpe, and compaſſion to our brethrens 
. Bodies and Souls, But the other is freely co 
be remitred, on the account of Chriſt, and our 
obedience to him, and hope in him, O, take 
heed, that your froward, ſullen, and moroſe 
carriage and diſpoficion, do not harden, and 
juſtly prejudice thoſe, that might otherwiſe have 
een won, eyen ſuch, as were once ſome of 
yov, be they, at preſent, never ſo vile. I could. 
inlarge 'my ſelf here, and not without need x 
But, Verbum ſat ſapienti; A word to the 
Wiſe. A little Armour rightly applyed- is ſuffi» 
cient Panoplie, 

2, What affetionate piry hath there been 
ſhewa to their poor Souls 2 Certainly, their 
Souls are formed of the ſame immaterial ſub- 
ſtance with ours; as immortal, as pretious, in 
their own nature and original, as ours ; Maſſes 
of the ſame lump, faſhion *d on the ſame wheet 
of Divine Power and Wiſdom s were once as 
' fair for EleRion, and had as juſt a claim to the 
Kingdom, as we, If ever we are fav'd, it muſt 
be through the undeſeryed pity, and merits of 

ange 
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cates his merits, he communicaces ſome pro«*F 
 - portion of his Spirit too, [» this the children F 

of God are manifeſt, and the childreu of the } 
Devil ; whoſoever doth not righteouſneſs, wu | 


not of God, neither he that loveth not his bro- 


ther, 1 Joh. 3. 10, Now, we know, that Bros 


ther is taken in Scripture, both in a Natural, | 
Civil, and Spiritual ſenſe 5 nor can I think that 


it is ſpoken AbF#Fratty as to either,in this place; 


bur rather Comprehenſively of all. For we. 
know who hath ſaid, Love your Enemies, do © 
good tothem which hate you, Luk. 6. 27, And. 
 Matth, 5.24% 25, we find, that Brother and 
Advtrſary, are uſed Exegetically of each | 
other. Nay the cloſe of 'that chapter ſpeaks 
exatly, and Argumentatively to my purpoſe, | 


Love your Enemies, &c. that ge may be the 
childrew of your Father which is 1n Heaven 


for he maketh his Sun to riſe on the evil, and” 
on the geod;---For, if ye love them which love. 
you, what reward have you? do not even tht” 
Publicans the ſame > Though we can't find. 
that love of delight and complacency, as there ' 


Is with thoſe ſpiritual braniches, of one and the 
ſame ſtocks yet there 1s a loye of Benevolence 
and pity, which is their doe from us, their fel- 


low Creatures, O, pity their poor Souls, ins. 


Nead of curfing, or exclaiming on them | Would 
you not piry, and pray for them, ſhould they 
come with tears in their ey:s, to begs your 
prayers? pity them, and pray for them, now 


- much more, for that they cannot pity theni- | 
PE $: ſelves {. 
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= 7x 158 "SV a 4 woif ag is dies Red; Als 
T . mw 5 'not. what he. doth, an ip te 'of picy, 
JF and- not of - hatred or revenge, ough he re« 4 
ÞF yile, and curſe, nay, chough” he ren: you® Fa. «1 
i ther; forgive them, for they know tot what they 4 
| ao, Luk. 23, 34. 0 
3, : What ſerious pains have you z to 
0 convince, and perſwade them ? Would You not 
f even hazzard your [lives, to ſave a rad mani 
I from murdering himſelf; or your neighbour's 
L houſe from burning ? Would ou not lay vio- 
lent hands upon them, and ſuffer abuſes from 
'Yihem if you found chem-ſleeping; in fuch a 
Baſe? And are their Houſes, and Bodies; of 
F more worth than their Souls? Ah} with whac 
I bicter looks and curſes, will theſe poor wittches 
I depart ftom you, at che great Day 1 who, haying 
F obtained mercy your ſelves, did (hew no her- b 
cy; chat having-the 'ſnares broken fort you, 
Enhecein you, as well. as they, were once bound ; 
Fand being happily eſcaped -_ ſelves; had ne- 1 
vcr a hand to help a periſhing brother } Cer- « 4 
Frainly, our Cruelty towards the Souls of thoſe : 
we catl our Enemies, may well be inſerted as 
one /tex2.of chat Rod that lies upon us; I' may 
not infift here, on all the Caſes, and Cayils, 
What might be objeRed ; only let me caltiont 
fl you, Take: heed of excufing your ſelyes froat 
that Dicy, which God will require in the greac 2 
day of Account. And, let me alſo cell you, \ JN 
t,” though you can't 'do for them, What you 4 
Would dos yet, were you as prudent, as him- _ 
got * compaſſionate, as vigilanc, as ſelf-deny< 
L ingy 
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ing, Gs as es Ky. and,024 nt 
day, you may wiſh [you had been, you wight 
| have. done far more, than you have done 
them, .. þ 
ids The Rod hath \al{o a Voice to che Tod. 
vidual Members of this Chnrch of God, As 
fYery mily, fs eyery Soul of the Family, ſhall 
Fapart, God hath not only | Family-of, 
Fence! Copgregation-finsz but Perſonal Mi. 
carriages, . co-xeckon. with vs for. He 1s calling 
us Out, -,one by one,'.” as thoſe that. accuſed 
the . Yo,a4n,. Joh. 8. 9.; What I have to ſay 
bers, I ſhall couch: under theſe rwo; Que- 
ſions. 
;How haye you beſtowed your Talents? 
How have you keptyour Watch 2? | 
"oh How, have | you beſtowed your Talents) 
The Kingdom of H eaven is as a man travellin 
rnto. a farr countryy who called his own Ja 
ants, #1d delivered unto them his goods.; 
unto one he.gave five Talents, to another —_ 
Math, 25. 14,15. Our Lord hath intruſie 
us with. his Goods ; He hath lefc all the Riche 
of his houſe in our hands ; We have received 
our.. Talents, our Meaſures , and  Propertior 
Now. le: me ſeriquſly ask you, and my ſelf, thel 
| followios Queſtions, ; 
" Houg we weigh'd our Talents, Std ol) 
Ger d what they arc'? You will cell your Mony, 
though it be after your qwn Father ; eſpecially] 
it be but borrowed, or entrufted Mony , » Whiek 
- wult, again be accounted; for... Chriſtian: / Gt 
afide, and; tell thy | Mony, from [the hands : 
| ' 


ks 


"hy Ri Father. Take- a. juſt account of 
coll for which thou muſt ſhortly give a juſt 
account... Book down thy Rectipre; both for 
Number, Nature; and Weight; Thus much 
in Ordinaries, and thus much in Extraordina- 
ries; Thus: many years Time, - Healthy Pro- 
yilion, Quiet s Thus many Offers of Grace 


= 2 


of. hath God made me, and thus long waited for 
i. my zecurn ; Thus many fignal Deliverances 
no from Enemies; Diſaſters, and Sicknefles, and 
FF from unſeen Dangers, God only knows how 
af many, What large Inventories might the 
e-Y meancſt of us draw, of our external *enjoy- 


ments, Which is buc the leaſt part of the Ta- 
lent we have received? If we look into the 
Little-F/orld of the Soul, we ſhall find it ful< 
lex of Mercies, than tne Heavens are of Starrs. 
Befides all that Goodneſs that God had pre= 
w_ ro, meet Us at the very Womb; there hath 
i been a continual Acceſſion and Succeſſion of 
xj new Mercies, with the gracious preſeryation of 
ed ' the old, Alas } we may as well number the 
e Drops of an hours thickeſt Rain, as the Mer- 
i cies of an hours Time, Yer take as particular 
Wy and diſtinct knowledge of them as you can; 
* for doubtleſs the Account will be particular z 
God hath when, and where, and »hat, and 
How often, in his Books even to the utmoſt 

Farthin og; , Matth. 5. 26; 
ave we confider'd whoſe our Talents 
| | Fa ? So far the flothful ſervant was in the 
right; Lo, there, thou haſt that thine; 
Marth. 2 25.254 Bur han't we rather greedily 
E3 fytept 
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3 / | The voice of the Rod, p be | 
ſwept Mercies into our Laps, as Thieves, that | 
are robbing the houſe; and taking all for' our | 
own, as thoſe, that never think to be reſponſi- 
ble% as if we' were the abſolute Lords of all 
the Mercies we enjoy ? And is not God con- 
cern*d in ſuch a caſe, ro vindicate his own In. / 
tereſt > Remember, Chriſtians, ts Gods ground 
you tread npon, and plant, and build, and ſow 
upon ; his Creatures you feed on ; his Wool, 
and Flax, and Silks, you cloath and deck your 
ſelves with ; his Gold and Silyer, you are 
hoarding, or trading with ; his Air you breathe 
in, and not your own, *Tis his Word, his 
Promiſes, his Sacraments, his Graces, his Spi- 
rit, his Help, and all-the hidden Treaſuries of 
his Goſpel, the bleſſed Provifions of your Sonlls, 
they are his, and not yours.' You never made, 
you never purchaſed, you never repair'd any 'of 
theſc, nor can. yoll do it. | 0 

Bur, may you ſay, This is true indeed of the 
men of the World ; they have only a Crawl, 
but no Ewvaxgelical Right, to any thing they 
poſſeſs : But, what,  Hath the Chi/d no more 
right than the Servant > Godlineſs hath the 
promiſe of the life that now ts, and of that 
which © to come, 1 Tim, 4, $. And God hath 
promiſed, with Chriſt, to give us all things, 
and that freely, Rom, 8. 32, So ſays the A» 
poſtle ; Whether Paul, or Apollos, or (ephas,or 
the World, or Life, or Death, or things pre- 
ſent, or things to come ; all axe yours. 1x Cor, 


| 3- 23. : 
Anſw, Theſame Apoſtle alſo ſaith, that, The Herr, 
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t | witnfiat bets a child, differeth nothing from | 

r | 4ſervant, though he be Lord of all, Gal. 4. r. 

- |} God-hath not given us the Impropriation, but 

It | the Uſe of his Goods. The heir hath no more 

-| | 2Aual propricty than the ſervant, as long as he 

- '| is under age, only here's the difference z what 

d | the Child enjoyes, he enjoyes by virtue of his» 

#. | Relation, and this Relation is grounded on | 
| {| that Covenant berween the Father and Chriſt, A 
r_ |} and between Chriſt and his choſen ;- by virtue : 


e | whereof, they ſtand the Adopted Children of 
e | God, through Chriſt ; ſo that what we reccive, 
s |} we receive on the account of this Covenant, 
| which.hacth madeus-oyer unto God and Chriſt, 
"and God and Chriſt, and all his Promiſes, over 
J unto-us ; the Inhericance of all is ours, though 
the: aQtual poſſeſſion be reſerved, till we are, 
Þ chrough Grace, capacitated for it; all things 
that are neceſſary, pro bic, & nunc, unco Life, 
e | or Godlineſs, -we haye in Hard, the reſt in 
' | Hope ; yer, both what we have in Hand, andin 
y | Hope, we hold in Capite, and were never de» 
e | ſigned for the Abſolute Lords of ic, He chat 
e 
f 
1 


received the five Talests, could no more call 
them his own, than he that received but oxe; 
neichgr could the Improvement alter the Proper- 
ty;/;but;both the Priwcipel, and the Increaſe, 
» | were-theig Lords, atth. 25, 27. Our Title 
” | is Epangelical indeed, and therefore not Le- 
. | gat: Legal,as to man, bur not as to God, why 
'then doſt thow glory,as if thou hadſt not recarved 
11? x Cor. 4. 7. 
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| OY — Y 
"yl Have you corfidertd, why thoſe" Txldet | 
wire intyaſted with you F The reaſon why-with. 
you, rather than with others, 'is, becauſe you! 
are his At Tiaz, own ſervants, his houtholds | 
Hinds. © You have been broughe up at his hand; | 
and know his Work, and his Will ; his Ex 
pectations are ortat Fiomh you, he ſcens to have 
oreater confidence of our Care, and Skill, and 
Diligence, and Faichfulnefs, than of Stranotts; 
And then he Reaſons,why he hath,as jt were, put 
it out of his own hands,and caſt ic into olirs;are, 
B2cayſe he will learn us, by theſe ſmaller things, 
ro merchandize and trade;with and for Heaven; 
he hach adventured this Iictle ſtock with us; 0 
begin'with, and to rrain vs vp for higher Em» 
oyitiems. And, chat his Goods might notlie 
dead,, and uſeleſs, he hath commirted the" Fa. 
Aarage to us, that the Retarns might be-made_. 
ro his Advan: -20e,' Now this is "that Gould 
haye tacen vp our rhouphts ; ; What' 2 Rite 
Kath'God fet-on ſuch,'br*fuch 'a Merth # And 
how thall I manage my Courſe, co brin's «theo 
vÞ to Gods price ? What a circumſpe&- care. 
ſhould 1 have, to commierte with hone(t” #n 
ſufficient Dealers 1” The World is a" -Bvohen 
Ferchant, and its Wites Fre bf no yalute in wy 
Lord's Country. The” D3vil is 706 ſabtil; 1 
dare nor truſt him ; His" Hon is: oh Yocdive, 
The Fleiti,will bafls, and my / own” —g 
upon Day, and js wont to pay 'with Ptomites 
2nd Dclayes, and Proteſtations of his was | 
Meaning 3 ; How dare I venture my Lords Goods 
1n ſuch hands ? 24y goodheſs ſhall extend to the 
Sami 
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lent; in whons 4s «ll wy 4eli ob, Pſal. 16. 3. 
A froward:heart ſhalt depart fra me, F'will not 
know. a wicked perſe on, Pl), x01: 4+ wil have 
no fellowſh p with''the unfraitful "wofks of 
dark neſs, © but rather-Feprove them, Eph, 5\.1 x. 
Oh, my -brechren 1*h6w many*thetifand Mer 
cies fave-we beltowed'on our Lifts > © how many 
Packs of our Maſter's Goods hay2\we rid our 
hands bf, which we are: never like to ſee one 
penny! for? And can'we wonder then, 'that'' our 
Lord is come to reckon with'us? May not God 
juſtly charge us with Riot and Untaithfulneſs, 
and irake the Talents froms'vs ? Certainly, thar 
accurſed, ſlothful ſeryant, that 'hid his Lord's 
mony,,/ ſeems fat more excuſable than! we;;' for, 
though: he: did no good: with his Talent, ' yot he 
mas accus'd of no hurt he did with'it, Surely, 
Pride had never ſo impudently dared Ged to his 
face, had it not been for-us. The Fleſh had ne- 
ver took ſuch head; *haul: 'Hot' we -patmper'd it, 
The World had neyet claim'd ſuch Corriyalty 


with God, had it not beeri trading with us, in 


our Faith, Hope, and -Loye. May not God 
charge us, as once hecharged his own People ? 
Ezck. 16, 17, 18,19; Thou haſt alſo takes 
thy fair Jewels, of my gold, and of my ſilver, 


which I bad given thee, and madeſt to thy ſelf 


Images. of men, and didft commit Abebodiny 
with them; And tookeſs thy broidered gar- 


ments, and coveredſt them ; and thou haſt ſet 


mune vile, and mine incenſe before them. My 
meat alſo, which I gave thee, fine flower, and 
L 4 | oy, 
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hegins cto-mourn:; Men|,of great Engagements | 
2nd;D-pendance, are-/ſhattering,. like broken, 
- Reeds, and the Plagues of: God, both. at ham, 
and, abroad, have waſted vs. Are'not ' cheſe 
E ſome.of your complaintyrto God. F And: may 
*s . ©, Dot God 1Fgtort the. ſame Complaints” on; us, 
and ſpread our. yery, tears, | as. dung, on :our 
faces ; The Plague, of |our heart 1s ſpread'to 
tuch a hgigh', that he. hath eyen nail'd -up the 
Noors of his Heaſe againſt: vs,- that there is, 
lizzle Trading for Haven, + #hat hath my Be- 
Loved to go -in my houſe, ſeeing\. ſhe. hath 
wrought lemwdneſs with many ? «nd the. holy fleſh 
# paſſed from thee, Jr. 11. r5, Gad: ſeems to: 
Rand off, and to ayoid his own 2 gt-way, asif 

he were afraid we ſhould:come near, to touch his 

holy chjng , and polurg. them, as we have done. : 
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of your Talents been ?' how have 'y | 
them ? | Pofliply' ſuch as have” related 'to' 146 
outer many'\the preſent carnal- eaſe; or advars 
tage of the Fleſh, have been 'over-rated;' yet - 
'tis range to. fee on what. baſe, and low terms, 
they- are parted with. Tellme, Cheiſtian, 
Haſt thou neverſold thy Ambition a good pen. 
ny-worth of cheſe things, far alictle honour, or 

referment ;* nay, for the bare promiſe, or hopes 
of "it, which \theq' mayſt now fer among thy 
deſperate Debts ?2* Haſt thou never ſold chy Luſts 
a huge bargain, for a little pleaſure, though ir 
were entaiFd- with ſhame, and pain enough? 
Are there nonevf thy Maſter's: Goods'to be: res 
deem'd out of the hands of Revenge, and Inju- 
Rice + Is there-none'of thy Lord's Money to be 
mak-d our of the Draught of thy'Glutrony and 


\Drunkenaeſs ?:\Ah, Sirs 1 Are'theſe things 


bur poor, empty notions, think you ? will they: 
come-to nothing the grear day of Account ? 
Han'r ybu :dealt, in your repoſed truſt, as*rthe 
unjuſt Steward, \L,»k; 16. 6, 7; written fifty, 
or three {core for an hundred;'6n'your Ma- 
ſer's Bill? and will Conſcience witneſs for 
you, thag:all hath-been right arid-juſt ? though 
now it lie under your Bribes and Flatteries; 'or 


*Fearsg'' certainly» when God! ſhall examin ic 
. upon, Oath, -'ir/: will ſpeak 'the? whole truth # 


When" every” Corner ſhall be ſearcht, and _ 
B:|l ſumm'd: up," and every Mice accounted, 
either thou, or' thy | Surety muſt be reſponſible. 
As for our Spiritual Talents, at what gfe 
Wo 2Ve 
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have they. been proſtituced >, Such as' have. not | 
been for the Common. Marker: of 'the World, 
as the.convictions, the humbling, and mortify+ 
ing Motions of the Holy Spirit, ſich, as are nog | 
far Cſar's turn 3; no friends //to; the (Fleſhy 
heſe have been often ſent-back,. by the hand 
dagger chagn, as unproficable. Druggs, the 
oreat | burdens that have troubled us. Surely; 
prophane | Eſau never prophaned! his Bjrth- 
right, as wehave-prophaned, ours; : Han't we & 
dealt with Gogsmaſt; precious Gol, and thoſe / 
rich Jewels, thay have. been Jockt up in the Ca» 
bjnec of Divine: Counſel: arid Loye; from all 
the] Ages of the world, -and reſery'd for ſo uns 
worthy, -unthankful a generation: as we, even 
thoſe glorious, prjviledges,  and/liberties of the 
Goſpel, the price: uf the: precious bloud of 
Chriſt g as: we.deal with . che Rones and rubs 
ble wherewith: awe; mend. /our+ High-wayesh 
and made, ,them- co paye- the + way of gut. 
Luſts,?. -O.,Damnable. Ingratitude y. O, curſed. 
unfaichfulne(s,41 O horrible jnmpiery.1 Is this 
the way provide for a' day  of:. Judgments * 
to! conſulc -;the!,comfort of @ deathebed ; *the | 
elory. of a Charch,-or the-. Peace of a Na- 
tion 2 The) Lord awaken us!}. the.good Lord 
fCargine 451] bans age nyo ph ng: 2 
-i Bur, it tnay! be,' you have other thoughts of 
your ſelves #- God forbid: ir-ſhould be ſo ; ſure | 
we make an; higher account of our:;Talents than 
ſo, eſpecially; ;the ſpiritual part of them. 
., What Lay to;you,'T ſay ro my ſelfs I would 
19 God you could all plead:Gailtleſs bur 1, who | 
I, am 
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guilo of this, endfar more 
than bean expreſs. +; Bur, for your furcher cons 
yigtion, conſider g Haye you had ſuch. an eſteem 
af- your 'Talents.4s-you ought 2 Lec: me ask you 
then,On- what account, or. reaſon is ir, that you 
ſo.efteem ther; 2-/ Do, you prize them as they 
are Talents, and the” things wherein your duty 
anddiligencey. and the glory of God, is Ry 
up 2 Do you eſteem y ounglſhrk in them, as well 
F>. Chriſtian 1 Ask 
thy heart, in earneſt, « Whar is it chat thoy de- 
fireft, or prizeſt;1hy'Time, Health, Peace, Plen« 
ty,or any other Priviledges or Enjoyments, for?. 
Can-you ſay, you prize them \moxe for their 
ſervice , than; far ' their ſweetneſs ? \more/ fox 
Gods ſake, than'for your own? The Excel. 
lency, and therefore, the defirdbleneſ* of cheſe 
things, lies in their End ; Now-:the' End 'of 
theſe-:things is tot in themlelycs,, but: they are. . 
ordained:Means unto a higher. End. To prize 
Health, for-it {elf,, is nat to prize ic arights 
Theſe are-the only riches char a ſpiritual hears 
cars take 'trut-contents and delight ing that are 
laid our. for God. i The Tradeſman; that means! 
to thrive, wilt turn all he can, into ſtock ; -a: 
penny here, 45: of more value with him, than's 
(hiBing, - that niuſtlie dead by him, - I thall ſay: 
19 more-burthis:'; You may judge of your own: 
cafe, byyour faithful, and pragtical applying 
—7 theſe'rhings: unco- their: great and high 
End» haneth” 7 a ) 


-: 5: hat bath been your cave about your Tit 
tents 3 Your care of | them, and \your a in 
a | them ? 


your Miſtei's Goods, to keep chem clean,'and: ; 
ſpotleſs, from the pollutions of your own Na- 
cures, and continues; and from the abomi-' , 
nation of the Tim&SYand Places wherein -you 
live 2 O, with what a Hiew do they look ? are 
they ſuch as -will credit the' Owner of them? - 
mayn'c you be aſhamed to ſeerhtm ? would any | 
one think, that 'the God of 'Glory ſhould bertbe' 
 Anthor of © chem? oh 1 Tet us tft! down, with! * 
Mary, and wiſh them out inour Tears 1 What” | 
care have you had of them; to keep chem re». 
paired? hane'you worn out 'your/Talents, and: 
are-ready toeryfor new? for New Lights,"to-' | 
do the works of: Dark neſs by; for new Diſch= | 
Vries, and* wew wayes, and ' are weary of che, 
"good "old way? Plain, and common truths, 
chougly never ſo neceſſary;'or ſeaſonable, are 
lookt upon as;poor, thred-worn rags, ' Are they! 
nor new things,' though never {0 notional, 'or 
circumſtantial ;/ nay, though! fiever ſo dubious: 
and dangerous; that do moſt" affe@ you? Are 
there "not (many among us, thatthave wornout- 
__ «nd-all Ducy and Obedience, and: 
caſt them afide,' for aboliſh'd LrgabRags? 'And: 
Chriſt, who was obedient unto Death, even the 
death. of thr Craft,: muſt be:their Sumpter; to 
carry their vid ſhoves, and .mwonldy gens 
ALLE: CNcMme 


have you had-in-your 'Talents ?” Haye you bee 
trading for Gad,'and your Souls, 'with that 
warineſs and diligence, with that: watchfulneſs 
| andunweariednefſs, with that life and aQiviey; 
| as you haye traded'for, and with, the, World # 
| Have you been careful. co basket ;up all thoſe 
Fragments at' your Maſte's Table, all choſe 
odd Ends of Time, Truths, and Experiences, 
that nothing be- loſt? or han't the world 'de- 
your'd the main Feaſt, and the Fleſh and the 
Devil hall the reſt > Have you dealt wiſely, -and 
ſparingly, with thoſe thac have dealteceirfully 
with'yous Ah, my Brethren 1 can you ſay-it 
was for wantiof no care in you, that you fell 
into ſuch, or ſuch & tempcation 2 -thar-you miſs 
carried in ſuch, or ſuch a duty or deſigns :Why 
hath God made us to eat our bread with carts 
fulneſs, and" drink, ' our water with' afteniſh+ 
ment, and threatned to make our Land deſo- 
late, of all that is therein 2 as he chreatned I/= 
racl, Ezek. 12. 19. bur to convince us of our 
ſinful careleſneſse 7 will (end 4 fire on Mages, 
and among them that dwell carelefly in the 
Iſles, Ezek, 39.6. How little hath it croubled 
us, Which End hath gon forward, ſo chat our 
\own Exds have been accompliſhed# how lictle 
hath the Glory of God been ſer by, when our 
own Concernments haye ſtood in Competition 
wich it ? wY 
6, what hath been the Increaſe of your Tax 
: dents ? 
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other fiye you have multiplied # wiWave you } 
gotren. /by/ Sabbachs and SacramenWwhere's } 
© tharLoyc;rhat Faith, chac Patience, thac Hymi. 
tity, that Heavenly-mindedneſs, that Prudence, 
and Zeal, "and- Brotherlyskindnefs, that. yoy 
bave ' been irrading with,- and: trading for ? 
Where are che Alain, and the ſpoils of your 
fpiricual Batcels e-che -lufts you. have ſubdued, | 
the remptations'/you haye conquer'd ? where are} 
your experiences, and your ſongs of deliverance? 
Aly my Brethrew ! , Where. are the returns of 
your Prayers, and the yiEtorious Trophies, of 
your Baith'# what have you gotten from God, | 
| and for God? where's the Fruit you have. ſo 
S long Rlood/in (rods Garden for # where's che 
ſmell of your Spices, and that ripe Fruit you 
have to preſentyour Lord; your Beloved with, 
© now that he is come down into his Vineyard? 
| Come, mybelaved, let us go forth anto the fields || 
tet ns ledge mm the villages. Let us get up early 
to the vineyards,” let us ſer if the Vine flouriſh, . 
whether the tender grapt appear, and the pome- | 
granates bud forth: there will 1 give thee my. 
loves. 'Andican; you aflure hims The Mans: 
F rakes groe a: ſmell, and" at our gates are all 
3 a*hnanzer of pleaſant fruit, wew and old, mhich | 
b have laid up for thee, O my Beloved # Cant. 7. 
11,142,713; Can you look back,and ſay, This 
i have gotten by this weeks mercies and durics j 
this I hayegain'd by this: day's opportunities ; 
this fruit, this bleſſed crop, 1 have to ſhew for 
this years huddandry-and patience * Or, are:yol 
not 
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CD kaine point ?g0 
1%%Y nas returning as a nn 9932 
"25901 went out?O that I could /perſwade my ſelf, "Y 
anc you, to ſpend more ſerious hours in-oup 
Comnting-Honſe, to retire onr ſelyes with God, 
that we might prove our lelyes entire at laſt, and 
wanting nothing, 
Now take up your-Talents, one by one; and 
. weigh them in theſe Scales, 
1. Toxr Tipe, Whar hath been your Eſteem, 
your Care, your Improvement, of chis Talent ? 
Suppoſe, that God- were nowcalling you to an 
account for your Time ; What can you ſay ? 
Thus many years you haye enjoy'd ir, it may be, 
e | twenty, thirty, or forty years ; divide this into 
u | dayes, and hours, and how few can you pick 
» | out, that have been faithfully employed, in the 
{ | ferious work of God, and your own Souls ? 
23 | how little will there redound to the comfort, of 
ly | your account > ' Was not the moſt, -or a great 
þ. | parr of you Time, ſpent in an unregenerate 
rn | eſtate 2 Every hourof that time is loſt : and, 
fince God hath open*d your eyes, how much 
js | of your time haye you ſlept away, beyond whar 
1 | would have refreſhed Nature ? How much hath 
1 |} the world, carnal pleaſurss, needleſs viſits, un- 
J. profitable diſcourſes, arid unneceſſarie recrea« | C. 
is | tionsearen up? That 'litcle time, that you have -..- 
i} in any meaſure iniproved ; with whac faincneſs, 
;; | ioconſftancy, and luke-warm indifferencie, hach 
or | it been \done > Oh, Chriſtians ! Look, back on 
Ml wa many hours-you hays loicer'd away, and 
ſport- 
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| ». anſwer che Juſt God fe 
Have you never been, even | burden bas | 
time, chat you have invented: ſuch” thinas” 
Paftimes, to rid your: bands of it? as if God” 
had not allotred you work enough for your AJ, 
day : Nay, haye you neyer begrutcht him, and 
our own Souls, any of that time which hath 
dear their unqueſtionable due ? Have Sabbaths 
and Duties, hach - Prayer and Faſting, neyer * 
been a wearineſs to you ? Let Conſcience ſpeak I 
now, and judge uprightly between God and |} 
us, And can we think, that God hath taken. |} 
this well at our hands ? ke not all theſe things 
written” on that bloody Sword that is drawn 
out againſt, us? What Talent have we more. . 
precious than our Time? 'tis that, wherein all 
the reſt are wrapt up, Werethe day of Grace 
over, all the offers of Grace, ' and; means of 
Grace, and- hopes of Grace , ſhould be over? 
too, Ah 1 could you but hear thoſe heart» 
melting groans,. and fruitleſs Wiſhes 'of the 
Damned, for one of your idle homrs 5 how ': 
would it affect you # and, ſhould God at laft 
ſend vs thicher, to learn the worth of Time x. | 
how ſadly ſhould we repent it, and rue it to all 
© eternity / Oh 4. niethinks ir ſhould trike a ters 
rour into our very ſouls, wheneyer we ſee the | 
Sun ſet, roonfider, Now there ts a day more 
gone, and I am not ſure. to ſee the. dawning: | 
of another z can I tell, whether God hath ſai T 
of me, Thou Fool, this night ſhall. thy ſoul be. | 
required; and- an cxaR account required too} 
| Iknow 
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2 x arm on aide 
* T | one jor berter; than I was this mornin 
5 it way be; have no ſtmall cauſe to fear;that 4 
am ſome degrees worſe, Do ſuch thoughts as 


PF cheſe never lie down with you, and keep you 


| paking, when others are aſleep ? God is now 
come forth againſt us, with his Glaſs in one 
one hand, and his Sword} in the. other, -to. meas ® 
ſure our Time, and to cut.it off, The Glaſs runs 
| poccs nay, ſome of the laſt ſands ſcem'to be 
| preparing for a fatal motion ; and when once 
| iis our, who knows, whether eyer he will turn 
it up for us more © God is now reckoning with 
our neighbours, for their time; and, for ought 
we know, may call at our doofs; on the very 
ſame Errand, before he return to his Place, - Be 
Y ſure, he will ſhortly come, and make all 
ecyen, with you s and are your Accounts ready 2 
| There are theſe five or fix things e= 
F ecially, that ſer up the rate, and hs of 
1me. 7 
1; "Tis the more precious, hecauſe tis bor= 
rowed time,” Did you neyer hear Conſci« 
ence crying out to you, for the loſs of your. 
time, as the man did to Eliſha, for the loſs of 
his Axt-head, 1 Kin, 6.5. Ala! for it wat 
orrawed, The Candle, you loiter, and play 
away, is but borrowed Light, The Time yau 
q !profuſely ſpend; is but the time of your Re= 
{| prival. The Sencence of Death is paſt. upon 
| us, Roms, 5. 12. So death paſſed ipon all men; 
f for that all bave ſinned. Ask a 7 med 
many berween the ms and the Executiony 
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"Shaker ever time were 'wore « preclolls'y by 
him; how vile and ſeeure ſoever he was Þ X 
<is range, if now he be not ſerious, Why, 4 
your caſe, Chriſtians ;- you are caſt by Cod 
Law, and condemn'd, Body and Soul, in the: 
Court of bis Supream Juſtice; only, 'here 
are reprived a while, and held in this -priſon 
# of the world, that we might provice for the 

other world, and ſue out our pardon, while it 

may be had ; *cis meerly the Indulgence of our 

Oracious Judge, that hath ſhewn this reſpe to 

”, our Souls, and lent us this repenting,and returne 
» ing time, And, is this our caſe, brethren? How. 
precious, -and how dear an'efteem then ſhould 

—- we have of our borrowed Time } | 
x | ' 2. The Shortneſs of Time, adds to the Ex» 
_— _ cellency of it,” The rime paſt, was ours, but 
is now gone, and ſhall never be ours morez 
The time: to. come is none of ours, nor do we. 
know whether ever ic thall ; onely the preſent. 
!s ours, which is but a momentany time.,. We! 
. live by HMomants, the ſhorteſt diviſion of 
time that is imaginable, O, Sirs 1 if you could: 
hy bur ſee, in what a narrow Track you are going,} 
FP methinks it ſhould am:z2 you; Would you not! 
oh.” think a man. in deſperate hazzard, that were 
E > oh waſking.on the Þigheſt Tower, from one Pinacle 
we to another, and had no other footing to ſecure 
himſelf + would you not expet to ſee him cums | 
ble, every moment ? This is your yery Caſe, you 
are walking from one pinnacle of Time to anc», 
ther, and your graves are open underneath, to}. 
reecive you z nay, are- you ſure that Mell "lier 
not 
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J that eſcap*c the firſt ; few, but meer with both 
J ac once ; theleaſt trip, or ſtep awry, nay, the 
leaſt withdrawment af that hand that upholds 
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and all your hgpes are worth, in a moment, 
Oh, the yalue, and conſequence of one Mo- 
ments time ! oh, the deſperate blindneſs, and 
boldneſs of our ſecure hearts ! Nay, if you mea«- 
ſure your whole time in the world, at one 
draughc, you will find it very ſhort, Are not 
#j dayes fewe (ayes Job, chap, 16, 20, Be-" 
bold, thou haſt made my dajes as an hand- 
breadth, and mine age #5 at nothing before thee, 
Plal. 39, 5. Again, by that time you haye diſe 
counted all that time you haye bolt, while you 
ay dead in treſpaſſes and fins ; in your Mate- 
'j #i4 pram; bekdes thoſe Deliquia anime, the 
I fairtings, and ſwoonings of the Soul, and in- 
termilſions of irs ſpiricual, and regular motions, 
and operations; you will find, I fcar a very 
ſmall pirrance of time left you ; for, tam dixe 
Uviximus, quians bexe viximus ; We never hayc 
liv'd longer,than we have liv*d well, 

3, The Excellency of time lies much in the 
fincertainty of it, Time is a golden Chain, 
which is let down out of Heaven to us, bar by 
one end, like Jacob's L1dder 5 we are walking 
froqyſtep to Rep inf ir, and can ſce no farther 
than wego 5 the very next, for ought we know, 
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Fan endleſs, if not an caſeleſs erernity. My 
J ©mez are in thy hayd, fayes David, Pſal.z 5.15. 
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you, may colt you -2$ much as Bodies, and Souls, 
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may be the Top=round, which may lodge us, in 


TN ' Thevo e of the Rod. ws: | 
And, have we liv'd as thoſe, that 6an't promiſe 


themſelves one hour more in the world ? ag 
thoſe, that have taken their laſt, and ſolemn; 
leayes of all the world ? as thoſe that do but 
look for a good hour? that lie afloat on the: 
Borders of another world, and verily expe&} 
that the next Tide ſhall ſer them on Shoar? 
Or, han't we been building on” that which is. 
none of our own, and pieſuming on that un«' 
ſeen time, that is>»in Gods hands ? Oh, che 
,madneſs ! oh, the effaſcinated madneſs of? 
ſuch advyeriturers 1 How is ic that, rati«: 
onal Creatures ſhould eyer act ſo irratio» 
#4 nally! - 4 
"0p 4. Gods Patience contributes much to the 
2) glory of Time, This is the time of his Patis 
ence; God is now bearing, and forbearing ; 
> rf us, 4s a man fpareth his own ſon that 
ſerveth him, Mal. 3. 17. How many thol: 
ſand juſt occaſions of raining .us, bodies and! 
ſouls, hath eyery day of our liyes offe1'd him?! 
$ p and yet the is conteftit to ſhut his eyes at out! 
> oy . infirmities, our unthankfulneſs, unfaichfulneſs, ot 
" incopſtancy, and ſtubborn undutifulneſs, We! 
are eviry day trying the. ſtrengch and length pi 
WF 1. of his Patience ; and thruſting a Sword into; x 
IM his hands, even daring him to ſtrike, Oh, 
I what' affronts have we givey ! and what Pati« & 
ence hatch he (ſhewn >» Had we been but ſemſible 
of one drop of that wrath, that' thoſe damned 
ſouls in H-lI are deſpairing under 35 we ſhould 
know, that the time of Patience, is precious time 
indeed, Were you never ſet on the Rack of any 
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tormenting paing or diſtreſs of body, or mind ? * 
FJ and don't you remember what thoughts. you 
had then  Hin't you found a vaſt difference 
between ſickneſs and health, pains and caſe 
though there be a great ingrediency of Mercy 
JF and Patience in all this? Surely, we ſhall 

ſhortly know the odds between the day of Gods 

Patience, and the time of his Vengeance. When 
| once. we know what Hell 15, whether by our 
I deliverance from ic, or our (uff:ring init, we 
I ſhall th:n better know the worth- of a dayes 
Patience. Nay, let me ſay,»thart one day here, 
is of far greater conſequence and moment, at 
Flezſt, as to our ſelves, than a' thouſand dayes 
B( were there any ſuch Meaſures of Tine in 
Ecervity ) in Heaven. | 

5. This is the time of onr Viſitation, and 
therefore moſt precious tiyme, Suppoſe all your 
'Y hopes, and poſlibilities of ſalvation, (ſhould end 
with this day, what would your care and Ac. - 
Fcount be of this day /! and how very ſhort would 
Yi ſcem to be? How would you watch the poſt.ng 
hours, and bethink the declining ſhadows ? 
oh then,if you could but cry unto the Lord, and 
prevail with him, as once 1ſaiah did for Heze- 
kiah,2 King.20.11. that the Fun might go back 
ſome tem degrees, whillt you might work out 
your Salyation, and make your peace with God, 
Now *cis a little more ſlamver, a little more 
zleep ; but Then jt would be, a little more time, 
a little more ſpace to rep:nc ; Oae Sabbach more, 
one offer of Grace ;nore, one tengder of Chriſt 

ce Pg M 3 more, 
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© more, one Fopeticifgh Ki one e remming hour - on | i 
all che world then for one inch of time Rich 
es, Hcnonrs, Eafc, Pleaſures, and all for a liref | þ 
bf this precious Time, Why, Chriſtians 1 nc , 
is.che accepted time; this js the day of Salyag}, 
tion ; What 1s it that God hath been calling 
for, and expefting from you, all your liyes his 
therto } whar hath been the language of every! 
day of your time ? and why hath he added this 
one day more, but that you might now hear ſ]. 
and live > How long, ye mple ones,will ye loueh 
fimplicity 1' Open th ne, my Sifter, »y Love, | 
py Dove, my undefiled; for my head is filledly 
with dew, and my locks with the drops offi 
the night -- | Behold, I ftayd at the door, anll- 
knock. ' 2M), '$0x, grove me thy heart. Awake, 
rboy that Sleepest, aud ariſe from the dead, | 
and Chriſt ſhall give thee light, Hath not thig-1 
been the voice that hath waited ar your doonf 1 
all your lives long? What hath God been'da-Þj 
ing in you, and with you, and for you, borhſſs, 
here andin H;aven, but to prepare youfor Glo. | 
ry, and to prepare Glory for you ? | 
Had you a great, and a dcar Friend, in'a farfſ - 
Conntry,. whom you had a long cime longed 
and Jooked for, and now at length had recei } 
a promiſe of his ſpeedy return 5 if you had bur af 
day, or ſome ſhoxr time, to prepare for his col} | 
ming : how carefully would you improve everyſ 
part "of that day, or timey it all poſhivle prepael | * 
tation ? Every $:rvant ſhould do his part, and J 
every thing ſhould ftand in its place and 'arderf 
fort the be accomodation they are Ca pable of ;8 
apc 
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re; and how little-would you bechink ſuch a' dayes * 
ha.work z what fears would there be, leſt nighc 
eFFAhould come on you too ſoon for your work ! 
1 you would hardly. haye cime to eat your meat 
amidſt ſuch Imployments ; much leſs, would yott: 
fic down, and talk, and j:ſt away your time, 
nil Ob, methinks I ſee, wich what life and aQivity, 
ry with what delightſome labour, and over- curious 
high zeal, you are taken up in ſuch acaſe 1! And 
ar} now, Chriſtian, hath Conſcience nothing to ſay- 
concerning theſe: things > This is your caſe z 
hath this been your courſe, and your care ? This 
hath been your Preparazion-day; hath this been 
your Preparation-work ? Shall the Devil find 
his Howſe empry, ſwept, and garniſht, Matth. 
I2, 44, and ſhall God find a foul houſe at 
his retuin > Why! what haſt thou elſe to do . 
hl-in the world > what buſineſs of greater conſe * of 
on. quence, chan thine.everlaſting happineſs? what 7 
[af care more weighty, than the care of thy Soul ? 
thil-And what is it thou wanreſt for the doing of 
of this work 2 what direQion, what ſupport, what 
{| incouragement }, O be ſure, that when thy 
Lord cometh, he find thee ſo dorng. 
ed 6. It ta determined, ſet time, and there- 
i fore the more preciow. God hath meaſured 
-af| thee out thy time, and thou muſt be accountae 4 
ol ble for every Minuce of 1:, He that hath ſer | 
bounds to the Sea, hath ſer. bounds alſo-ro thy 
af, Time ; thar hitherto thou (halt, go, and no 
df further ; He that hach numbred the hairs on thy 
rfl head, hath numbred the hours, and minu:es/ of 
0 thy dayes; he hath: determined thy laſt hour, 
| M -- and 
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po adthy bl wreath, $6 thou dtc uot pu : 
© flep beyond it. when that appointed Peric todgh, 
1s once come, the yery next moment lands heek 
on thy endleſs eternity ; there is no maſtering | 
corrupting, or increating of Death z when God/ 
ſends it, it. muſtiperform its office and meſſage, F 
tet the work of thy Soul, or the concernments of 
thy Body, lie how they will : Wherever thou 
art, at home, or abroad s whatever thy promi- } 
ſes, or retolutions. befor the future ; the hour | 
thar God hath determined, ſhall Rand. 'Oh, 
with what terrour ſhould "this awaken us, to: 
lay hold on preſent time 4 Now, Chriſtian, tell | 
mr, haſt thou thus ſerioully weighed thy time ! 1 
Quieſtionleſs, thele common Motions are no 
ftrangers ts you 3 this is not the firſt, nor the 
third, nor, it may be, the twentieth time, that 
you have heard the preciovſneſs of - Time, thus, 
and more. fully diſplayed, But, ler me ask you, 
Have you been ſo'thorowly acquainted with it, 
, that 1 mighc well have ſpar*d my-pains abour it} 
now ? what ſolemn times have you taken, to 
exerciſe your'moft ſtudious, and retire] thoughts 
about 1 it > what an influence hath the- knowleds 
of it. had upon you > This js'an every dayes 
Mercy, andtherefore ſhould b&thy every dayes 
Work, as it" is thy every dayes Duty. Think 
chus of your Time oft'ner, and you will ſpend 
ycur Time. better, Oy, that'I could ſo-rivert 
theſe nails; on my own and your hearts, that 
they might neyer ſtart back more z that they 
may live, and dye with us 1'O, never forget your 
Fime 1 the worth of i It and your approaching 
aCs 


"J- /account' for it} "Ca 
2. breath, or to ear , - LR 

Cripple forget his Crutgh, or a Traveller his ''* 
' Paſs? Aslong as you have time, remember your : 
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n-you farger to | 
your daily bread > Will a 


Time ; and that Time, when Tiwe. ſhall be na 
More, | | 
This, in general, IT might ſhew you, that 
there are ſome feaſons, more eſpecially precious 
than others * As, 
:. The Time of Youth, The Firſt-fruits are 


Holy, and more precious than all the Crop be- 


fides ; on the account of Divine, Choice, Conſe- 
cration, and Propriecty, Nay, on a 'Nataral, 
and Moral account too; This is the ſeaſoning 
of the Yeſſel, the initiating, chooſing, cove= 
nanting-time, Here, ordinarily, are the foun- 
dations of eternity lajd;* and the firſt Goale 
foward another world, on which the whole 
Race after doth much depend; the time of 
greateſt ſervice, or diſ-ſervice, F 

2, Sabbath times, are moſt precious times 
indeed, The Day'of Gods own ſepgration, 
This is the Jewel in the Ring; though every 
part be precious, yer the Jewel out-yalues all 
the Ring beſides, The moſt pure Elixir .if T 
may fo ſpeak, refined two degrees above' the 
Qutrnteſſence of Time, The Authority, and the 
End of its Inſtitution, together with the adjunCt 
Priviledges of this part of Time , do high- 


, 


"Ty adyance the enyaluable price, and worth 


of it, 
' 3c The times of the Goſpel, are glorious, and 


precious times, Times of glorious Light ; of 
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aces; of exceed- . 
ous Promiſes; nay, and 
Performances too. This is the Glory of the 
ſater Houſe, propheſiedbf by Hagg ar, chap.2.9. 
Life and immortality ts brought to light by the 
Goſpel, 2 Tim, 1.10, Theſe are the times ſo 
much looked, and longed for, of old. Lord, 
zow letteſt thou thy ſeruapt depagy tn peace, ac- 
cording tothy word, for mine eyes have ſeen thy 
ſalvation, ſaid old Swmron, Luk, 2, 29, 30, 
This is the Summer, the Harveſt of the Churchy; 
one day. loſt now, is of ſadder conſequence, 
than ſeven in the Winter of former times. . 
4. Times of affliction, are alſo eminently 
pretious, When che Iron is hot and malleable, 
then hath che Artiſt an advantage to ſhape it 
eo his mind z The dates of the Saints greateſt 
M'iſeries, are wont to be the daies of Gods 
greateſt Mercies : their moſt painful, their 
moſt gainful hours ; both in reſpet. of 
their "ſupporting Cordials under them, and 
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- the blefled Ends of ' them. I might have en 


inlarg'd on theſe things, but my preſent haſte 
and-{traits prevent me, | | 
Thus we haye briefly examined our firſt Ta- 
lent of Time. And, ob, Sirs! may we not 
dip our pens in tears of blood, and write Teke/ 
on it? . | | 
- 2, How, haye you improv'd your Parts aud 
Gifts 2 If Conſcience mighg bur ſpeak freely 
here, it would make you bluſh before God, 
I, Conſider, how low and mean are they, of 
what they might have been 2 hen for the time, 
FE ſayes 
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poſile, for the helps, 
light, the bigh and glorious Priviledges you 
have enjoyed ; ye o»ght to be teachers, ye have 
peed that one teach you again, which be the 
firſt Principles of the Oracles of God, Heb.5.12, 
How low is your knowledge } how weak are 
| - your reaſon and capacities} We arg till like 
children, and babes in Chriſt ; like Trees, at a 
ftand, though by che Founrain's fide, and in 
the midſt of the Paradiſe of God ; like nare 
row=mouth'd Bottles, that receive bur by drops, 
and, it may be, leak it out as faſt again, 
2, How lictle hath there been return'd to the 
Glory of the Nonour, of what we. haye recei- 
ved 1 May not God ſay of us, as Chriſt, of the 
ren that were cleanſed ? Lk. 17. 19. Were 
there not ten cleanſed > but where are the nine? 
| Were there not ten Gifts beſtowed, but where 
are the nine? -May not Conſcience anſwer, 
| The World hath had a ſhare, and Self a ſhare, 
and the Fleſh a ſhare, Luſt a ſhare, and the De= 
| yila ſhare roo, Have not theſe divided the 
ſpoils > Tell me, Chriſtian z Where haft thou 
beſtowed thy : Wits moſt > thy Learning, thy 
Reaſon ? han't the Pleaſures, the Profits, the 
ERcem 'and Credic, of the world, had'more of 
thy ſtudy than God, and thy Soul ? Is there no 
work for Repentance here > how doſt thou 2 - 
how dareſt thou anſwer this before the great 
| God'? Art thou not ſenſible, what a damnable 
deal of Self-confidence, Self-attribution, and 
_ Self-ſceking, hath crept into chy moſt ſpiritu- 
al Puries-? and haye theſe things neyer _—_ 
| tnee ? 
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b- thee? Have thy parts never puff: thee up with 


EI Ghges? 
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ſome bigs thoughts of thy ſeif, and an under- 
valuing account of thoſe that are weaker > Haſt 
thou neyer been ready to flatter, and adore thy 
ſelf,1nd pleas'd thee with the RefleCtions of thy. - 
own beams, and th? good opinion of othe!s 
toncernifig thee > Haye you no Experiences that 
can comment on what 1 ſay, and run parallel 
with me here? have your dayes of private Hu- 
miliation never afforded you juſt cauſe of ſes 
'cret Limentation 2 have you never been: forc't 
to ſeek for a corner, to weep over your own 
prayers and tears, on this very account ? han't 
you been ready to reſt in the bare exerciſe of 
Gifts, without Grace, and to miſtake Gifts for 
Grace? have you never had reaſon to queſtion, 
from the ſelfiſhneſs, or flatneſs of Duties, whes 
ther it were God,-.or Nature only, the ſpiric of 
Chri(?, or the natural, and acquired eleyations 
of the rational Sul that ated and' ſt:zer'd you? 
have,you liy'd on the heart and vicals of Duty ? 
Can you ſay with Bernard, Nanquam abs te 
abſque te receds, ' 1 never go-away from thee, 
without thee > Oh, my Brethren ! can you pick 
up nothipg herey that deferyes to be ſer among 
your Corrigenda, the ſcapes, and blemiſhes of 
yout Duties and Lives? _ 
' 3. How have you improv'd your Graces ? 
Theſe are yolir diſtinguiſhing Talents, which 
difference you from all others in the World, 
The Nethzr Springs of Time, and Parts, and 
external Enjoyments, are common to the Strats 
gers ; bur theſe vpper Springs are the ag 
[le 
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creaſe, have you made of chem ? Have you, 


perfefted holineſs in the fear of God? 2 Cor. 


7.1. 
What can you ſay of your Repentance ? hath 


it been a Repentance from dead works? H:b. 
6. 1, a mortifying Repencance ? What's be- 
| come of the fins you haye ſo often: confeſſed, 

and complained of to God, and made as if you 
were ſo exceedingly wearie and alham'd of, 
and tronbled about > Would you willingly give 
God leave to ſearch every corner of your hearts 
and lives for them ? Are chere none of thoſe 
Stdllen Images you have ſo conſtantly, and con« 
fidently denied, and defied, to be found in your 
Tents > None, but thoſe you have ſerved, as 
Fael ſerved Sifera, that lie dead at your feet 
Where are the /ively Fruits of your Repentance 


unto /ife, which may teſtifie for you, that is, 


hath been in faichfulneſs, and in. truch > han'c 
your Repentances been like a Cake not turn'd, 
bak'd only on the top ? or, like the Tears of the 
Crocodile, that ſeems to we:p ever the Prey, 
| he inwardly rejoyceth in ? Haye you repenced 
unto God,or unto men, only, > hath your Sorrow 
proceeded from the evil, and finfulneſs of fin, or 
meerly from the danger of ir > Oh, Chriſtians} 
as ever you expect comfort from any of your 
Graces, make theſe rhings clear to your ſelves. 
All your hopes of Pardon, and Juſtificarion,and 
conſequencly, : of all: thas good you expect 1n 
this Werld, or another, are builc-on the OoeEuy 
| 2 
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conſider, what. care, what account, what in- 
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. with Pardon withotitRepentance ? I even trems 
ble, ro think of thoſe many thouſands in the 
world, that haye made their own Pardons, and 
ſeal'd them with all their confidence ; with / 
What ſhame and horrour will their faces be ap- 
palled, when God ſhall tear theſe forged /x- 
dulgences our of their hands, and burn them, 
and their lying Pardons, together.” Are not 
you ſome of thoſe that defie the Beaſt; with all 
his Lies and Effaſcinations > and what ! wi'l 
ye turn Popes ro your own Souls F.,and fell 
your Lufts the Inda[gences of your own Inſcriptis 
on ? Ah, Brethren ! Remembers A bare Cone 
feſſion is bur an external concomitant-'of Res 
pentance z and a bare ſorrow for. fipg is but a 
part of Repentance, Your words, your tears, 
and your hopes, may all deceive -you. Re- 
pentance, is a wonderful changing and trans 
forming thing, See, how the Apoſtle deſcribes 
ity 2 Cor, 7.11. For, behold, this ſelf [amt 
thing that ye ſorrowed after a godly ſort, what 
catefulneſs it wrought tn you, yea, what clear 
3ng of your ſelves, yea, what indignation, yea, 
what fear, yea, what vehement 4ſt re, yea, what 
zeal, yeas what revenge ? Oh! what a diffe« 
rence i; there between our ſorrowing for fin, 
and our ſorrowing for the croſſes and troubles 

| of the world 7 how naturally do we grieve for 
theſe things }- we need no Monitors here x our 
ſorrows ſeldom keep within their bounds, - Buc 
when we come to mourn for finz how are we 

Rraicned ! how cold and dead are wel _ 
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hard muſt we wring. for avcear !' v 

have we, to rub. a little, life inco'our fro 
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no farther, than the very dead force 


4+ them, and then, make haſte to their ojd Center 


again. Oh, my Brethren } what can we think 
of ſuch forced Repentings ? If we repent, as ic 
were, againſt our Wills, will God pardon a« 
eainſt his Will | 
Whart do go think of your Faith > Is not a 
ſpeculative Credence, and a-blind Hope, or a 
bottomleſs Perſwaſion , that which you call 
our Faith ? Is ic a Covenantzng Faith > an 
obedient, and fruitful, a holy, and ſpiricualli« 
zing Faith ? Take this for a Rule, A Juſtifying, 
is alway a SanRifying Faith, xr Foh. 3, 3. I 


can but hint at things here, and propoſe you 
| the general heads, which your own hearts, I 
hope, will more largely comment on, In a: 
word, Is your Faith ſuch as is requjred in, 


and ty the Word of God, the Rule of Farth 2.. 

Again, 'For your Love, and the reſt of your 
Graces, that reſide in the AﬀeCtions ; who hath, 
and who hath had, the greateſt ſhare here; God, 
or the World ; Chriſt, or Self; your Duty, or 
your preſent Eaſe and Safety > your Humility, 
your Patience and Contentment z your Za], 
and Charity, and Brotherly kindneſs ; Isthere 
nothing lacking here ? Theſe are the Garments 
you are ſhortly ro meet the Bridegroom in; 


Are they ſuch as . will become his Table, and his 


Spouſe ? : Are they not ragged, torn, and foul 7 
ts there no waſhing-work, no mending-work 
here > 
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to. vilit you, and to reckon with his Family; 
his Harbingers are knocking at your doors ; and ® 
js not the ſound: of their Maſter's feer behind | 
* them? Shall he find you in this foul; and rag- / 
oed Plight > oh! that I could ſecrecly come to * 
every one of your hearts, and awaken my 
with Agrtha's words to Mary, Foh, 11.28... 
The Maſter 1s come, and calleth for thee. And, 
if you will hear, now is the time ; be ſure, you ' 
ſhall not be cali'd vpon much longer, in ſuch a 
way as this. Your Conſciences ſhall bear wits 
neſs for me, that I "_ done what I can 
to awaken you; Oh, my Brethren ! Shall God | 
find us ſleeping in ſuch a day as this 2 Will” 
he nor deal with us, as that Captain did with {| 
his Souldier, whom he found aſleep on the 
Guard ? Mortawm invem, & mortuum r6« i 
liqui, Dead I found thee, and dead I leaye 
thee. | 
| 4, How have you improv'd your Duties 2 
Your Duties are your Priviledges, and your © 
work is part of your wages, Is it no honour 
to be Seryant, nay, a Noble in the Court of the 
moſt high King ? 1s there no difference be« 
tween the ſervice of God, which is perfe&t lis | 
berty, and the ſervice of Self, and Satan, which Þ 
is the. higheſt degree of Slavery ?, Now, what 
an eſteem .have you had. of ' your work 2 hagee; 
you over=yaJued that, which is of man in it # 
I mean, the bodily exerciſe, the Modes, and 
Circumſtances, the viſible excellencies, and ac«/ 
compliſhments of i: ; and underyalued thaty 
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i nie | | 'is "more / immedia tely of : CG ad 2 ſan? | 7 I of 7 
"Y nal Garbes, thari admir*d and ador'4 the Spirit, © © 7 
Þ by which {you':have prayed or beard ? Hanfe © 8 
Y:you been' ready to artribure ſoffieching co your +2 
> Y'own firength, and to forget che hand that leads ' 
1 yow! And what hath been the Increaſeof your - 
» I Duties, both: Number and Weigtit > Wher's — 
» Yrhac.you have prayed all this while for, and = 
1 heard and mediated for -2 Do, you find that . 

2 Fducies grow more eafie and facil , and your 

= hearts mote ready and protypt ahd thorowly 

1 {furniſhc unto. every good word and work ? Ic 

{ {may be you are grown more Wordie or Eloquent #® 
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| Fin Prayer or Conference, more capacious or 
Frctentive in underſtanding» of memorie ; thus 
e the exerciſe of natural faculties may in- 


s Ycreaſe che habit of its natural Rrengch; though 
7e JYit be about ſpiritual ObjeRs; and yer all the 


Eyxhile it be bura carcaſe Withouta Soul, Bur 


? an you ſay that duties are improved in the 
x. Fſpiric and life of chem ? Don*c you, regretyber a 
ix time when you could hardly reach*up yeur hand 
1e Fo'turn the Key of Prayer, bur were forc't ro 
es Efand without Ind call ar aVdiftance, amidft 
i- Ythe loud Kabble of turbulent, prophatic thoughts, 


-h and cold and carnall affe&tions ? That in hear- 
ac Ying che cloud was, ſo thick uporsyou, that you "I 
*r Ycould ſcarce toticlude whether it were Night or >. 
r >WDay with try 2 Thar in your wordly bufineſles 4% 
nd Yand all  othey duties of your' General or Parti- 

- Kcular calling, you lad much ado tg keep your 


ye-on the Mark ; much mbvre to hitic? And 
Woes N how 
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© howis it with you now? Can-you ſay tha you | 
' are fill getting nearer to God > That tho 
former Diſtances are daily aboliſhing throughlle 
the abundant and abounding fulneſs: of the 
Grace that is* given you > Are-you gettingl, 
ground on God, ( if I msy ſo ſpeak J doth everyf, 
ſtep bring you nearer and every -Dury winaſſ 
you higher ? 1 mean not- ini fine” words, or Mi, 
mical geftures, or afﬀeRted Singularities, | but 
in che ſpirituslity and fleſh-abafing power dlff, 
it * O", Sirs ! Can,you gather notning from; 
this Rod, that may mind: you of ſomething 
that is amiſs in your Duties? Was there no 
thing amiſs'jn_ eur Preaching, and in your 
Hearing, and in; both our Praying and othet 
Dugies, ghat God hath cut us ſo thort of it now! 
The good Lord, if he hath any pleaſure in-ug 
fully and effeRually | diſcoyer thele things!.taf 
us f HR | 
5. Your Company is another. /Talent , tha 
you muſt reckon for, O what mutual advan« 
tage might we have.amade of this Talent ? The : 
Merchagts of *the World account their Comp! | 
nies and Societies, their houts. and places * 
Commerce and Bfthange, one of their great pris 
viledges, Lawyers and Phy fitianis,, when theylly 
come togerher will be prying into one another 
ſecrets. and-experiences, and propoſing their 
doubrs and caſes depending, Nay , the verylli; 
D:unkards and Whore-mongerss Brothells and 
Afaſſinates: wil improve” one anothers Coma 
pany for ghe carrying. on of | their deſired, 
though. ungodly ro the to promote: che Ina 
; tereit 
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= Eo ons Ent a, ; 
7 L050, RE ot Wn Ys OI OT % WW 
Es | 28 ICE: to — <RF £7 SS. 4 
© op 0 RES i 12"vv., Bb-n.t” © 1 IK ee” 
TY 2D] FIG £2 ny: © 
LI _ - 7 P . = BH, Js 4 : 
ET £2 as + | 
t | _ 


= $ 


Mfawilies, and.to damn their! own Souls. How 
SY frequent are ſuch Complaints ar the Gallows # 
"ch Had it not bin for ſuch or ſuch Company, I had 
WF hever come. tothis miſerable End, Though we 
may not. curſe , yer how little” Cauſe are w& 
like to have, when we come to die, to bl:fſe one 
Fanochers Company ; and God, for that good 
gwe have done or received that way? Are we 
ynoc ordinarily as yain', as worldly, as uſeleſs - 
in our Company, 'as others ate. Oh ! whence is 
Nic thac thoſe char are inſpir'd by the Spirit, led 
OYby the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit, ſhould 
uigyet be thus Carnal? Are we the Lights of the 
EWorld ? Is the Candle of the Lord in us? Joyn 
wo-or more Candles together, and will not 
Weir Flames preſencly embrace , and dart up in 

ne to'a- more lofty Spire, and with the more. 
ranſcendent Glory ? Swrez tr: our little Comm 

100 with (God, that - hath thus incarnated 

Ne Communion of Saints, Are we trading to» 
\Techer for Heaven, ingag*d in the. ſame ducies, 
din theſame dangers? Are our main Cons 
Offternments and Buſineſſes one and the ſame ? Are 
Ie altbound for the-ſame Harbour, and Chil- 
Wren of one and che ſame Father 7 And have we 
thing to do with and for one another abou 

tz Are there ſo many weak and feeble and. 
Wark among us, that we may fear how they 
Will hold home | And is there no need of a 
Niclping band > Oh how well would thy. Father 
l fake ir to! ſee thy weaker Brothe 's burden on 
"Eby (houlders , helping him along ! This is 
W=:i- N 2 | the 
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the glorious commendation cf Chriſt's care” of 
us, Iſa. 40. 1. He ſhall feed his flath like 
4 ſhepheard,. he ſhall gather the Lambi- with 
hu arm, 'and carry them in his Boſome, and 
ſhall gently lead thoſe that are with young 
Oh that we could refolve thus:wjth our ſelyes; 
when eyecr we happeri{'as we think we'ghoule 
earneſtly cover ) into the company of” any off 
the Saints of God. Well ! Now here is'onef} 
opportrmity. more put into my handsof doingh 
or receiving! ſome good, the loſs of this oppor 
tunity may loſe me one jewel in my -Croung, 
Am I travelling with-him here on the. Earth; 
Oh ler'me travail as many ſteps' with him to 
wards H:aven/ © | | 

. By?, by the way, take with you this Caveat, 
Take ' heed of - vain 'Oftentation , or empty 
circumſtantial ſcruples and queſtions ;-let th 
Matter” 'of your diſcourſe, and the manner offi 
It too, be ſuch as may adminiſter Grace." And; 
Ineddle nor ſo much with other mens fins, *a 
with your own duty. *Tis to be fear'd, tha 
we ſpend more time toexclaim on others finnesh 
than to bewail' our own; to caſt dirt in other 
faces, than-to wipe off, or' to weep off thi 
which is on «cur own, "And may-not this bite 
one Ciuſe,” why God hath ſuffered the Penalyh 
on out-commineg together, ' even becauſe he hatik 
had no more glory, not our Selves and Brethre 
 advant*g* this way ? 
"6. Tur Providedges are Talents you mu 
fortlyanſmer foros Andheſe are: this. 
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nh The Temporal I mightdivide into. Ordinary, 
"Yor extraordinary. Of the; Ordinary, I thall 
"$Finſtance burin theſe three, and thac b. iefly. 
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Oar Health, 

F: © Out Peace, * 

"23 ”/ Oar'Plenty, fc 5: 
1, /Our | Health; How miſerably have,we a- 
buſed our Healthy both in-its ſelf, and in: its 

JEnd ? In jts/ ſelf ; how 'ofren have we-indag- 

Feered: and impaired. it, Throygh irs bard, bon= 

Sdage to the/World or. the Fleſh, The. Body 

Findeed-:is ybur houle to work in ; bur rake 

Yheed of caring down your own walls, _ May 

aHnot thy diſeaſed, ſpoiled health, thy, ak:ing 

PUNimbs, and broken bones cry out en thy coyetous 

Ueart, thy immoderate toyle, thy greedy mind, 

 Ofthy fool-hardy and audacious tempting of:God, 

nEorthy intemperate life e Nay, inthe recovering 
pf decayed health 5 how hath God been. chruſt 

aſide, as it were, and naturall, it maſbe, di- 
wolical meanFonely, br eſpecially ſought un- 
0? And+as for your ends, hath it net been 

Smore to pleaſe and eaſe or ſerve the fleſh, than 

Vo diſcharge: your: quries 'towards God > Hath 

For your Healch been made -your flave and 

Wrudge for the World, and co hold the Candle 

Fo che uncleaneſt of your Lults } Who hath had 

Tie honour:and ſeryice of your Health + Ler 

Conſcience ſpeak the trurh now ; . how {gldome 

Path God' heard from you more than in- your 

Fold and cuſtomary way, till he hath been even 
y N 3 forc'c 


- Forc't Ck wy his $Rod, ay] "E ſome” 
© upon. your Health? And do we aha, 7 th 
that he* hath let fly*rhe arrows of Death', 

- Warr and Peltilence at us] -9%f 

2. Our Peace, Howladly may. v we akoch ole | 
and lamenc thePeace we have loſt? When y 
had peace with men, we®regarded' tot © 

| peace wich God, nor with one another, - hay! 
'Quartels were we picking ® What - Divifionſ 
were we running amonglt pur ſelves; Whe 
here were none to fall out with us; we +begy 
ro fall 6uc with ene another, and co ſenite-ou} 
fellow-ſervants 3. and therefore/is God quill 
Fallen our: wich us. ” We: have iffpr our owl 
Peace to feather our Neſts, and now, Bcholg 
ve eannotlic warm in them, 

'3: Our Plenty, "Row fat .and wanton' af 
we grown, Fuft up wich the conceir of 'our © 
Rrengeh's God Watt” filled - our -: Baras'd 
1eden the Earth with his Mercies, and wit 
the'Fool we have been ready: co (ay, \Soul ta 
thine” baſe, '' Meicirs 2re. neyer more: Cowiyl 
boſcd, than when mold freely betowed., W 
hath God had of all our increaſe p-Hber r 
ſhalt biave eaten and be full, then: heware h 
thou forget the (Lord, 'Dext;"6-11,12. Ge 
hath found, thac'groſſe feeding doth produ 
il hucmours and 'grofle miſcarriages. oA 
they were intFeaſed, ſo:they funcd ag aint mi. 

Ho. 4- 7. And therefore he is fain 'to' Vs þ 
low. 
Pi Seke alſo mind you of your Privileds 
and deliverance extxaordinary, . Huh ps 
| | ney - 
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never: reſcued you 'from the very brink of the 

he grave, and.reaeht you his hand when you were . 

"<< juſt fukivg > Hath henever over-anſwered your —- 

1 Prayers, -and gone beyond- you Baich and "I 
Hopes ? Have you never ſcen him Repping 
we out of his common way, and as it were breaking 
w/the:h&dge of Naturerand Reaſon to hafte ro your 
haghelp'; that you -have been forec to ſay, This 
on 3:the Lords doing, it is warvellons iy our efes, 
$ ?ſal/. 118; '23; And do you think this will 
& be forgorten'in the day account? What won 
ou} ders of Providence did God work for 1ſrael, 
i from Egypt till: chey came into the Land ef 
wi: Promiſe, But, Onur Fathers underſtood not 
ld ably wonders in Egypt, they remembred not the 
J mmnltitalle of thy mercies, but provoked him at 
affſ'the. Sea, even the Red-Rea, They ſoon forgot 
* bus works , they" waited not for his counſels, 
ng P[al.' 2.06. -74 13. Therefore he lifted: up his 
ill band againſt them, and overthrew them inthe 
- arilderneſs; wer, 26; The abuſe of extraordi- 
nary Providences, whether of 'Merey,or Judg- 
ment, on our-ſelyes or 'others'for our warning, 
' is commonly attended with extraordinary yen=- 

geance. is | 

2; Your ſpiritual Priviſedges, and theſe are 

- either External, or Internal, External, as 

- 1% Our Miniſtry is one of your Talents, 

which you as well as we muſt; ſhortly give an 

- account for, Thais ſeems to be one ſpecaal yoice 

of the Rod,.and that which ir chiefly aims ar. 

$ This is one of the main Bones that God' hath 

oF "broken, the principal oy . that he hath Rruck 
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®_ > - here ſhould be the more ſeriouw.and ſolemne,F | 

= Remember now with what careleſs,; cuſtomary? Y..? 
Ind.M:rency you, have bin wont to. hear; with'FÞ 
what drowſy , dead , ſecure affeQioos g with”! 
what unbelief ,- irreverence,, hypocrifie; withs! 
what a divided, worldly, and wandring ſpirit; 
with what inconfiderate, blind Zeal? Chriſtian! 
re#{on thus with chy ſelf ; wharian exccllenc'y 
fayour is this, that I haye thus long enjoyed; 
What way could the poor -blind*world have 
2rop't out to get to H-aven by.s. zphat (bift | 
could we have made > Muſt not I and all the 
world with me, of nece[sity, haye periſhed roall F 
eccrnicy , had. it not bin for Chriſt, and: tha Y. 
bleſſed maniteſtation of, his Goſpel, rhe brings" 
ing .in of  betcer Hope > for Faceh cames by hears | 
3ng, Rom. 10. #7» And if eur Goſpel behid; Y- 
it 15 budto themthat be leſt, 2 (or. 4, 3.And. 
now whac.haye I done ? Howcan. I anſwer for F: 
what ] have receiyed of this Talent > Thus 
Jong. have I lived; undzr ſucha mans. Miniftryg: 
and thus long under anothers ;, Be(ides all thoſe 
occalional, adyantages, which | haye' been very 
frequ-nt and precious, Wich what | preparatt> 
op ? Wich whar gare;?- Witch: '\what humility 
and ſelf=denyal ? With what reſolution and 
purpoſe of heart, haye ] ſought: God an the 
everlaſting happzne(s, of mpy own. Soul in the 
1nJoyment of ſuch Mercjes } To what purpoſe 
hath been-all my hearing and praying hitherto? 
Ah 1 What work have you here pp deal plainly 
With your ſelves in,g How gyighs, your ghoughts- 
MY L SH bs 


* 


; pita © A, tour © RIGS 014 « þ 7 
"ford you matcer” of Limeneation.1' I-beſeech' I 
Brerhrenz for tie 'Lord Jeſus ſake, let not. 
your e#rs: be both the Cradles and' the Graves 
of theſe propoſed Confiderations 1 oh, ler me” 
Ao: opent to'your eyes only, and the 'curiofiry of 

your ears 'and'\cenſures'; and pack all up agan, 


1'y withouc-any hopes of trading with your hearts! 
JS | This-i$/none of mine, -but Gods (errand, I am 
4 fent in; the fruit of his: render carc,and com- 
3 paſſion of your ſouls; Oh, let ir (mor recurn 
© empry-fram whence''ir dime ! ler -me not car 

z | ir back- in witneſs of” your uneratcful refuſal! 
1 God will ſhorcly come: ro reckon with you him- 
oY ictf, he hath ſenc'me but alittle before, as the 
« | voice of one crying in the Wilderneſs, 'to warn 
| you”'to prepare his Way," and to- mike his 
; & Pathy'ftraic. "And; 'remember '!' Let Confſci- 
dF ence ſet it down, that this day you. have been 
r | warned, - 

s | -'2.- The Sacraments "are another!; ind no 
34} [mall part of your Talent. How (hal}-we take FS. 
e || che weight; and worth of this Priviledge'?- All 
y Þ the Wottd; and a thouſand more ſuch; will ne- 
» | ver fiovecthe Scales againſt its” | Oh, the hei git, 
y | #nd depth, and length, and breadth, of the 

d | of God; in Chriſt Jeſus 1 How might we begin 
e | afre(b;co-reckon wich our hearts here ? Have 


| Fa been*ſome' of - Geds* inviced Gueſts; that 
eaten, and drunk ar his Table, and fed upon 
-his Body and Blood Conſider then, © © 
rt. What you have done. Have you fed- on 
Ebriſt, like chilticen, at his Breaſts > or —_— 


—-— == w OS 


i like T_ on | his Fleſh and Blood +. + The F' 
evidence; is clear concerning the Fa ; /you 
can't deny, bur that you baye caten at his Ta» 
ble ;, you. have had your ſhare, and. you” 
muſt expect your Keck wing. Tis no ordinary. 
fare you have fed upon, and you may expect 
chat the. account will be ſome way anſwerable, 
Salvation or Damuation mill be the ſunm total 
of your. Bill of Fare, Sacraments are. charge» 
able Diſhes ;, It coſt the Great Maſter of theſe 
Sacred -Feaſts dear, /his deareſt, and only Son 3 
and che Feaſt- holder bunſelf his deareſt Blood 5 
And da you think co fic. at theſe Tables, at the 
ſame xate,/2s at the. Ordinary 'of the World ? 
What } think you to pleadyour Faderal, and 
Evangclical Right, by the ſeal of che firſt Sa- 
cramenc,. that gave yau yilible Title” co the {es 
cond? Ah, but what, if. this Thould but aggra» 
' ate the. .huſineſs? Need 1: gl you, that-the 
firſt admiſhon was upon terms ; and what theſe | 
terms were, Were you admitted into the Bae 
mily of God;; and inot, bound to the Laws and 
Diſciplins pf the Family 2 Know, my brethren, 

rhat;chere. was 2 murual, Ripulation in'your firſt 
Bapciſmal Adoption, ; Surely, *ris no ſmall -af- 
.F5omr, ' fox : Dog to'lap of the Maſter's choiſelt 
di(b, and at theTable of his moſt ſolemn Feaſt, 
though they belong;as Dogs, to the Family, and 
g9 1n.3ng;out at the ;ſame door with the children, 
Oh, Sirs.1, sbgre; me: high.things, chac- we all 
Rand chargeable with, an £his account, a and k 
aerls xg we comdider itf,;, .., Ve 
4% Av! LE haye youicarried ſ_ ſelyes in 
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JF pc of Sacramencs-1 Oh 1 Where are your moſt | 


eating A. To 


 bearrs/ with; what hungring affeEions, with 


love, and ſpiritual. joy, . and boly watchful 
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ſerious thoughts > Methinks, che Rod ſpeaks 
louder, and plainer Frag ordinary hy 22 
\#his cauſe, many are .weak, and. Fckly, ama; 

Jong aud many :leep, LCor, IT,30, Ad the 
,cauſe you may fee, from yer. 17. to 22. *I'was 
their abuſing, and: prophaning of Sactamengs. 
4 ſhall bur propoſe things in gen&ral here, and 
leaye them to be more fully diſcuſſed berween 
.God.and your. own hearts... Conſider then, 

--: 8. What, an influence hach;your Baptiſmgl 


Vow had upan you? how litcle have you ſtudied 


che Terms and Conditions of thoſe your firſt 
Indentures between God and youp and how 
ſeldom hath it been-in your thoughts > Han'r ig 
paſt by you, as a Ceremony, rather than, a Buſi- 
peſs of any.great import? __, Afi 

... 2. With. whac ſolemn Preparatiqn have you 
waited on-God, in the enjoyment of the. other 
Sacrament? .Han't you ſpent more time, and 
care about your Bodies, chart about your Souls 2 


or in the. external. part of Preparation, than. in 


' the life, and... poyer, and piric of ic? With 


what ſelf-abhhotrencie, with what brokenneſs of 


what faith;,,and carneſt bope, with, what: 


care, bays. you. fired, and: filled your ſelv & 
for ſo: near, and intimate. Communiqn- wit 


. God? 


- 3, What good haye you gotten by Sacra. 
ments ? Have you -been ike Gyancs refreſhed 


wich wine + How haye your Graces flouril e 


under 


"ET, "3" p 4 
RG 's 25 8 
bs -bas 6 A a es 


"under ſuch heavenly deiws > 'Mave your refolutf-, : 

* ans been 'ſtrengthmed, and your diligence dott- | 
"bled #: hath the-Devil loſt ground in' you # oh, 
-What have you to' (hew that you have gotten by 
Sacraments ? Are you not as empty; as vain, 
as worldly, as impatient, as ſelfiſh after, as you 
were before z Are theſe” things like to make 

for 'the comfort of your account, at laſt? ' 
"Which way can we look, but we may find guilt 
.and ſhame meering us ? 1s not every leaf in your 
,Conſciences fill'd with accuſations againſt your 
ſelyes > oh1 with What aſtoniſhing ſhame will 
It amaze ſecure finners, wheny all that Conſci- 
ence has to ſay,” ſhall 'b: publithr 'in open 
Courc, before God and Angels, and all the 
world ! Now is the: cime to prevent all this g 
t you have a repenting hour, a returning Tea 
Ton "oh ! dont fit ' ir out, and* talk, or 
refolye ic away, till you come tofEſaw's paſs, 
nd chen a whole'world will neyer redeem you 
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one ſich offer mote.” 


it g? 


ors as the Hinds of Sampſon, on the Pillars of 
the Kingdom of Satan. **Tis rife, theſe Breaſts 
haye been, and alwaies are, moleſted with ill 
Wuanours, and give Blood, nay, ſometimes, Poy« 
fon, inſt:ad of MilkS Bt, we haye that Glaſs 
in our hands, 'that will diſcoyer where the mY 
27-72% Hy 
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fonlies;' Ts the: Law, aud to thi Tiſtinuany;;: 
If they ſpeak 108 according to this Word, F'Y 1 | 
becanſe there 15 'no light in them, 10a. 8, 20, 
Nay, and we have the ipiric of Protniſe,; and-of 
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| Truths whoſe Office is, to: guide mw 1nto all. 


truth, Joh, 16. 13. This, \like the Unicorn's 
horn, triesthe Poo/, and Antidotes it before we” 


_ drink. *Tis confeſt; that the moſt eminent Wri-: 


tings, of che choiſeſt Inſtruments of the Church 
of God, haye their op4augm, their Nevs, their: 
Spots and Blemiſhes : This .argues, that they 


- are bur men, though divinely, yer nor infallibly. 


inſpir'd, - The Fountain indeed 15 moſt pure, 
yet the- Streams are uſeful: too, though liable co. 


- accidental, and humane Tirictufes and Imper-, 


f:Kions, * A Fountain . wichouc- its/ Streams,” 


' would be ſerviceable but to few ; abſtract the: 


Sun from its diffiſed B:ams, | and. where, is its; 
glory or ſervice? 'But when every one may have, 
aS it were, a Brook,” running through their 
Kitchins, - whar a help, and advantage 1s ir, in. 
all domeſtick employmwents ? Sarely, neyer-was 
there an Ave in the world, that:abounded with- 
ſuch,-and fo 'many helps. of, all ' ſorcs, as ours: 


have done, + Now, conſider, what, an, Account, 


or Improvement, have you-made of this Talent > 
As for the'choice of your Books; and Studies, I 
mean,not anly Scholars and:$:udents,bur otherss 
Han*t/ you been led' bythe! corrupt Gena of a 
wanton!Fancy, to Plays, Ramanccs; Stories, Toys, 


' and unprofitable Queſtions,” Sebuars 4 yeudug- 


au 3g, Prophane, and, old wives Fables / or, an 
erroneous underſtanding, and-ſchiſmatical,and 
- +> 0p Pare 
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" Mofech; the 'fons of contention, to irengthen 
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ſelves; ro-kindle, or Quicken :coals among 
rethren ? Hayt you exercis*d-your ſelves, ras 
thiy antoColllineſs:; as the Apoſtle exhorts, 
rT599,.4. 7. and 'made. your choice of ſuch. 
Books, and - means,''as may beſt promote that 
nobF, and blefled End ?: And have you ims 
prov'd ſuch your choice, with your utmoſt care 
in reading, underſtanding; and obeying them 3 
It cannot but grieve/my heart, to think of the 
miſerable lighting, and horrible: abuſe, of this 
patt of our Talent 5: ro: fee poor-ſouls groping; 
and rambling up and down iftrthe Dark, while 
every corner ſtands fo full of ' theſe: precious 
Lights, When I find, of whar large capacitics; 
firm * intelleunls; retentive memories, works 
ins afﬀfeRions, and excellent naturals, ſome men 
are cf, and yer in- all theſe degraded, through 
the madneſs of their hearts, that: they little dif 
fer, as to their aims. objess and leading 
principles, from the beaft chac perifheth, Some 
will-pretend, they: have no mony:to beftow ofs 
fuch' commodities 5 who Fa can find, is may 
be; rwice as 'much, co ſpend at ore ficting, with 
their fellow Diunkards, or Dealers x or in ſome 
Toy; to pleaſe- a cocker'd child ;/ or to cloath 
the' back of /'Pride; or to' ſacrifieg to any of 
their Luſts, If rhe Devil, by the Commithon 
of 'the unclean fpirir, lay a Tribute, ap I may 
fay,” 'orr thecy her ſeldom; goe&withour it, Bf thy 
ſelf-love, thy v2in-glory, or revenge, levie'a 
fabkdie upon ghee;'-it:preſently Rands for a Sta« 
; rute 
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vte<Law wich thee, and chow dareſt not refuſes 
thy obedience, though thouw pinch thy 
ſelf, weary thy friends, and undo thy family 
for it ; But though thy Soul lie gaſping, bleed= 
ing, and dying within thee, and- the'mouth'of 
Hell ſtand open for thee, and thy Friends, chit 
wiſh chee and thy Soul well for ever, lic hard at 
thee; ' yet here thou pleadeft a Corbay, and haſt 
nothitg to ſpare, becauſe thou haſt no-heart to 
ſpare,” -Othersthere are, thac count ir ſofficienc, 
if they beſtow their mony in theſe: chings,, 


_ though they havelictle time to ſpare in reading, 


leſs in confidering them; as though they meanc 


- to ſet up theſe, for their Penates, their Paper. 


Idols, or Houſhold-Gods ; or elſe let them lie, 


© as waſte papers, of little uie, more than for chit- 
| dren to play with, or to paſs away a tedious 


hour on a Sabbath day. 
. Others, again, for the pleaſantneſs of che 


*Style, or ſonie by=reſpeRs to the Perſon, or 


SubjeQy will ſeem to: praſely:e themſelves, to 
ach, 'or ſhch a ones deyotion, Others, more 
for Noyelty, than for their Underſtanding, or 


Conſgience-ſake ;; tumble over one page after” 


another, .and whea all is done, can ſay, they 
have read it, but areas wiſe as the Moths ; thoſe 
Heltwones Libroram,.chat feed upon them, Oh,. 
how few are there, that, like B-es, extra che 


. {weetrnefs, and fervice of thoſe Flowers? Where 
are the Combs you have faſhion'd, and the 
' Store, 'you have rreaſtr'd for a ſpending time ? 
- Where, are the Convictions, the ' Reſolutions, 


the. AﬀeQtions, they have wrought on your. 
"hs hearts 


7 and qa ie coft, og haz pins, ; ma DOSY 
eminent ſervants of- Goll-been at-; .andall, us, 
the abuſed ifſue hath proved, but to feed your” 
fancies, and to expoſe: themſelves to. your cen-" 
ſures, and Eritica) caſtigations? Queſtionleſs,”' 
there is no ſmall guilt, in "the Records of Hea-" 
ven, againſt us, on this account, | Ic js nor for” 
nothing, that God hath fer. Watchers oyer us,and” 
Oo oring Sword, - to keep the way of this Tree 
of Life 

2 Ta Internal. Priviledges z z the Airrings, 
and operations of the . Spirit in you, this wilt 
come mto account t2o,at-laſt,  , 

Tt. Yoar Convittions, How often hath het 
Spirit of God wreſtled with 1 ouz. till you, have | 
been forced. to yield? . how often hath Gad ' 
broughc you to your knees, and made you cons. 
feſs before him ? and what woful ſhifts have/you : 


made, to quench the Spirit again? Han' 00? 
been like water forced agatnſt the Rtream, | 

hath broken downg and ſwollen over all the Þ 
Baijes, and Dams, that have ſtood before if> P" 
Dore you find, that ConviRtions are ay” 


ro be wrought now, than once they wept. that | 
ordinary things do leſs affeRt you, than they 
were wont to do ?- or are more ineffectual, | 
and fruitleſs, chan they. were wont to. be > 
And is there no matre#of IoPY: and lamenta- 
tion, in all this ? | 4 
2, Your. Reſolutions,.. Hint theſe been like | 
the Spider* s- Webb, ſpun: our of your own, Bow: | 


els? and hays been / broken, by every finges 
of FF 
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nouredy: and your: ſclyes | deceived), "by" your 
Paghty.raths and half reſolycionst Are you not 
aſham*d, to think, to how little purpoſe you 


1Þ haye been ſo long a purpoſing 2: When are you 


like to be ſeccled, in that, you have been once, 
and again, reſolving on ? + | 

.. 3, War Vowes, | Are not the Vowes of the 
Lord upon. you 2* Han*t you been often'plighting 
your troth with hime May not God ſe you, 
for your Faith, Love, and Obedience, upon that 


o 


1 res you have giyen himy under 'your' own 

nds and ſeals? . Now, conſider, how faithful 
have you been, \in performing your Oaths unto . 
EGod ?. Have: you walked, as thoſe-thar are' in 


y 
: 
. 
| » 


ſpecial: Covenant wich him > What a tie hath 
)is' been; upon you, .againſt all aſſauli's? what 
ſtay bath it been, when: your feer-have been 
fliding ? oh, my Brethren 1 #n'e God much 
to lay to our charge, concerning our Vowes and 


ECovenants ? Look: back on your dayes of cala» 
Amitie,.on your fitk-beds, when you were in the 


igrerneſs and- anguiſh 'of your ſouls ; on your 
conyiRions, and deſertions, when the ſenfe of 


SDivine--wrath, and intolerable guilt lay upon 


youg. was there nothing: paſt between God and 


Hou then, that's worth your remembrance, and, 


lis for ters affeſh; now ? Surely, now that. 
bod is viſtzing for theſe things, *cis tiave for us 
| conſider, 
4. Your Comforts, Thoſe reviving Cordials, 


ef nat have ſo. often fetchr life into 'your' dying 


Popes; with EN aha haye you cnter= 


tain'd 
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tain'd them > with what faithfulneſs have you 
teſerv'd, and- ſtor'd | them up, for ftandingy | 
experiences, to ſuppprt -you in future dangers 
fears, or miſeries> Chriſtian, what is it that 
comforts chee/moſt ? Is 1t the hope of a tempos 
ral deliverance, of 'bexter rimes, and greater 
freedom and peace > Why 1 theſe are therthing 
that natural; and carnal men, are wonto ce 

fort- themſelves. with, 1» thr Lord pat I 
truft, ayes David, how ſay ye then, to 
ſoul, flee as. a bird) ta: your @nountain >, Pſa 
at. Is. Remember the. word unto thy ſervant, 
wpon which thog ha#t canſed-mme to bope. Thuf 
1 my comfort in my afflifiion; for thy word buth 
quickyed we, Plal, 119. 49, 50. Here l 
three things, which ' contribure ro Davide 
rom, "i his affliction. . t.; The Promiſe off 
the Word, the ground of his hope, 2. His reqpr 


CY 


bs. > 


lacjon,as ſervant, unto God,' the ground 'of 

proprietiey or 'right: to. the Promiſe. 3. The 

Infuence of:the Word, through the quickningſth 

c9-qperation: of the Spirir,- 'Tis not enoughKr 

that there is a word of Promiſe made to us, uni 

leſs the. condition of. the: Promiſe: be wyous 

ja us, andthe Spirit quicken us, ro apply rh, 

Promifc)ioo,,» Comforts drawn froma PromiſeÞÞbu 
- without tbe Condition of the/Promiſe, are bt 

ſtollen. Comforts ; i and a' Promiſe, wicha 

the: Spizit; to quicken and.apply it, is bur li 

a Hony.comb in the mouth of a dead manyt 

hach nor/ſireangth co. draiv it, © © +, you 

- 1. 'Confider, of whar natureare your comin 

forts ? Arc they carchly, or ſpiritnal Comforts; 

way 
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IF where is 1t you are wont to retire, and to take 
ſanAuarie in your fears,and dangers > Are you 
not ready to anſwer with David? [Is the Lord 
put I my truſt, But, what's that thou findeſt jn 
x God, that comforts thee ? You will ſays His 
rj Attributes, and. Promiſe « you know that he 
is able, and ready to help, and hath promiſed 
8 {0 to do, in a time of trouble, Yet this 1s not to 
© the Queſtion, This ſhews the ground of your 
Comforts, -bur nor the nature of them, You 
may gueſs at the nature of your comforts, by 
jgour inward fears and troubles ; of what kind 
ware cheſe * Are they the concernments of God 
mend Chriſt, and. your own ſouls, or your ex- 
(ternal, and private intereſt, that you are fo ten= 
"Ser of 2 Don't the hopes of 'your deliverance 
from the Rod,afteft,and rejoyce you more,than 
eeny hopes you have of eng ener by the 
Rod ? Alas, Chriſtian þ God will have thee yee 
Gvore ſpiritual, he ifitends to wean thee from 
hy {elf, and comake, the concerns of his Glory, 
npad thy own Soul, ,yer more precious with thee, 
ne Tis:true, there's comfort ith every good ; and 
5 no. Creature of God 1s to be refuſed, 1 Tim. 
(4, lo neither the comfort that iſſues from it s 
efÞbur look, 'of®# what naturg the Good is, of the 
Mame nature, in its ſelf, is the ' comfort that 
t. begets. © It is thy higheſt Good, that afa 
ads. chy higheſt comfort. So that hence you 
ay judge of your choics, and conſequently, of 
Four preſent Eſtate, and future Portion, accor« 
Ing co (ich Eftate, 
1Y--2, Conſider, of what ground and ſufficien« 
FE _ cie 
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makeagainſt all thy diſcomforts ? Are they ſu 
as proceed from a true, and lively Faith, and 
the Spirit, the Comforter ? or, are they bred on 
the knees of thy carnal Reaſon, and blind 
Hopes > The ftrength of thy Comfort will” be 
much according to the ſtrength of thy Faith 
Rom. 15.13. 1 Pet, 1, 8. and the fulneſs olf 
thy Joyes, according to the fulneſs, and nearneſy 
of thy Communion with God, 1 Foh, 1. 3,44] 
;Thby Common Reaſon, and carnal Experience: 
may ſerve thee, asKRebeccah ſerved Iſaac. 1 
may dreſs thee a ſavoury - Diſh, ſuch as choufſ 
likeſt, -and | tell. thee, that the Lord 'thy* 
God hath brought ir to thee, Baſtard"ComJ* 
forts. may ſcenr yery beautiful, and Follen wall? 
ters, ſweet ; but theſe are waſting Comfore{9 
Cifſterns that will not hold long ; theſe Win@® 
will quickly run on the x,*es; when God be 
eins co walk with thee, aboye thy reach, an” 
to lead thee rhrough the dark, and narrow wait : 
.of his. Providence, thefe” Comforcs will ' tur t 
' Shades too, and tend to, thy 'diſquierment F 
' Thercfore,, my brethren, 'examine your Com 4 / 
forts; ſce whoſe Image and ſuperſcripcipn the” 
. bear ; ' and be ſure that . amFho all othelſſ* 
things:you have to comfort your ſelyes with 
you be not wichout that one, which will comſs 
fort you in Death, and ſweeten the birtereſtealſſ 
for you, | - OED '- "EIS 
3. Conlider, What iſe have you made Y{; 
your-Comforts > How haye you ſet Faich anlfſ®® 
Hope on work, in your ſtraits and difficukieaF* 
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are of greateſt worrh, 


| wb:ch are in any trouble, by the comfort where. 
with we our ſelves are comforted of God, 2 Cor, _ 
$1. 3, 4+ Here are four things obſervable in  - T0 
F his comforts, I. The ground, or otigilhl of _ 
F them ; and that was Ged, the Father of mer " 
kl f1e5, and the God of all comfort. 2. Their way 

4 of Conveyance: *cwas, through Jeſrs .Chriſt; 

-Yand therefore he adds, the Father of oug Lord © 
ll Jeſs Chriſt. 3. Their Sufficiencie z is was 

an univerſal cordial ; comfort in all tribulation, 
204. The end, or uſe of jt, which was two-fold ; *" 
Private, and Publick, 1. Private, It begat "I 
in him a thankful frame of heart 3 Bleſied be \Þ 
"YGod, who comforteth us, 2. Publick, vizg 

"the .communication - of the ſame comfort ta | -*.. 
Mothers ;T hat we: might be able to comfort theng "ot 
Bwb:/ch are jn any troubles, Now fit down, and 
conſider, what's the reaſon your comforts are 
ſo low, and ſpiritleſs? how comes it to paſs, 
ou are ever and anon, , fainting under the 
\ Myokc, and ready to give up.your hopes for loſt ? 
Bi hy art thou caft down, O my ſoul, and why 
Yart thow diſquicted within me? Are the trol. 
Fbles of this world too. bard for the hopes of the 
World co come? and lie: heavier on you, than 
"ad wen © Chrift 
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Chrilt can bear in 00-38 Was i's 's 
ence oaly, who could ſay, 2 ©: x ; 5. "> thi 
, ſuffeting s of Chrift abound it u«, ſo our ran 
lation alſo abonndeth by Chriſt, Chiiftian) 
thy faint, and heavy carriage, and ſad: difs 
quietments, do refle&.on thy Profeſſion, and 
on the glorious Acttribures of God, Theſeſ 
are your 'Priviledges, Temporal,” and Spiri 
” _ rmual, which is the fi xth T alent we litye' had 
in qu icſtion, 

3: our Af 'FHons, are another of your ci» 
txuſteU Talents, Gog is now reckoning with 
you, by his Rod ; thetime is coming, that 
will reckons with you for his Rod, ” Would it 
not be ſad, if your preſent miſeries ſhould; bur 

aggravice 1 your future unhappineſs, Oh? withſ” 
what hotrrour will Conſcience look back onfruitY' 
leſs »Mictionis'? When thou lieft ſtretcht out onff-! 
the Threſhold of a miſerabl: erernity, thy diſod] 1 
bedience to the Word will ſufficiently aftonithf} 1 
{ 
(6 
\ 


F; thee ; bur thy hardening unger the Rod, will 
= | be one of the bitrereſt Memenro's that ball 6: 
in thy mind, When the Brate Creatures 
with whoſe bodies and lives, thoh art now glut 
ting thy unreaſonable Luſts, (halt riſe in'Judg 
men 3gainſt thee, who neyer were guilcy 0 
To ftupid, Rtubborn, and unteachable a ſpirit 
* as thov, Hath God caſt thee inco the fire, an 
WH  * art thou the ſame (till ; or' rather, worſe Hi 
== worſe ? Be ſure, fi nner, God hath a 'Furnat 
i that's ſeven 'times hortet than any"thot ha 
ever«tried yet, and that will melt thee. "mn 
one of the ſaddeſt Judgments inthe wortd, "tag © 
jon 4 
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$F come out of xfflitions unreform'd,; for this is 
* uſually, one of Cods laſt, and moſt effeRual 
courſes, to humble proud” hearts. If the Rod 
once- leave thee uncurable, . there's lictle hope 
of th&, - Oh! char I could awaken you now f 
$ oh 1 that God would -awaken you } That I 
fell might but open your $kirt, for one of the heals 
ing, and yet wounding Arrows, of his Spirit, 
to. enter you ; ſurely, he willnot ſpend chem all 
upon you-in vain. -: If they will nor pierce thee 
now, his Qxiver is yet. full of the flamin 
Darcs of his vengeance» with which he will 
| .purſue rhee inco Hell, and chere thou muſt Rand 
icy þ1s Bert co all etcrnity. RIFE. , 

8. And laſtly, Tour Relations, are not the 
eaſt part of your Talent, Here I might ſub« 
4 divide my Courſe,” many waies, in this large 
Field : but I ſhall knit up all, inas few words as 
Ican, There's never a one, .but Rands in fe- 
yeral Relations to others, and every.Relation 
charg'd fall of Duty 3: But within the' bounds 
-of Family-Relations, I ſhall ac preſent dire&t my' 
es way. \, " NE. 
tf 2. 1 (hall begin with 24aftexs of Families, 
oj Oh ry how few are. there, that duely confider 
if the duties of ſuch a Relation 4 How have Gods 
5r08 faichful ſervants labour'd at chis Oar, to con- 
vince men of, and. perſwade them To the obe- 
nd dience, and praRiſe of theſe dutics 1 No ſtring 
6: fo ofcen ſer. as this,' and 'yer no ftring ſo much | 
i6f out: of rune ill, How: have you weighed the V 
ri burden chat lies-upon Your hands 1 ' The bloud 
tall of your ſcrvants ſouls,- is. like to lieat the doors 
ney # O 4 of 


"4g Keke”, 


E of your Megs _ os = a4, 
| think to anſwer God, as Cain anfwered,* in! 


another caſe 3 Am 1 my brothers keeper F God | 
hath commitced not only cheir- bodies, -but_ their” 


Souls,-ro your care, Exod, 20, 10. And what: 
bave you done for them more than their bare Ins 


dentures or Covenants have inforced you 2 May 


pot God juſtly lay to thouſands among us, nay, 
to- moſt of us, as orfce to Cain? The yoice of 
thy Servants blood cryeth/ unto me, [not from 


the ground, bur from Hell, Certainly, \is a 


dreadful thing, to conſider, what cyried and 


heatheniſh cruelty there is ſhewn towards the. 


ſouls of poor ſervants, Oh 4 what an influence 
might.you have upon them, did-you but take the 
-Zight courſe with.them > how wovld a little con= 


deſcending, ſclf.denying, gentleneſs, and love. 


prevail wi:h Inferiours 1 You are crying out'u 

on their unfaichfulneſs, idleneſs , flubbornneſs 
and;profaneneſs: On 1 Confider where one great 
cauſe lies, + Hath nor ybur worldlineſs, or fro. 
wardneſs, or ſupercilious, unchriſtian-ljke Route 


neſs, or your own eyil Example, or Negligence, 


and. pnywatchfulneſs in. your duties, - been [the 
maincbing that hath produced it ? Who "time 
:have you Allowed them for” their ſouls f. what 
 Founſcl, whit Arguments, have you uſed with 
them 72 what -pains/have. you taken to inform, 
or refort them > how often haye you been on 
your knees on purpoſe -to God, for thzir ſouls? 
Were the- Egyptian Farkemaſters ever more 
exact for their tales of \Brich, than you have 
been with chem: Do you. think you azc ſerying 
| | 0} 
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| fully walk vp wh rand wroreren That they, * 
ff and theirhouſes, will ſerye #he Lord ?” oh ! tha * , 
n | God would perfwade us, to more ſeriouſneſs,and ' ; 
a | unwearied diligence, in this buſineſs. Queſti- | 
d | onleſs, this is not the: leaſt cauſe; for which We- 
ef Landis mourning this day, How can we ex- ES 
ef pet, thar God Gould remove his Judgments, ' 'Y 
e © pÞefore our fins be remoyed 2 chat he ſhould re- coudrey; 
= Kore us, . before he hathreform*d us ? and, with Fam. Re- 
ef what reaſon, can we ever hope to ſee a National form. 
3-4 formation proſper, unleſs it' be founded on a en 
ſs} domeſtical, and perſonal reformggion ? [I can 5,;,. 
at dur briefly couch atxtheſe things z onely.co mind. _£4þor, F 
2-K you of them, 'and to referr you to thoſe that have Chriſtian © 
ref] purpolely, and fully created of Family-Govern= rn | 
. uildedby ' ' 
e, | ment, or reformation, | God. i 
cf} - 2. Parents, Methinks, I ſhould need no c- * % 
nef ther Argument heres to proyoke you to your +," 
at duty, than the nearneſs, and dearneſs of ſuch a | 
hf Relation,” If avy provide not for his own, and 
n,| eſpecially for thaſe of hu own houſe ; | and mnch 
nf more then for his own childrens] he hath de- 
$! ned rhe faith, and 1s worſe than aw Infpdel, i 
ref 2 Fim.5. 8; Doth the Apoſtle ſpeak only of 
temporal Proyiſfions here > Nay, were it ſo, yet ; 
gl doubtleſs, by the. ſame Argument, . & virtate 
( +. 46> magorhe, 
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ded ; baving .alwayes due reſpe& unto our $4. 
viour's command, Math, 6.33. But ſeek ye 
firſt the Kingdom of God, and his righteouſ >, a 
Some there are, even among Chriftians, chat 
are worſe, not only than Infidels, bur the very 
bruce beaſts, that regard neither the Bodies, 
or. Souls of their own children,  Buc I ſhall ſay 
nothing to ſuch.: ; thg'very light, and principles 
of Nacure, do ſufficiently condemn chem. The 
greater ſort of Parents think, they have done 
cagfph, nay, very wiſely and commendably, 
if, through their Care, Ffugality, Labour, or 
Wits, they have brought them up to ſome cal- 
ling, or competent Eltate, that they may live 
1n faſhion amongſt men, Nay, ſtrange is the 


Ambition of ſome Parents, that care not what, 


become of themſelves, bodies or. ſouls ;- ſo that 
they may, by. any means,  adyance their chile 


_ dren aboyc the rank of theix Predcceſſours3 
Shar will bechink no pains, no. ſweat, no tra- 


wel, no diſgraces, nor repulſes, for the pfomo- 
tion of their ambitious aims. Might I take 


-*>Cuch, Parents: alide; and ask them ſeriouſly, 


What they mean, 'to heap up, with ſo much la- 
bour and diligence, the heayy curſes, and ven- 
geance of God on their poor children ? to ha 
Mil/-ſtones abour their Necks, and ſo to ſer 
them afloat in aJeakipg Veſſel > xo damn their 
own, Souls, that, they' may becray thoſe, they 
pretend ſo dearly to love 1 Oh, Sirs{ methinks 
your hearts ſhould bleed wichin youg to think 
what 4 prepoſterous courſe you arc taking,:to 
CONw 
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rf  thencell me, whether che Souls of, your children 

* | 'be not of as greata value, and require as much 

> Y. of your cage, as their Bodies, I cannot ſtand | 

: here, on che Inftitucions of Family-Diſciplihe ; 

I am, at preſent, bur your brief Remembrane 4. 

| cer, though in a ſomewhat lax, and digreſſive 

» | way, Oh, my brethren } Are childrenya blefe "M 
; fing to you? take heed ye be hot a curſe to - 4, 
them, What pains and careghaye you taken» *:— 


"| roinftnit them: in the knowledge and fear of 
God > Witch what wreftlings, and tears, are you * ' 5 
| won to goto Gad for them With whar gens 54, 
» | rlcneſs and impartiality, haye you" adminiftred ; 4 
- | duc; and ſcaſonable correftion } Have you be- 
otten' Slaves for the Devil, Limbs of Satan? 
| nd ſhall they be brought up in the ſame caſe 
' | they were brought forth ? Oh, remember 1 you 
' & are but Scewards of theſe Mercies, and muſt 
| ſhortly give up. your account of them, They 
{| * are God's Proprictic, and the Sonls that he 
| hath made, wa” ITS 

4.6 p 3. Hitte 


, PR CE .»* 


FI SES of . g . 
© SE I "Gs " . Fx Ie - $ > 5 4 ants F 
— 4 43; Ye + D 14.4 BY > MOONS 22S OS”; 5x VF 4 . 4 £4 
T7 © YC RP tas < 4+ biloeins  o ns y LR ey LE *, Js 
+ vx £F S OTLOLS'S -Þ Mb hb ES 7 dere, hh. hl Fc - * 
G RX a - 2 + 6-0 : wy 
4. * Fo WAS 6 OH $ 5 If 5 
bs, - c > w- 
A 
5 


XP E Soy F 


tbands, The. Apoſtle fomms up, the. 
uty toward the Wife, in this one 


ſelf, ver. 2/8, Here' are two things to be 
conſid:red ; The Obje&'; and the Nature of 
this Love. 

1. The Obje8, This ſhould be no Accident, 
'nor Adjin'; bur the very Perſon of the Wife; 
E - Portion, Parts, and Beaucy, afe indeed lovely 
"8 accompliſhments; bur yerare fading, and ime 
| _ -permanent ; «nd therefore, - nor the adequate 

*ObjeRs of the Husbands affeions, Hence it" 

1s, that ſome 'men love their Wivgg, as-their 

| Merchandiſe, for their Portions (ake : Some, 
+ as their Slaves, for their Stewardſhip, Care, or 

*Service=ſake : Ochers, as their Harlots, for their 

- "Beaury,and Luſts ſake, Theſe axe the horrible 
Woe 4 buſes of ſuch' a Relation, He that loves his 
bes "Wife, as he ought, hath his Love'grounded on 

* her Pcrſon,' and loves her. as nis. Wifes ab- 
tra from- qll other Conſiderations, which 
Loye alone is like to hold, as4ong as the Re- 

lation holds. ; | 

© $, The'Nature of this Love, Love is both 
an Active, and Paſhve affetion. Here I 
might (hew you, what Love hath to dp, and 

-P what to bear in chis caſe, But, ybecatiſe ig ſeems 

> ſomewar alien from wy preſenc-purpoſe, I ſhall 
> ' only mention it, and (o proceed. 

1- What this Conjugal Levewill do, in the - 
behalf of the Wjke, We muſt know, that the 
T Oby 


, 
. 


f 


% Cr AS 

- - 
M3 4 ee Das ad 
" Ws © o by CI.FSE 


| 0bje@'of this Love hath a double:reſpe,or 
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| according as her neceſſity , -or degree, Fe» diffiuſrone 


who ſThovid be able ro'inſitruct ber. - hat know. 


. 'Husband : and what hnoweſt thou,O man, Who 
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confideration ; both:the Body, and the Souls uhe 
Outer, and the Inner man, ' , .: _s 
- x. The outer Man, Love is a beneyolous, and 
diffuſive affection, "1 

Pr, It bRows its ſelf on its ObjeR, and 


* 


”—_ 


tnites 'irs ſelf with it. - And they two ſhall be 


one Fleſh, , | * +, "x 
2. It delights to live with ics ObjeQ, Yermus Y 


amor maxime deleftatur preſentis azpati, Perc. i 
quaſi ernciatur ejuſdem abſentid,; T rne love +} A 
greatly delights "Tn; the preſence. of 31s beloved, * *. 
and « even crucifid by 'its abſence, | "= 
3, True love will provide for the Wife, ,,,,. of 


I 
\, © 


Ires, | | | ſui bens. 
7: 2, The Inner man. This is the ' ſpecial 
Caie, and Charge'of a Chriſtian Hnband.' 
He' is therefore called the Head of the Wife, 4 
Eph''5. 23, Andſherequired 20 ak, and to. +». 
letrn of her Hutband, at home," Core 14.3% > ® 


x thou, O wife, 'mhether thou ſhalt' ſave thy 


thtr thou ſhalt ſave thy wife, 1 Cor. 7.16. + "ll 

2, What, Love will bear with toward: the ' * 2 
Wife; ; + r+| 4 * 4 
2, With-all the Ycformities, and decaies. of 
Nature. "WO | fins 

2; With all humane Infirmities, Paſſions, 
Weakneſſes, or unkindneſſe*, r Pet. 3:7. Gi 
ving henonr anto the wife, as unto the Welker 
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4. Wives, 


cept, Befides, Sc, Peter pleads preſcription toog 
1 Pet, 3.5, After this manner, inthe oldts 


ed themſelves, bring in ſubjeftion unto thei 
own hacbands, Even'as Sara obeyed Abraham, 
calling him Lord. *T isthe excellency of a Chri. 

. _ Nan, cocknow the duties of his Relation, God 
| , hath made the Husband the head of the Wite, 
in allthings;" under Chriſt; And certainly, for 
a Wife to diſobey her Husband, in thipgs laws 
ful, or indiffexent, is manifeſtly to rebell againſt 
her Maker- Hekngpxia, in Tys dneghins pymg* 
Obedrexce, is the Mother of Felicity, If you 
would live happily, live: obediently. Though 

he God hath, in his Providence, joyned thee with 
#-A a Croſs Diſpofition, yet that will not diſcharge 
Davin. za thee of chydury; 2d difficcine, 0d laudebis 

” Co lizes 3' T be ore d ffoute, the more pratſe-wore 
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his Church, muſt be obeyed; whateyer become of 
the Wills, or 'Laws of -man';t Bur, rake heed, 
you make. not a pretence of Duty, a cloalripf 
wickedneſsand diſobedience. 

3  Ch:ldres, Their Doty likewiſe , is, ta 
Kt obey their Parents, | #ph. 6.1; 2. bur. here 
we find their duty limited. Obey, inthe Lord, 
Obey themm,' as' you may obey God tooy Chil= 
dren have a double Parencage ; a Father yn 
Hel ven, atleaſt, by Creation, as Well as'a Fae 
ther on Earth, Now, i in _ Relations whatſoee 


-Y We 04 


the boly women alſo, who truſted if God, wy 


thy, "Tis true, the great Lord and Husband''of - 


'4, Wives, The Ns nk dh wcons } 
tradiftin&t unto that of the: Husbands, is, #0/oþep, 
Eph, 5. 22. Col. 3.18. Here's che plain Pre» 
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| when one muſt neceſſarily be diſobeyed, - we 


make no donbr. But che InſtruRion' of chit. 
dren, at leaſty in their minoriry, being the boi. 
den, and domeſtick' duty, and care of the Pa» 
rents,and m—_ of the Mother, as might ap< 
ear by 1 Tin. 5.10, 2 Tim, 1.5. Prov. 31.1, 
ſhall not undertake it here, bur commir it unto 

© choſe, whoſe more proper, and peculiar work it 
4s. Though I doubt not, bur that the obedience 
and duty; here required of children, to- their 
Parents, expires not with-their minority ; The 
Relation neyer dies,” while the Correlates live 3 


| The child is a child, as long as he hath a Pas 


rents and theduries of his Relation, though, as 
to Circumſtances, may be varied yer as to theit 
obligation, are nor at all remitted, or dimig 
niſhed. Bae 

6. Servants. Their duty alſo, is, Obedience, 
ard faithfulneſs ; not with eye-ſervice, but un 
fg leneſs of heart, (toc. cit.) Remember, Hows 
t\ er you may deal with your Maſters on earch, 
you haye a Maſter in Heaven, whoſe eye is ale 
way npon .you, and- obſeryes your going our, 
and your coming in, and hath a Hell, or a Hca« 
ven, to pay your wages with, Oh cake heed 
of thoſe fins eſpecially, that are moſt incideng 
anto ſervants, and allthofe proyocations and 
mticements of evil Company, which are like 
to begety or foment, corrupt Principles. in you, 
How hard a matrer- is it, to find an @refimas 
Wicked Company; is ordinarily one of the 
grexteſt Crarethi ſeryancs are caught in, 7 
NT en, 
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'T, 10. &c,. Bad fervafits become bad maſters, | 
and fo ſin'and miſery-run in a ſuccelſive, and Þ| | 
heeedirary line, Thos I have finithed the firſt 

Queſtion, How have you improv*d your Ta» Þ.$ 
leats? We . Y« 
*,' 2. How have you kept your Watch> How ft 
importunately doth Coriſt preſs this duty > 1 
Aar. 13. 33. Toke ye breed, watch, andpray, Yd 
for ye know not when the timers, And, Watch | v 
” therefore, for ye know not when the Maſter | v 
of © the houſe cometh, ver. 35. And, what I a 
Jay unto you,"l. ſay nnto all, Watch, ver. 37. Y1 


watch ye, ſtand faft in the faith, quit you like Ib 
men, be ftrong, 1 Cor.16.13, Behold, I come Fit 
« 4 thief, bleſſed is be that watcheth, Rey, 
16.15. Chriſtians / God hath ſer you onthe 
Guard, ; you are his Watchmen. Now there are 
theſe four chings eſpecially requilite in a good 
Watchman, . | 


.13.. A Watchman muſt be a man of Cena 
and Judgment z- able to diſcern , berween go 
and evil, Fricnds and Enemies, He muſt 
know the bounds, and extent.of his Commiſſion, 
Watching, - 1s the - work of che-1eycy therefore, + 
ſurely, blind men cannever be good Watchmen, 
Tis true, there are a generation, whom the 
world applauds, for wiſe, underſtanding, .know- 
ing men ; and theſe are Watchmen wo. Bur 
David tells. us what it, is they watch for z Pſal. 
4. 6. .wh2 will ſhew us any good ? and the next 
yerſe ſpecifics, what good ic«.is chey watch forg 
eycn the enereaſe of their corn and wine. And | 
h Chiift 
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Fo — _, "Thevoiceof the Rod, 209" 
'F Chriſt himſelf cells us, wherero ſuch wiſdom 
| comes. at laſt, Luk. Iz, 20. T hou fool, this night 
 hall'thy ſosl be required of thee. +4 
'Y -- Others there are, that are wiſe, and watch- 3 
JE ful coo ; bur it is ro do evil 5 That lie jn wait t0 Eph. 4.14 
decerve.. Ochers, that are wiſe in;their Generas 
tionsz bur are ſuch as David complains'of, Pſal. 
119.95. The wicked have waited for pe, to 
AY deſtroy me, Of this ſort were they that mee - 
} wich the Spouſes Cant. 5, 7, That watch to 
wound and to fmite ; hoſe feet run to evil, 
Yard make baſte to ſhed innocent blood, Iſa. 59.7. 
Y Theſe, as wiſe as they are, are none of God's, 
\ Ybuc the Devil's Watchmen, Hz:re is not only 
' Ythe Serpents Craft, bur his Nature, his Venom, 
Jand his Curſe too, Bur, 1 ſhall cell' you, 
through Gods aſſiſtance, more fully; in whar 
Efollows, wherein che work, and wiſdom of your 
EIChritian watch lies. Only, ih general, knows 
by che way; that your wiſdom conſiſts. in the 
EC hboice, of your work, and in the management 
of your Choice, And it is a ſupernacaral wiſ- 
{dom a ſelf-denying, fleſb=diſplealing wiſdom ; 
Dt is.a imple, inhocept, and, in a word, a hea- 
yenly wiſdom; which & firſt pure, then peace= 
ble,gentlegand eafie ro be entreated, full of mer® 
and goodfrmits, without partiality, and with= . 
wt hypocrijie. Jam, 3, 17. Wet WY 
2. VVatchmen_ muſt be men of Conrage. 
\las, Chriſtians ! you know ngt what you may 


t Feet with on, your watch 5 nor how you may be 
x Wit co it, M:a are not ſer to watch, bur 1 « 
| dangerous t,mes 5 See thenythat jo walk, dxes- 
_— Es 4 "": 
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The Feierof the Rod, 
Ee, exattly, or warily, becauſe the dajer ave 
evil; mves:, difficult, dangerous, as well as 
finfol, Eph. 5. 15, VVatchmen muſt be refok} 
ved men. Your wotk is 'of publick  concerneſ, 
- ment, and therefore you muſt 'be men of pub.J; 
lick ſpirits, VVatching is night-work ;' Yatch; 
-14n, what of the might > Iſa. 21. 11. And 
nights are dark, and*cold, and perillous, 'Nowffg 
what are your reſolutions > How are you arm; 
for this Night-work 2 God hath already led; 
you' through the Capar: Vigiliaram, ſome dffly 
the firſt Watches of this ſad night ; with wha 
undarnted zeal haye you ſtood your groundfa; 
againſt all oppoſers, and oppoſitions? wheniſe 
'*trethe Prizes you haye raken? May you not ſayſh 
with the Diſciples, in another caſe ? We haut 
toyled all night, and have canght nothing, Yolf, 
know not how you may be ſer upon, before evehþ 
your morning- hopes yet dawn upon you ; whale 
Storms may ariſe, what Providences may befſp 
tide you ; the darkeſt, and'coldeft time of thipj 
night, is wont to be a little before the brealſhc 
of day'; and Irgreatly doubr, that the hard 
eſt AIP were "ever put upon, is yct. be 
hind, © os. apes, | 
” 3. Watchmen muſt be men” of "Care an 
Vigitance. lc is not for you' co ſleep in ſuch Inj 
ſeaſon as this is. I am'nor ſpeaking now, of thalfar 
natural teſt, which the 'weakneſfles, and infirlna! 
mities'of Nature call for; bur of that ſecurſthe 
Nuggith frame of ſpirit,which ſo blunts che edgdſo r 
and berimbs the operations of Grace, in thilſha 
heaft,and life of a Chriſtian, : The' Ark , anil 
22h Ifr at (ts 
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” The worce of the Rod. 

A lſratt; and Judah, abide in tents, ſayes Oriah, 
ul my Lord: 7oab, and the ſervants of my Lord, 
bf arc eucamped in the open fields; ſhall I then go 
Nl wnto mine houſe, to eat, and todrink, &c, As 
bl thor 1iveFt, & as thy ſoul lIrveth, 1 will not do 
Bl this thing, 2 Sam,11.11., The Ark andiſ- 
df yeel, abide, this day, zu texts, What ! can we 
»MEnot watch one hour ?, Be ſober, be vigilant, bea 
"cauſe your Adverſary the Devil, as a roaring 
el Lyon, goerh about, ſecking whom he-may de-= 

vour, 2 Pet. 5.8. Oh! remember, while you 
Bare {leeping, he is waking, and wicked men 
\WBare waking; He deviſeth miſchief ou his bed, 
rfPſal. 36.4. While you fit idle, they are hard 
2)at work, Nay, your Captain himſelf is on the 

Warch wich you, 2y Lord Joab; your Lord 
( oleſwes, 15 encampediin the open fields: and, He 
Ve hat keepeth iſrael ſhall neither ſlumber, nor 
halfcep, Pſa! 121, 4. O, my brethren : take heed 
vefof this drowſie, careleſs, indifferent frame of 
nEpiricz you know not how dear 1t may coſt 
ealooi, *'T was while. ze» flepts that the enemy 
rdifawed bis tares, CMatth, 13. 25. and while 
bethe Y ir g 515 5lept,, the Fo__ came, Matth. 

25. $. How many thouſands are there now in 
nGHell, whom all the Calls of Mercy, nor the pro=- 

h Fniſcs, or chreatnings of the Word, nor all che 

therly Rroaks of a chaſtifing Rod, could keep 
fifmaking z buc were as inſcnfiole, as the earth 
ureBhey-trod on 1 yet now cheir ſenſes are come 
oe - hy and they feel, and know that, which 
Wall k-ep them waking, and weeping too, to 
angll eternity 1 - | 
ay P 2 4, Watch- 


”—_ 


The worce #9 the 3: oh "Mi 

4. Watchmen muſt be men of Credit, ahi 
faithful in their truſt, The duty of a Chuitianſ 
15 not bare work, -but a truſt ; which is not dif: 
charged by aQion only, bur by faithfulneſs an 
integrity. An unfaichful Watchman, is -thi 
moſt dangerovs Enemy-; no thief, like the do : 
meſtick thief : oh, Sirs 1 Are you i ſenſible wha 
2 charge lies on your hands > You have hea 
ſomething of it already, what Talents' Gg 
* hath laid up with you ; and, how dare you' þ 
unfaithful } God hath advcntur'd his Glory, 
Goſpel, his Ordinances, his Sabbarhs, nay, | 
very Life, as it'were, in your hands; you 
his choſen men, his Life-Guard, his Milita 
Church ; and Will you, dare you, through ut n 
faichfulneſs, betray your Lord, into che han” 
of thoſe that ſhall crucifie him afreſh, and'p 
him toan open ſhame? Let me farther prope 
theſe two Queſtions, for the trial of your fait 
" fulneſs. 

1, Have you laid out your utmoſt for. God , 
The utmoſt of your Time,and the utmoſt of ye ho 
Care and Strength > Hive you made the moſtF; 
all that you are, "and have, for God? 'Haye all 
redeem'd as many Mours, as many of .yi 
Thoughts, as many Pence, for God, and Chriff 
as ooflibly you could have: done ? oh x where 
Conſcience now ? how can it anſwer for 
ſelves ? Lok back on all the Mercics you- 
reccived, and all the time you' have enjoje 
Is there nothing co upbraid your unfaithfuln 
here? Is 'God your-record, whom ye ſerve! \T 
the ſpirit ; that, for your lives, you could h 
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My care > thy miſtruſting . of God, and murmu 
Jring at his Providence > what meansall this coft 


if 
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b* . - » | Thevotof the Red.” 
Jjon& no*more for him, than you have done > 
why, then ! what means thy immoderate world. 


Jthou haſt beſtowed, to feed thy Pride and Am. 
Fbicion 2 or thy over=-curious, or over-greedy 
Palate e Remember ! in ſuch a Garment, in ſuch 
Þ Buildings in ſuch a Banquet, in ſuch a Re- 
creation, in ſuch a Company, in ſuch a Buſineſs, 


omeching might well have been ſpar'd for 
hriſt, Wanat mean thy worldly thoughts, 
nd thy worldly diſcourſe, on the Lords own 


Way ; whereof, not one minute is thine own > 


ind, is this plain dealing with God? ls this thy 
aithfulneſs to thy friend ? oh, be convinc't,and 


S$0am*d before God ! 


'2, Haye you been 1mpartial in your obedi. 
ce? Han't you Jearn't of Saxl, to reſerve 
ome of the chief of the things, which (ſhould 


_ nave -been utterly deſtroyed > May not God 
Tome, and pull an Agag out of your Cloſets? 


ome delicate, choiſe Luſt, which you are loath 


Rolay v olent hands on ? Haye you never ſerved 


z0d with an Amalekitiſh ſacrifice, with un- 
allowed, prophane, and uncircumciſed hearis?, 
Jon'c you find it harder work, to deny your 
elves in ſome things, than in others? Are not 


Fome duries more difficulc, and irkſome to the 


n lience, 


6 


'l 


leſh, chan others > Watch your ſelves then, 
pecially, in theſe things, and you may quick 
find much of che - partiality of your obe- 


- Thas I have labour'd, chough. xeakly, to ſex 
| -3 : you 


The Voice of the Rod, Mp 
you on your Guard ; and hive - gh... 
' Bill imto your hands, Now ler me tell youy whay 
you are to watch for, and what to watch againſt, 
__ why. 
 Whar you arc to neck for ; and notf: 
os to let paſs, but to defend, and contend 

for ; in gcn-ral, 
r. Gods Glory. Whatſoever is properly, and 
dire&ly fer the Glory of God, you are bound. 
to d:fend with your L'yes. Neither is this a 
but you are to watch, apprehend, and 1mprowt 
a]l adyantages, and opportunities, in ordet 
hexcunto : to ſet every wheel you can o_ 
going this way, This is ghe great Road, { 
Kinos high way, which you ſhould wrn eyeryſj ! 
wandring Paſſenger into. All your thought | 
\ 


aims, and defions, your Families, and wharte 
ver elſe lies within your bounds and limits 
ſhould be 311 travelling this way z for this on 
leads homewards : which brings me to hy 
next, 

2, Your own Salvation, Chriſtians, ye 
watch for your Lives, nay, for your Souls; a 
what haye you dearer than theſe? Sirs 1 me 
' thinks this ſhould Rartle you, to conſider, th 
here you ſtand: with your lives in your hands 
oh! that I ceuld bur convince you, how deſpeſ} *9 
rately you hazzrd your ſouls, and peace, a 


comforts, 'by every neglect of your Watch} CC 
Tf you could but ſee, what black Troops of army 
ed Enemies, have beſer you round, and ever} 
one ftriying co ſtrike you firſt ; nd the te 1: 

c 


pale to fxike you dead, Bat, alas | we are 
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£F the dark, and *cis lictle we ſee, more than we 
a} feel, and little we feel of what we ſuffer, What 
(hall I ſay or how (hall I beſpeak you? Fox 
your live's ſake, for your ſaul's ſake, for Chriſt's 
ANake, ſtand cloſer to your Watch. Oh ! how. 
thick are your enemics ppon you ? ſee how your 
blood is running at your Feet,! Every :dle word 
wounds you, every ſinful, v4;z» thought, draws 
| blood from you. - How grievouſly was Dawid 
wounded, but wich the glance, of his eye? How 
well ſadly did Noah and Lot ſuffer by a cup of 
lee} Wine? and Peter by. a carnal fear, or hope ta 
eſcape the Inqueſt ? oh } che (tabbs and wounds, 
| that every day, and hour of our heedleſs VVatch, 
rj} is attended with 1 IF your ſouls be worth any 
5h thing with you; if Heayen, and Erernal Life, 
ef} be worth any thing .z take heed co your 
ich VVaich, | | 
all Now, in order to theſe two greac Ends,. you 
ch muſt watch; a - 
i. For the Word of God, Bleſſed ts the 
roll 994 that heareth me, watching daily at my 
nil £4tes ; waiting at the poſts of my doors, Proy, 
nll $. 34. 1 was glad when they ſaid unto me, Let 
hill %% go znto the houſe of the Lord, Pſal, 1251, x. 
3s Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write un- 
ſpell 29 your, of the common ſalvation; It was need- 
2nd fl for we, ſayes Sc. Jude, and, would ro God, I 
-h could nor juſtly ſay, it 15 far, more needful for 
"mil mie, to write wnto you, aud iexhort you, that ye 
ent ſhould earneftly contend for the faub, which 
all 2945 once delivered unto the Saints, Jude v.. 3. 
- iff Search the Scriptures. Know your Dutte + 
18 P a | ' ot - 
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obſerveyour Teftera, your VVatch-word. Her 
is your -Armourie, which is able to make the. 
man of God perfeft, aud throughly furniſht 
anto"all good works, 2 Tim, 3. 17- ” Theſe are 
che weapons, which Chriſt, our Captain, hath 
already tried againſt the great Goliah of our 
Enemies, Matth, 4. 44 T1 IO. Three-rimes in 
one chapter, he foils him with a' T/yogaTays 1t 
4 # written, Lt this be the Beacon then, that 
En you watch ar; even ar the Shepheards tents 
| whither you may retreat, and be ſafe, Beyon 
theſe bounds, you have no warrant; if you 
wander hence, and miſcarry, ( as ſome have 
done; making ſhipwrack of Faith and a good 
Conſcience ; others, of their Pcace and , come 
forts } thank your ſelves, 

3, Watch for the Spirit of God ; 1s the poox 
Cripples, at the pool of Betheſda, Job, 5. 3+ 
but e(pecially, ' 

I, VVatch for the teachings of the Spirit, 
'Fhis will teach yor'y after anorher manner than 
we can do, VVe can bur teach the ear, this che 
"Pp heart : we baptize with water, ( as Fohn ſaics 
E of himſelf) bat th with Fire, Alas: ours are. 
42 buc the Piftures, 'and dark Emblems of Comeſ | 
Ss _ fort; bur theſe are Comforts indeed, The will 

| of God is never' like ' to proſper in you} | 
until this VVork-man' take the Tools nfl. 
hand. Hz knows how tor break hard hearts, 
ind' to open blind eyes, and to prevail wi:hfſ 
fubborn wills, and to teach bis prople toff « 
rift, | 
i 2, þ for wie quickwmnge of che Spirit, ; 
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| Prepare the Tinder of Conſcience, to catch at . 


every Spark that ſhall leap upon ir. VVhar 
ſay you, Brethren 2 where are your hearts now ? 
are you dealing with dead letters, or dead 
words ? is there no life, nor ſpirit in them ? 
ot is God now ſtriking the Sree/ of his YYord, 
on the Flint of your hearts, ? and are there no- 
ſparks then glancing ouc on your affeQtions ? 
Now catch for your lives, and take fire from 
hence,. Snatch a Coal from theſe Altars, and 

kindle a fire, that may keep you warm, all this 

night of your watch. Sure, if you fic a cold, 
you may blame your ſelyes ; God hath allowe@ 

you fire, and fucl enough : All the ſweet Cedars 
of his Promiſes, nay, all che precious Oyls of 
his Graces, Faich, Hope, Patience, Love, &c, 
are free for your daily ſe, O take heed then, 
Quench not the Spirit, This may be the day, 

and hour, for ought you know, of the richeſt 

Grace and Mercy, that ever you were acquaint- 
ed with, in your lives; the loſs of theſe offers 
and motions, may be che loſs of all, If now you 
let our your fire, who knows whether eyer you 


may get it to be kindled more, till it be Kindled 


for you in Hell, 

3, Watch for all Opportunities of doing,or re= 
ceiving good, As we bave therefore opportwnt= 
ty, let us do good unto all men, eſpecially unto 


. them who are of the houſhold of Faith, Gal. 


6.10, We are apt to wait opportunities of re- 
ceiving, but not ſo forward co catch ar all oc 


caſfions of doing good, The man of God muſt 
be throughly furniſhed unto all good works; 
nget 


+ © not only to works of Pietic, but to works. of 
Charicie too. Your light ſhould not ſhine in- 
ward onely, bur outward alſo ; not only before 
God, but-before Men, To de good, and commus 
nicate, forget not ; for with ſuch ſacrifices God 
& well-pleaſed, Heb. 13. 16, Communicate, 
not only of your Purſes, ('thongh the preſenc 
exigencics, and ſtraits of the diſtreſſed Saints 
plead with you allo in this behalf } but of your 
Graces ; not tothe bodies only, but to the ſouls 
of your brethren. A good man is 9s 432050, 
a common good. Ah, my brethren! are you 
lying in wait to do good? Are you glad of 
opportunities, to help, and aſſiſt the weak ? to 
reduce the ſtrayers ? to admoniſh the ſtubborn 2? 
to inſtruRt the ſimple? co awaken the idle > to 
bind up the broken 7 ang to relieve the poor of 
Chrift*s lictle' Flock.? Are you glad of every 
ſpare hour, that may be borrowed from your 
neceſſities, thac you may run to your Psſgah, 
and thence, as it were, leap into the Arms and 
Boſom of .your beloved Saviour, that you may 
ream your hearts with him, and fill your empty 
botcles there > oh! how little are Opportunities 
prized, or improved by us } f 

Thus you have-heard the ſumm of what 
you are to watch for; In che next place, I 
(hall hew you what you are to watch a- 
oainſt, Ag 
” x. Be ſure, ſet a frog and faithful match a- 
gainſt ſin, Theſe are the Gates of your Enc« 
mies ; that wide Sally-port, that broad way, |. 
whexcin.the children of datkneſs are wolking. 4 
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O take heed + Ser not your foot here. Have no 
fellowſhip with the unfruitfal works of dark- 
neſs ; but rather reprove them, Eph. 5. tt. 
Theſe are dangerous C/rves ; one wiltul ſtep 
here; may colt you the breaking of your necks g 
or 'the breaking of your peace as long as you 
live, This Road lies beyond the Line of the 
Covenanc 3 beware how you adyenture this 
way, And for your wiſer management of this 
Watch ; 
x, Watch againſt fin, in the Fountais of it, 
Cruſh che Cacarrece in the thell, A full grown 
\ Luſt is noc ſo eafily maſter*d, Tf you intend ro 
keep the gardens of your hearts clean, weed 
them betime, Sin is a Weed that will grow 
apace, both branch and root; and when once 
tis ſettled in yon, it may find you work as long 
as you live, to tugg at if, This 1s the marter, 
Chriſtians, that God is even forc't to ſend in 
his Plough upon you, and to lay you to fallow, 
that he may wither the roots of old fins, Old 
| finsare one high degree of incurable fins, Have 
you nb experiences of this nature >} Have you 
never been wreſtling with ſtrong, and ſturdy 
Luſts 2 Haye you never ſeem*d to haye plucke 
them up by the roots ? and been ready to rejoice 
in your Optata arerd, defired, and glorious Vie 
Rory ? Bur, alas ! What hath the nexc you 
produced 2 Han't the ſame weeds appeare 
again, which you thought you had been for 
ever rid of > Whar's the reaſon think you? 
. Were not part of the roots left behind, which, 
« whik the pipping Winter/ of ſome AfﬀiRtion, 
or 
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or Conviction, laſted, you hop*t had been dy- 
ing, riever to revive more z- but yet were all ; 
While but ftrengthening themſelves at the root, 
preparing for another Spring > O. what fad 
Work do we make our ſelves, for lack of a 
more faichful watch again(t the firſt appearances 
of evil ! | 
2. Watch againſt the As of fin, Sin in 
the heart, grieves the Spirit, but fin in the a& 
dithonows th Profeſſion, «A fool ( ſaies So- 
lomos) layeth open his folly. Take heed of 
playing che. fools in Religion, Remember your 
Conycrſations are of high conſequence ; The 
honour of the evzrlaſting God, and the Crown 
and Kingdom of our Lord and Sayjour, are 
Intereſſed in ir, The-eyes of Men jand Devils 
are upon you, to watch, and to catch all adyan= 
tages, to reproach, and blaſpheme the name of 
God, on your account, Nay, let me tell you, 
thecycs of God and Angels are upon you too, 
watching you into every corner, into your clo. 
ſets, and into your callings, in your lying 
down, and in yourrifing up ; 1n your beds, and 
in your fields ; Every word, and every motion, 
nay, every thought and inclination, the ve- 
ry Embryo of our confuſed Imaginations are 
meg muouine, opened, ( or anatomized ) unto the 
eyes of him with whom we have to do, | Heb, 
4. 13. Oh, with what watchful prudence 
Gould Chriſtians carry themſelyes 1n all places, 
and in all relatidns } Set a Porter at the doors 
of your lips ; make a covenant with your eyes ; 
enter into interchang'd Indentures wich your 
D heartsz 
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The voice of the Rod. 
hedres z fetter up your wanton; wandring, 
ſelf-law'd wills and affeRions:; ſwear every fa- 
culty, eyety member, and limb, in faithful Alles 
Siance unto God, and Chriſt; and ſolemnly 
abjure all other Covenants, or Complyances. 
If you will walk aright, you muſt walk by line, 
-and by Rule, Toar fins, my brethren, are like 
the ſons of Anakamongt your enemies z Every 
cff:nce of yours, is another Gyant, preſt for 
the Devils ſervice, again(t God, and-your own 
Souls; Theſe are the Gol:ab's, they triupph 
'and. yaunt themſelves in, - ©, Jet it not be told 
#n Gath, nor publiſhed in. the ſtreets of A. 
shalon } © | 

3. Watch againſt the Temptations to fin, 
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempta= 
410, Matth, 26. 41, Nay, is it not your daily 
 +prayer? Lead 34 not into temptation, oh | let 
1t be your dajly watch too. Ay ſon, if Sinners 
wntice thee, conſent thou not, Prov. n, 10. We 
live in an enticing world, and in enticing 
times: eyery danger is enticing us , our hopes, 
; Fears, and ſtraits, are enticing us ; the ſnares 
of Hell are ſer for us, on eyery fide, (nares with= 
out, and ſnares within us temptations of, all 
Kinds, and 6z:s, The Devil hath ſpread his nets 
- forevery conſtitution, for every ſenſe, nay for 
"grace, and in every eltate, and in every dutie, 
If you are full ; Pride, or worldlineſs, or ſenſu- 
ality, is his ſnare: if you are empty; Murmu- 
ring, impatience, diſcontent, immoderate care, 
. orany unlawful courſe, is his ſnare, He hath a 
trap forevery affeRion. If you are angry, re- 
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| The voice of the Rod. 
' venge is his ſnare ; if you are merry, exceſs is 
his ſnare, Fain would I warn you of every 
Rock , and of every Shoal that might endanger 


you ; of every falte Star, and wandring light, 


that might poflibly ſeduce you : /of every Bs- 
vim, Creek, and turning, in your way, But 
the burden is too heavy for me t every da 


brings in new experiences z as *Chriſt ſajes of 


the Father, and of himſelf, Foh.'5. 17. The 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work : every 
day producing new mercies and providences's 
ſo may weſay, TheDeyil worketh hitherto, and 
his children work ; every hour.is in travel with 
new temptations, And you hath he quickued, 
who were dead 1n trefpaſſes and ſins, wherein 
time pak ye walked, according to the courſe of 
this world, according to the Prince of the Powe 
er 'of the air, the ſpirit that now worketh in 
the children of diſobedience, Eph. 2. 2, There- 
fore, whar I cannot tell you poſitively, let me 
tell you negatively z Take heed of ſetting one 
foot our of that way, which you know to be the 
righc way z of putting forth your hands unto 
iniquitze : whatſoever hath not the Image, and 
Superſcription of God, and rhe' Seal of his 
Spirit upon ir, Remember 1 Hethar doubteth, 
& damned, if he ent, Rom, 14, 23. Togo with 


out thc light of Conſcience, is next to going, 


againſt irs hehe: rake heed how you like that, 
that is not like Chriſt ; or force' Conſcience 
when it is at a ſtand, Be ſure you ſtep not be- 
you your clear Command, and promiſe of 
Protection, | 
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4; Watch againſt all the 0:ca/ons that may. 


lead you into temptation, Look mot thog on the 
Wine when it us red, when it giveth his colour 
in the cup, Pro. 23+ 31. Hating even the gar= 

*'ment ſpotted by the Fleſh, Jude y. 23, whati« 
_ ever hath the tinCture, or ſhew of {in upon it. 


Abſtain from all appearance of evil, ſaith the. 


Apoſtle, x Theſ, 5. 22, Whatſoever is likely 
to enſnare you, Alas, Chriſtians 1 You know 
not how dearly you may ſmart for that, which 
In its ſelf, you may account tolerable, and in- 
different, If once you- yenture beyond your 
Warrant, you know not whither you may.ram- 
ble, The waics of fin are_dark, and head- 
long-waies, Her houſe ts in the way to Hell, 
going down to the chambers of death, Prov, 
7.27, The way to Hell is down-ſtatrs. Here, 
methinks, I would tell you, of ſeyeral things, 
that may lead you into temptation : but I dare 
not enlarge my Digreflions. Your letting down 
of cloſe communion with God, Your enterpri- 
zing of any buſineſs, ſpiritual, or ſecular, with- 
out asking counſel, or craving alliſtance of God, 
Every ſtep in any way, wherein your ſelyes, or 
others, for your warning, haye been former- 
ly enſnared, &c, Theſe things, with divers 
others, I might hayc more fully dilated ; bug I 
haſten, $5 
2, Set awatch againſs Satan, Learn topay 
him home in his own coin, He hath ſet a ftraix 
watch upon yous a watch to tempt you, and a 
watch to accuſe you. He goes from Dutie to 
Dutic, from corner to corner with you, 'and 
is 
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* | Js almaies at your-right hand, to. watch you ; 
* "0 diſtugb "your thoughts, to quench your affe.. ? n 


& 


7 
I 


tions, and to pick matters of, acuſation. . As Y« 
7Ou write what you hear, ſo. he has his Nore. Ns 
ook too, and writes, How. you hear, and pray, |. 

and ſpend your Sabbatis and Societies - and, q 


"as far as he can gueis; where your hearts, and pi 
# 3 " | , R : . 4 p- , j 
' What your ends are too, Oh? If this Conyi- Ke 


"tion could but take with yous what care ſha 
would ir tegerin you ? Bleſſed be God, that Bw 
though he watch us, yet he can't diſcover us ; 'W# 
or, thouph *he diſcover, yet can't diſcourage "Jv 
us: though we are his Enyie, yet we arcnot Þþ 
his Prey. | ; 2, By C 
3. B: ſure, Set 4 frong watch againſ} Self, Ya) 
Here is thy greateſt Enemie 3 This home-bred Þ#7 


' Trajtour, this betraying Judas, which the grear2 #ve 


er part of the world are like to rue for,' to all W). 
Ecernicie, O, ſer a faithful watch, upon un- Phi. 
faichful 'Se!f 3 Theſe three waics you are in Wie. 
danger here. " Wor 
1, Of Self-application, B:ware of this, "Tis ur 
the common courſe of the world, when any Þ#» 
thing ails them, to run to Self for help. This Þ -: 
3s cheir Egypt they flie unto,, which God will Þou 
one day make his p:ople aſham*'d of. Nay, is 
not God now upon this very defign > what (eſs 
have you now to help your ſelyes with 7 Han'c (uf 
ou tried what Egypt.can do for you > what I 
your own Reaſon, and Wits can do ? Where's Wiec 
the Deliverance that Self hath wrought you? | len 
Where are your Counſels and Contrivances > 2! 
ere you not aſhanyvd of your ſhifts, and weary YM 
Tt PR | @ |” 
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o lgk any; landoth ©, "theſe wile? Ah Ob hw; 
7 is this Idolatry#; How. fain. world chis 
;7roral Jjudge-the weople? How faim: would 
Self fit in Gods throne fi. \ 1h nog ar {7 
2. Off Self- relyance.” This is the Staff of 
that broken Reed, that will deceive you,-and 
pierce\yo8.too:. . Self-dependenice is @ ſac ilegis 
us fin ;1 It. robs God of ther Glory, which” he: 
Ehath ſaid he. will not; give unto anocher:” Ste 
what care God takes: of this, Fadg. 7.2, When 
Yrrnbbacl. was. going forth againſt the Midi. 
Aevites 3. The people that are with thee,” are tie 
ny» for we to giue the Midiantes into their 
hands, leſt iſrael vannt themſelves againſt md, 
| Waning, mine. own hand hath Javed me. (nurſed 
þ the. tyanthat trufteth'in man. And; ſurely, 
ery wan in his beft-flate, us altogether VANS 
y. How. full is the Scriptitre of caucions to 
is: purpoſe! oh | take heed of truſting. co. a 
Wic /. You, never _ reads nor found in: Sctiprurez 
jor Expertence; that Salvation is-of your ſelves; 
Wut .chy \DcfiruRtion is of chy (elf: O-Tſrael, 
hog hat deftroyed thy / elf, Hoſ, t 3.9. 
v0" M Of Self-attributiog. The aſcribing of ho= 
nour, or praiſe, to-ouf| own Prudence or fore- 
aſt; co our Might or Police, to.our Righteouſs 
eſs, Innocence, or Duties, | Therefore. they ſa- 
ifice unto their Net, and burn Incenſe unto 
their ph becauſe by them, only,'as/ they 
recend, their portion is fat, and" their nieat 
lentrons, \ Hab. 1./16.;:1 God aniner your 
Prayers, and hear your cries, think Dory it was 
Jour ur Prayers or cries that didit, RITES prawn 
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FE ; . teouſhels, or inniocencie, that turn'd the "wheel 
Sce \Ezvh.'36.'25; &c; Then will T ſprinki 
rleaw: water upon you, A new heart 'affo, wil 
I give you, And I will put my Spirit withi 
youil And ye ſhall well" inthe land that I gat 
ro your Fathers, \t will alſo ſave you from al 
your. unclrauntſſes, ' and I will multiply th 
- fratt-. of» the tree," But then ,* obſerve «h 
Primum mobile; tiefiefit Mover of all this happ 
change, ver.'32.. Not for your own ſakes, d 
Ikhts, faith 'the Lord;' be' it known wnto yo 
Be ſhamed, and confounted ," for your" ow 
mazes, 0. houſe of Iſ#«el'! Thonghmercies an 
deliverances ſeem'-ſfomerimes 'to 'be \attriburs 
pnto.our righteouſneſs;or duties, as Prov, To, 4h" 
Pſat.25.21. Matth. 21, 22, &c,"yer-it 
to:be underſtood as the" Condition, or Tffiralſs 
ment ;; not the Efficient; or Meritorious caulgh) 
efcir,' Tis the Defign'of the Goſpe), to taki 
us oft from theſe Hinges, - on which" we are i 
naturally aptio turn,” we have this treuſure i 
Fartheuveſſels, that the excellency of thi prot 
er may he of God, ad not of 'us, 4 'Cori\q, 1 
O cake heed 'of maintaining that defivh, thaſf 
God 5s reſolved 'to:vdefttoy'in - you'l * if 'yolJh 
gould'baye:rhe-Controverfie made vp, ' whiec 
is begin," you mbſt not expect, nor 5s ic rexP 
ſon, ther: God ſhould come 'to your terms $" 
but ; you , muſt come up to'his;,” ' Until this re 
bellious, :arheifticaly. deſigning Self,*that *grea(fri 
Acbar,g which hath eroabled the ' Camp," by" 
diſcovered, arraigned,” arid exccured, Joh" calf 
capetnoyſcraed Poacey HCHO LALLYE | 1; 
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"Sts vigilant: Watth wpoir the: world, 

+ Self Is your greateſ} Enemy- within, 1o the 

i hes is Four preateſt' Briemie- without, Yer 
Snow tHs by the way ;*-that the 'World-im 
Mrs Felf; "is: not chic Ehethiie 5 - but a8:it holds 
by fecret * « intelligence ”' with: * that Enemy wich- 
hb. (The: World -<ould?:do you no hurt, did 
nor that? Traitor within open the Gates to-ir; 
if Tis 2 Wedpor ihdeed/that bas coſt! you much 
A blood;/a4nd many a ſad wound ; but chen it hic 
, you on a bare place z it found you- unarm*d, or 
(elſe it ad never-eriter'd?'- The Devil hath us'd 
Mit, and his Souldiers* aye tried its andthe 
off maiti teafon; why ic:hach\provd (o' mortally 
+ Wiceeſsful in their: hands, is, for want'of your 
Chriſtian Pare - ict your'pntting on the whole 
vRArmonr of God. This would ſooh haveturn'd 
phe! edge of ir, and fruſtrated: it's Execution; 
 {{Now*there are cheſe five or fix things in the 
Tu rid; that 1 would _ you take: ſpecial 

peed of, 

t.: Take heed of dhe Pedv's of the world, 

ha ; qt fear of mas bringeth a ſnart, Prov;29.29. 
Why, Chriſtian | Let mie reaſon. it'a little with 
;ehee'then'. Whar is ir thou ſandeſt in ſuch fear 
ow” C the ſnares that thine enemies'/have laid for 
8s * teſt tho (houldft fall inio one of their 
re | ot incurr the diſpleaſure of | thy old 
tichds # Or undo thine heir or farmily * Ts ir 

© Ciown of Thorns'thar terrifies” thee? or 
pkg of thioſe' 'Dogs of che-world at thee { 

nd rake not mine, but: Gott's word 

«# Ian wen with thd fear. Your carnal fear 
DIP QI bridlys 
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The woite.of the Role , _\ 
brings. the-ſnare, and rempts God to give olt 
up: to. that which you ftand..in ſuch fear of, I 
might give you a plain; and natural experiment}. 
to this purpoſe, ; Such, is the weakneſs'of ſome} 
heads, <hac watking:on. avery high, and.; dan« 
gerous Clive; if- they; come bur 10 near, as;40 
look out over, and to, ſee the. danger: ; they are 
{o: ſurpxiz'd with the ſudden fear, that they even, 
dote-on har they ſo-extreamly; dread, and cafty. 
themſelves beadlong, though. their, footing were! 
fure, and: room to eſcape ſufficient, ' Similar 
hereunto; is-rthar-of Chriſt, ar..8..35, #hof © 
foevex:: will: fave bis dife, he that is afraid toff: 
lofe his life, ſpa loſe :u4 3. but, whoſgever ſoa Le 
biſe his lifeg:3; e, though! not | alt ually, yet habrs V 
twally,.,he that is notafraid, but ready to loſe L 
i”,: if; called :thereunto, , ſpall ſaveit, in this rh 


au 


world, or,at leaſt, in another. Now pray-ſit 
down; and: count your gainss ſee. what; a Bar 


gain, Saran, and your unbelieving hearts, are 
trading together for, The Deyil would un th 


dercake ro'teach you 2 nearer,. or a cheapery and”! 
eafier way to Heayenz than ever Chrift ap 
pointed | and, if you,wyll, you may :belieyſ*2, 
h:m-. Bur when you-are caught in the facalſe#* 
ſnares 'of -your own carnal fears, and ſhifts; life 
they fit down, and thank - your ſelyes 2. an yol 
remember, who once. was ſent, on purpoſe, t4..- 
warn you of it, And let Conſcience then, ( of**) 
racher now, that it mey not then ) ſadly come?” 
ment: on Rev.21, 8. Butithe fearful, ; aud ul" 
believing, aud the abowmninable, and murthir”* 
ers, \and- whoremongers,' and ſorcerers , ani 

hs | p Idelater; 


ARTS "The Voice of the Red. EOS, TIO 
I 1dolatirs” aud all Lyers ſhall 'have' their part » 
JB 3n che lake which burnzth with fire'and brims- 
I fore; which i the ſe-ond death; Hitc's x woe 
FF ful Portion, my Brechren,' and wofull'Partners, 
TO, take heed of the fears of the world ! Remem. 
bet } Such as your' fears' are, ſuch "are your 
hopes ; if your 'fears are che'fears of theworld, 
your hopzs are the nopes of the world : your 
Rf God the god of the world; and your Portion 
Blike-to be Portion'of the'world'; ©, let'ir”ap- 
pear” thac chere is that in your Religion, that 
a can make weight againft'all thac Earth or Hell 
fan, find to lay in'againſt iti Shoxld'ſuch a 
man as 1 flee > Et Turnums fugitntemhec terra Nehems. 6 
Yuidebit > Shall, a Chriſtian twrn his bath O x1, © 
G Lord , what ſhall 1 ſay when Iſrael'tzirueth 
\lltberr backs before their Enemics | This baſe Tohn,7.v. 
carnal fear is the, D:vils' great Engia': the 
eflpha and Omega of all his external remp. 
relffations : if once he' can faſten theſe fears upon 
thee, he hath fitted thee for any thing : Whar 
vill nota man, do that is overcome with his 
ear.) Peter never began to fink till'he began 
vio fear, 'We are never overcometill weflee 3; 
: we neyer flec till we fear, *Tis not the loſs of / 
Wife, * bac. th Loſs of faith: that is thy undoing 
Web eee: He 
F . Take heed of 'the Flgteries of the World, 
ie Devill will promiſe thee tair, thar he may 
Feain a Profelyte, All theſe things will. I give 
he, (ayes he to Chriſt, if thou wilt fall down 
end. worſhip me,” Matth. 4, 9. But alas, his 
MWPromiſes are farr beyond his power, He boaſt. 
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_ Pang. of 490 Red 
* "het Ba which is nong of his. own to 
or. iF jtweres.. yer it ; 41 the thou an i Da: N | 

of what yau haye 2 lready amiled:to\ you, am f 
thar, by Qne chat both can. and will ma e 1t Food 
Godlineſs hath the promiſe, not. ouly of the lif : 
that wow #6, bnt of that which us to 'o; 

T rm. -4.'$: The Devil, or any of. his illeg] e 
zjyare Baſtard-hcirs ,. may , promiſe. thee ſomp ( 

ſwall patter hexe,. though they can make,r ll; 
no aſſurance of i ir : Butin the other worl fn ' 
have nothing'to do; Neyer an Advonſen, nap 
ſmall Caat. rhere; cheir Lands lie nor, in t i 
Cruptry., Alag! What.is there in the World; 
chat+ (hould {o, cempr.a, Shriſian, Ms. pl licrl 
* yfllayy. Clay, or,one. . hours-ſenſual ,Plexſore, 

" the, ioking' breath. of ,a few falſe friends ; 
- theſe, ſych raking, things with the. Heirs 6; os 
Ty. . Believe it, Biignds, 1 The world nary 
| that. it; amay. deccivey and .buggs that ic A 
fad> 2pd undoe,. you, . and berpoy you | wi ; 
kiſs, 


if | 
\ | 
\ Þ [f 


Yo 
; Þ: 
( 
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2s Beware. of the Hopes of the world c 
High expeRatzons uſually. beger high Fears, and 
accordingito.che heighth of your, rev and.rhy (1 
frultration of your hopes, will be thi pak A 
tion of, your ſorrow, 2nd che re doubt d 
and Impttue of your 200 the FP Tikethi x 
for a'try ed; Experiments, Nong are ſo deceiver 6 
by the world as thoſe hat cxpe&t.molt from thi $ 
— Ye. howeyer- your hopes, may.,prolpe 0 
fora while ; be, ſurc, there is 2 "worm: at the ny 
.root , that will eat out all in. the end. Tic. 1 


who 


Pd o 


hops. of the world is the hope of the mickey 


Lie hope War þ Fae ene 0006" __ EN ry 
n hall be. a 4 Spider's. web..'.7ob, 8." 14. Your 
hopes, { Chriſtians y are the rrueſt and .livelict 
F pictures of yaur-hearrs 5: your carnal bopes be Dt, 
Wray yollr carnal hearts. \; {\ 

2 There is nothing mare. natural , and. 0 Noe 
lching; more, dangeraus,,than to hoiſe the wide: 
MA ſails. of .hppc ib the .brunc\of 2.S:orm,, 1 when) 

Mrhe ſure Anchor. of a Ruble and recumbent faith. 

5) were . more. proper and ſafe, . "Certainly, \my. 
QF EBrethren,,. Lreat | are your. loſſes. thzough our 
groundleſs. and carnal . hopes, *cis not 2 ſpi- 

f 6 ritual Obj:& [that will make a1 ſpiritual 
dl i664 To hope for the Redemption and. Peace 
Mok, Sion\z, The glory and enlargement.of the 
} Kingdoms of Chrilt,;:and. the retwwn, of he 
lo, petyicy of -his people 2 Theſe and ſuch like, 


ewe would fain poſſefſe.-our, Hopes of; And- 


bd "53G being,once an end ſcems. long till ir. be 
ſwered ; at length impatient; of delaies, ( for PEER 
ope deferred maketh the, heart (ck, ) up ſhe * ©2130"z 
i climbs - up into-\the, Watchtower, and there 
ng _—__ with. Reaſon, expounds and. applies | 
nEthe Promiſes with _ own 5 Gloſſes 
hi and ks ho riations,preſcribing.or. pres 
rc dicti CG and Methods org 
hy the. while | ous perſonal. Reformation is _negle. \.. 
; Godprovoked, and.our Hopes deceived. 
ng Sure you, would account it a-[trange.\unhbeard- 
Þ of madneſs far a Town that 4s clolely beſieged, 
J-to throw;afide their Arms ,-and coun together 
TEST and begin 0, talk of, certaig-01d. Pre- 
Prophecies of 'Relicf,, though 'nc- 
Q cerly 


—_—y 


 Thevete Fin hi 5a. 


terly bnertiin', -and"improbable"as -whrkaay 


preſenr -Eiſe,, rifl che Enemy break in, and" 


ſpo\t-Hety ac” their © pleaſtre, Oh thar«this' 
were tat too'much the temper of rhe fptrirs of 


theſe times 1 Nay, I wauld'to God, there were" 
none 6! choſe among us+hat wake the People 
gain, -when' they (ould have 'Ftood in Gods 
Gomifel, : And cauſed hit prople to hear bis words; 
then they ſhould have turned them from their 
evitl way; and from the evil of their doings; 
Fer. 24.176, 22; For'my part, I cinndt 4Rak 
that God' bach yet done with' us, 'or that the 
bitreteft Ingredient is not yer behind, ' Surely 
ow þ wah is not yet ripe; nor fit for che mercies 
he 8 apes after. "y hope ' God will not' leave 
all- *cFele ſpors in/ us, After that he hath doneff | 
with' os,” Look os” other ' manner ' of ' Taskes 
yer'then' ever have'beef' impoſed.” 'The cſe,” 


fru(tare ſome of the! D:#th. angs, the arting ; 


(prakvts of the Beaſt \' ,whic -doubiic: will | 
ſtrofjg as C:rrr'4s they reach, : L 
Bi you -will fay , Nay, bur it i eoinfar 
har we'wanrimoſt 1 1n"ſuch"times as theſe: Givi f 
frong r drink ts him thiat is ready rd piriſh, ah 
"wine" thoſe that be m heavy beeyer, Prov 
'2 1167 CID ng 

1'know, you had rhthes be on this” Hedy 
drying, chan under the hcav "Hammers of 
- the- 2611 a cleanfire, '' Bur God" forbid - that 
I'ſhou d any way weaken. your 'Chriizn\ 
: dence or' Comforts, 'or grieve the ſpikits Who j 
Ghainould haye revived.” pe 
Coſprtengihany inroads of It, ii's yety bard 
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Fs wx voice 59 76 wr 
2 ApteiRing work to fle(h' and blood; and 


'F a chouſand flights and eyafions will be had co 
$'Y mitigace; difſ-mble, or ayoid ic: And I fear 
FF thac "66h kinde of Hopes may haye much of 


ec chis anci-evangelical influence,” As long 25 we 
ef are un warrantably looking chat God "(houtd ' 
[rY build us a Bridge, we will never be perſwaded 
7] to cake the Water, till extreain force and' un- 
r avoidable neceſſity drive'ys. Oh cake heed you 
do not carnallize your H5p:s 11 The H5pes' of 
the* World are <inpty, hopes, Hop:s and no- 
thing elſe, mere Hopes, Sinchath cur off the 
Email ffon'the owners of them, and ſhame 
_ png enjoy their next yr They 

big-bellied'a while: But ac Taft, it 
it? | atfinfS's The wind' they were "fwollen 
with, will tupn toa whirlwind of divine wrath 
"jt rhe'enid;”", Though rhey paine apd' ruffle 
- #rid trim it up, 'and 'boaſt themſelves of *great”' 
*ehjngs :* Yet,' believe it, all 'they can"'40'18 in 
their 'Mouchs®, and- alt they'are worth” 1s. on. 
their Backs: "They are broken, flattering, ly- 
ings dyirig, Kilfing Rc we Ol bew then 
' how you perch your ſelves on. ſuch a" Fough, 
as you': arewarn'd will break under you!” 

0 4. Witch againſt che Scores of the World, 
4 Thoug! you cannot watch to prevent cher! s 
oy yer wirclito\bear them, and not: ' only ſo; "bar T3 
nal to improve'them too,” "Bleſſed ave hk, |; - + 
) b [Watl revile, you and prrſtcute a and ; 
all fay all manner of evil againſt alt & # 
e, Matth, A T1. No gan woe if 3 : _—_— & 
' Alas !' they Jae fs d.v Intas. joy & 


"1 Know nt, Bur wiſdome; is died of her 
dren, *Tis but a little while you are like to S. 
' Unger theſe; Scorns, . You ſhall ſhortly. hear ... 
them change their Note, When, che ends of . 
us both ſhall be compared together, and. the, 
definitive Sentence of a juſt and impartial Jydg : 
all haye convinc't. them of their madneſs; You, 
ſhall x moun:, abaye. their reachy, and be as - 
much gic envy, aSngM..you are.cheir ſcorn, _ 
G ome 27 bleſſed ,and Go, ze cmſed will ſurely, 
bring chem to: their 3ght wits, :2pd, a more, 
true and honourable opinion of you, You, | 
5a ich againſþt Perſe ecurionsof theworld,, 
reis work, for your.Patience, & for your Pxu-, 
dencetoo, For Patience, toſuffer what you canc, 
Prefigrand for Prudence, to gs what you. . 
; may foreſee and Capt ika eſcape. L.et not your 
br Imprudence wrong your Patience, nor.your Im; 
3 ' patience force, your Prudence, Your libercies &. 
livcs are dearto,Chrift, ax well as to your ſelyrs;,, 
you gre as.the «Apple of bu ege,2ech,2.8.0h take 
he then you;do not fooliſhly expoſe the Apple 
aye to.every.thory thas would pierce ir, 


ayaid it wichour di our, 

1s _ _ Tub ball orby his. Fojch, Heb, 
3.4 þut,not abandon his Reaſon. he will cruff 
3 Gad.s, but, = will not. cept him. Though 
> Pſal.9rit Angels ar. Cheers. 6 concerning hum , and in 
Ra chats, hguds, they\ſþ4! bear. bum wy ; Yes; It 1s 

| Witte, Thom be wet temps the Loxd thy 
ps vo ab MAb, 4.657, He that hath ſaid», Fear 
EX mot; Fro: whech hell, the, body + hath: alſo ſad 


Wot bovis UN in theolame\ Place, Beware of men... He 
Toy ITS, 396 


PY 


- 6 ans oo» $$. co an . 
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\ Tha vhice of theRod. | 43s, 7 
wife & Spents,. 'Bur, I hope, I need not, uſe | *©* 3 
much ado'w - With you "Ke &; Self-preſeyvxclobis 
2 Þcin ple of Nature, But watch' your” jou 
'ence father, .how.to bear that hich te 
called tifcg, "And ſbould't ll you i 
enconragen. -nts hereunts ; T,muſt fer” yowh te 
very he: git of, Cheri, and the Gates of Haven 
zo you, Th is a tagk- 0p. hard and roghigh 
Jor a por  Fnite, ( (baffoin,n marcal Cceatitte to do, 
heed- | of. che ares of, the' Tom 
Fhgje! et Bodkivg.t tbrud s > Matth,"''3. 22. 
Lil of "1h world", and the detenf fuls Gaſs # —_ 
riches thogh the word. They will chk your” 
Fe wi and your camforts toc, © [ws { Fave 


You without carefulneſs, 1 (or. 7. 3%, How 
Ny Chriff* labour to bear. No Diſciples*out'of 
Patt th. '6.17. which of you, by t 

th oug bt, ja 4dd = cubit f yn NE 
Wha: hays. you gotten by 4{l'your Tb. 
cares > Hants you found them BY: be yn No 
vexing,! BN long eng ? Whoſoever tor 
th of WH water ſhall t Fo ing oh. pier 
i cares ver 3 aur, Ban 4M 
are' rhey-ever” like to $0 ag't'yoo” | 

k \n man dreameth, and eh ae, 29:8. 

aanmh! * he ' awaketh and LTH Sbul Se I 
B: Niles »Fhey are entahghng s things, the Ove 
and Fercets bf the Heare, 2 Tim. 2 3-28 

| ler m6 7ell'thee, © Chri ian, theſe op I's 
are the Ta(ttuments of Petſecuition an | 
rhe ſpears in the heart of Chriſt, and Thom. 
in thy own Soul. What Fires and Feudes 'd6 ' 

ty kingle in your Actions? Wha (hufffin 
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WTe 4 Th Pateof the Fed, 5s 
and partiality do they incrodyce on Jour Duties? 
_Certainly I cannor cellyou the chouſandth part 
. of the miſchiefs of cheſe | Poxſoned Arrows, 
theſe peſtilent, ſordid , Chriſt-perſecuting , 


. heart-enſnaring cares, Nor can Iftand at Pre» 

ſent ro enlarge as] thought to have done. 

thief Liftly, watch againff Death, Not only | 
apaiſt the Strock of Death » which is common 

to al; bur againft the Sting of Death, _ Let 


"max Death find you-out, of the. way « of Life, nor 
2Yuh, of 2 liyely activity in; that way. Wait 


Hob. 14.144 Patience. till your Change, come, which 


wl\change your, Patience to. poſigſhon, Let 
prey hot be. in your Mouths only » but in 
your, Fleartss that both heart and. mouth may 
Jour, in your eternal Triowph. \This.is ,your 
Mn FO overcome this, and you ſhall 
wear, the Crown,.to 1 all ececnity, and ſer. up 
Fur: ever laſting! rophies in che! Throne of 
your,Gad. Watch, that. D:ath find, you not 
onely, in, the Vineyard; bart our work, chat 


(4 & that ſervant whons hu 
$ cometh , hall ud | fe dog, 
43-..0h Chriſtians 1 When God 

Ma, you gu, of. your hard; work, and 
you, 2s it, Vert, 'oucof che-mid(k of cruel 

Rorms. F 'When,be tall break in through your. 
doors, and lad. you out by. the hand 

d his f fier y Nina ». toconvey you from 
gx1ous. artyrdom tg your molt glorious 


ml: Oh { concelye then, if you can , 


Far "at "5, $7 LOwey in Chri ,, bur, in. Cams 


ir What in effible compiſsions will he Jap 


yau 


Ld ws 


.than it js feeding on che blood of your hrs 


A 


Faich and Patience,\one. hour, one. year, one 
Bartel more; For yet « little, while, and. he 
that ſhall come, will come, and will not tarry, 
Hb. ro, 37. 


Thus 1 have told you, what it is, you are | 


eſpecially  concern'd to watch againſt, I hope 


' there are bur few, among Chriſtians, thac 


dare queſtion the reality, or neceſſicy of ſuch 
a Duty, Yer. to keep you the berter waking, 
in this ſad, and diſmal night,- when ſo many 
of our Watchmen are forlaking the Walls, or 
fallen aſleep: I (hall propoſe theſe five quickning 
Motiyes. | {i 

r, They are Enemyes chat you are 'to 
Watch againſt. Such:as will be ſure to. do you, 
a miſchief, if poſſible: they never intended you 
any good. . It never goes well wich Sx, longer 


and the ſpoils of your Duties, Oh, how woul 


the Devil rejoice, to ſee you falling, like Scarrs, 


from Heaven, and: God blotting your Names 
our of the Book of Life ! Nothing Rands more 
direR'y oppoſite ro your peace and happineſs, 
than Self. How full is the #orld of venom and 
enmity | and Death waits bur for the word, to. 


* ſtrike his laſt blow ac you, to conſummace 


your. eternal Ruin, Oh, my Brethren !' you 
that: have. to do+ with enemies, had need 'be 
watchful, . Te 
2, They are Mortal Enemies ; Suchas wi 

; PL. or 


. , | _ ey - 


A 


2» Thevoictof tha Rod. 2] 
you up in the yitorious arms of. his Loves 
and 'place you in his ecernal Reſt? oh 1 hold our, 
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after, and hunting up and down the world for, 
but to devorr > What. is that Impoſthitme of 
S2IF dbing wichin, ur conſpiring thy deftrus 
Aion ? How wide doth the” #or id gape tpon; 


ITim6.9: hee, to drown thee in deftrultion, and perdi- 


dion? As for Deaths it. carries monality, and 
diſfolucion, in the very name of ir, Oh ! what 
heed have we of wary fteps! Were'ever Crea- 
tures in ſuch haxzard 2 Well might Sr. Paul crie 
ouſt, Wretched man, that 1 am, who ſhall dbli- 
fer me from the Body of thi: death? Roms 


7. 24. | 
3.. They are Spiritual Enemies, and there- 


fore the more dangerous, WW? wreſtle not a 


ainſt fleſh and blood but ap ainft Principatities 
Foy hip and againſt ffs Rialers in the 
daYknieſs of this world, againſt ſpiritual witk- 
ednefſs in high places, Eph. 6. 12. Spiritual, on 
a double account 5 in their »atare, and in their 
operation; They are of a ſpiritual,and inviſible 
nature, and are not the obj:&s 'of external 
fenſe, Which is the eye we are wont, and able 
to judge by #7 * Theſe are enemies that are al- 
ies on the' blind fide of us ; they wound ty 
and we are not aware, Thejr operations are 
alſo ſpiritual; they work oh us like an infe@i- 
Gus Air 5 we will not belieye, but that we bo 


x in Uc'ics daily work, to earn che undoing! 
_  wapes of thine eternal death 1 *.is chit it Tooks, 
8 Per.$.8: and longs for, What -18 it the Devil is ſbeking 


"TT OafmRLs 'Þ 
fo! Voir "blood" The" wager tf Sin 3s dhath} 
Kone. 6, 2:3. Whit doth the' Labourer looks | 
a7 fobls for, but his Wages ?/'oh f how tad 
7's 
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veell eriough, till we drop down dead where we 
are going ; and therefore, is call*d the Plague 
of the heart; which is oftentimes undiſcerna- 


ble, till ir be incurable, How cloſely doth Self 


teal in berwixt Chriſt and our hearts? How 


deceicfully doth the, 0rd charm our affeRi- ... .. 


ons > What ſecret paſſages and trap-doors,hath 
Satan, at every Pore of hearts ? Oh, my Bres 
thren 1 We have ſpititiial enemies to deal 
with ; our. Watch is eſpecially within our own 
{ a tu 
4, They are Cortant Enemies : Suchas will 
find you work as long as you live. This comes 
to paſs, from. their concraxy, and implacable 
nacure; Light and Darkneſs can never. be 
reconcil'd. Sr, Pax! could not fing his Paliuedys 
that his F:ght was over, and his Courſe finilhe 
ed, till the time of his departure came, 1 T im, 


4.6, 7. Thy Wacch-work, Chriſtian, is thy. 


Life's-work. Our Enemies ſeem to enjoy obr 
Promiſes here, Pſal. 37. 24. Though be fall, 
he ſhall not be. utterly caſt down. Oh \ which 
of our fallen 'T'([ts, can we ſay, is ucterly caſt 
down ? Every Conqreſt produceth a new Come 
bat; and our very ViRtories ofcentimes, occaſion 
our ſadder Loſſes. . | op 
5+ Laſtly, They are Mighty Enemies: Such, 

as we cannot, in our own ſtrength, ſtand be. 
fore. If a Luf# do but becken at us, we pre- 
fencly yield.If the Forld do but frown on usywe 
cremble, As Self will have it, ſo the Law muſt 
ſtand. If Satay tiirn the Key of a tempration 
npon'us, we are his Cloſe Priſoners, If Death 
once 


once ſtrike, we fall, . Had we nor a flrong God 
to Uife ro; a ſure word. of Promiſe ; ,an ins Þ 
preghable Refuge in Chriſt ; a mighty Advo- 
are With the Father, who is able to ſave to the 
Uittexmoſt s an. irrefiſfable Help in the Spirit, ' 
fo bruiſe Satin under vs, Were not the Weapons i 

» Cor. 10s of 047 Warfare. mighty through God, theſe 

4% ſtrong holds would yeyer come down .our * 
viRtories would bey according to otir. ftxengrh, 
very ſmall, Therefore, what' you want in 
Power, Iabotr to make up im. Care, Oler the | 
ſenſe of your Weakneſs, double your Watche . 
fulnefs t that you may be able to ſay with the 
Apolile, Phil, 4. 13, I candoall things, [ #1 
ſuffer any thing ] through Chriſt, which 
STIs. +: > 4: 

Thus 1 have laboured, though weakly, yet, I 

I hope fairhfully, to interpret the, Rod to you, 


And, oh, that now I could hay” with you to 


lay thefethings cloſe on your bare Conſciences ? 
Commune with.'your own. hearts, and let your 
ſpirits make diligent. ſearch. Now ſet- about 
our mourning; repenting, reſqglving,. reform. 
ingework, God hath us in his Furnace, and 
his | J.alorſie is- ſmoaking againſt us. He 
hath caſt our Liberties, our Peace, our Health, 
our Hopes, nay, his own Ordinances, and Sa- 
cred Inſtitutions, che holy Veſſels of his own 
Houſe, as Wood under us, for the Fire of his 
' Difplea;ufe. ro hear vs; with: oh 1 when ſhall 
we begin co melt, that we.may-.once be capable 
of being caſt into a new Mould 7 oh ! when 
Will theſe hard hearts break 7 when will Gale 
pL ATI" tc 


"—_ 


 _— Paver- of the Rod. - 
F:Nout hearts yield ? when will thoſe: Rubborn 
. wills comply 7 Shall we ſtick in the Birth, till 
we- die there? ſhall we _ tempt God on the 
_ wheel, to caſt ns off, as a Lump, cthac will never 
j come ro any thing ? Shall. we even force him 
to throw us and Idolaters, us and: Hypocrires, 
and the prophane, incorrigible, and abomina. 
£ ble-Scum of the earth, to the Dunghil at Jeſt co» 
gether ? The Lord forbid ! O che God of Hea- 
U ven forbid it / 

/ 2,” In the next place, This Rod hathalſo a 

Yoice to the Enemies of God; and theſe are 
Feither open Foes, or falſe F.iends, I ſhall joyn 

Eboth rogether, as Chrift hath done, Matths 
N12. 30. He that 1s not with me, 3s againſt 

me; and be that gathereth not with me, ſcat« 

tereth abroad, 

Theſe five things would I tell them from God, 
might I be freely ſuffer'd ro do my Meſſage 
to chem : And with theſe five Bells 1 ſhall 
ring the doleful Kxe/l! of God's, and his 
Churches Enemies. 

7. It aſſures them, that God is not ſuch an 
one as they take him be. Theſe things thou 
haſt done, and 1 kept ſilence : thou thoughteſ 
that 1 was altogether ſuch an one as thy. ſelf : 


. but I will reprove thee, and ſet them in order 
x Wefore thine eyes, Plal. 5O, 21. Alas, Sinner 1 
s thou art wiſtaken in God 3; though he keep 
[ lilence awhile, he will not keep ilence for 


ever 3 hewill find. a time to fpeak, when thou 
hale Rand ſpeechleſs before him. Though his 
mile Providence, and thy curſed Projz&ts, ſeer 
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co joyn'iſue, yer aſſure thy ſelf, their difp Fol "8 
and' incongruity,, will ſhortly appear to why” 


ſhame and aſtoniſhment, 1 could tell them 
in what 'reſpe&s they are miſtaken, in theh 
thoughts of God, [if God be ever 1n thel 
thoughts, ] ' . f 

r, They are miflaken'in his Holineſs, Thi 


3s that, which ſeems to be principally aimed at in 


the fore-cited Text, Afcer God hath charge 
chem with [ncorr:gibleneſs, from ver. 17, Wi 
Theft, and Adultery, and Falſt-witerfs, un 


ver, 2 x, Thou thoughteft, ſaics God, thac TI hat 


been ſuch an onetoo'; as wicked, and as vile, 


thy ſelf : That IT had lov'd 'thy Drunkenneſth. 


thy Oaths, thiy Blaſphemies, and Uncleanneſs 


echine Idolatry, and carnal, gawdy, Will 
worſhip, thy Crueltie, and Opprefſion of my 


People, B:cauſe I kept filence, and wink'd a 
theſe things; becauſe ye were become S#uc 
Prieſt, and ſuch People, ye thought ic had bet 

Even [uch God too; TharT had been'aFpreat a 
enemy to Holineſs as you ; as implacably ber 
ro fuin' the Intereſt of my Son Chrift, as ye 
were; thatT had divorced my own Spiric, an 
exchane*d natures with 'your Father the Devi 
and yielded up' my Scepter and Kingdom untt 
him, and become akogether ſuch a one as yo 


You thought, it hid been as much my enyy, tf 


ſee men faithfully labouring co'make rheir Ca 
ling and 'EleQion' ſure, as it was yours: tha 
their Faith, and Humilitic, and Sclf-denijal, an 
Patience,and Conſtancy, and Reſolution, an 
Heavenly -mindedneſs, had been the only thing 
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TT & The volcrrfrbe Red, 
WI 1'had been offended with, and refolv'd to re- 
\yenge, With all poſſible Indignation, as you 
1K. were, T he time cometh, ſaies Chriſt, that who. 
ll foever hilleth you, ſhall think that he doth God 
ſervice, Job, 16. 2. Bur, how is it poſſible 
they ſhould ever think ſo? Why 2 Theſe things 
will they do unto you, becauſe they have not 
kh nowh the Father, nor me, ver, 3. It proceeds 
dl from cheir wilful miſtake, They are not aware 


* 


that our God is the Holy one of I(rael. That is Pſal. 68: 
terrible out of his holy places, A God glorious 35. , _ 
In holineſs, Alas; Sinner 1 God is neyer the Exod.154 
a$-unbolier, for that be bears with thy unholineſs z *** 
all theſe thy' miſtakes will ſhortly be correRed 
{ in another world. | 
2, They are miſtaken in his Fuſtice,-- 7 
W knew thee, that thou art an hard may, ſaies the 
unfaithful ſervants, Math. 25. 24. cxayggs &r- 
Yon®-, a (hrewd, difficule man to pleaſe, 
reaping where thou haſt not ſown, and gather- 
ing where thou aft not trawed, Such are the 
nl hard thoughts of the poor, blind, prejudic*d 
off World.” They chink it an impoſſible* matter to 
J walk by God's prefcribed Rule, unto well- 
pleafing z thar, walking by the Spiric, is but 
ancy, or Schiſm, and therefore better let all 
alone, They hope, whatever they are cold on 
T the contrary, that God will pity them on their 
Death-beds s' that his Juſtice will not be ſo 
Ihexorable, but that they may be heard,' when! 
they call upon him. Indeed,” were God tuch a 
Judee, as they conteit him to be z Were he who' 
FF. rides che Cireures of Heaven, a reſpeRer of Per- 
| 5 - WP ſons} 


their eyes, and then/they ſhall ſee whar a 
Inſtice that is that dwells in Heaven, Faſtice 
and Tndg ment are the Habitatiou of his Throne, 
Pla}, 89. 14. | 


» +; have heard, thac he is.a God of great Mercy, and 
- him to, what they will, at laſt, They have 


crons and merciful; and that keepath not anger 
for ever, They believe, that his mercie 's all= 
{ufficieft, and thac he will not take any great 
notice of thoſe things, that are ſo far beneath 
him,;-$uch are the thoughts that keep their 
carnal hopes alive, and plcaſe their - beguiled 
Couls with a Fool:»Paradiſe; Indeed,were God 
as mutable, as 'he is merciful, they had ſome 


P/al.p3.u, 


2m them have laid their hzads on this Pillow, Roms, 
| 11.32, For God hath concluded thens all 1» 
uubelief , that he might have mercy upon all ; 
or on Row, 5.18. Therefore, as by the offence 
of one, judgment came upon all men, unto 
condemnation; even ſo, by the righteouſntſs of 
one, the free gift came upon all men, unto 
Taſtification of life : or on ſome ſuch like places: 
and there have dreamt of an univerſal Re. 
demption ;. and by this means, all their care 1s 
over. - Bur, they may know, when they awake, 
| : nay, 


=— we. ' "Theworce of the Red, ©Þ 
; ſons, Fallible, and Mucable, - of. the Generation * 
of thole that ride. the Czrcarts of the Earth, it 
might-fare better wich them. than ic 1s. like to. * 
_ # do. Bat, alas ! 2 few daies more. will. open. ; 


3, They arc miſtaken in his Mercy. They 
» theteupon are: bold, that they may perſwade |. 


' heard, that he is ready to forgive; a God, pra-. 


; oround for their hopes. It may be, ſome of 
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| The voice þ- Fe. Red 


nay, fo their terrour, they ſhall know, if they 
awake, no!, before they awake to J1dgrvent 3 
how 'God will have mercy upon 2'l, aud” yet 
they lefe out, "Abſtract the confdeidt 101 of 
mercy,' from chis preſent life, whergin'all are 
Paxcakers of che riches of his mercic in commong 
and all things happen alike, as to outward ap- 
pearance, to all; and then Ile tell them, that 
God will have mercy, ſupra omner, but not 


. ſwpra -þ þ »gnlos : upon all ſorts, or ſome of all 


ſorts, Gentiles as well as J:ws; cut not upon 
every one of elcher ; Election is bur of ſome, and 
not of 41%. But 1 will not ſtand here, to confute 
ſo. unreaſonable, and anti:Scriptural an afſer= 
tion, ſeeing this Dagon hath been already bat- 
tered; to the oround,: by far abler Engins than 


mine: . The day is at hand, that will for ever 


degige the Controverſie, and unravel all thoſe 
Querks of the Devils knirting, | 
. Few chere are, but will confeſs, ( though they 
are bac half-convinctd) chat there ts a Hell, and 
that it is prepai'd for ſome, whom God bath 
expreſly condemn*d in' his Word : H Jpocrites 
and unkelievers, they'acknowledge, are gon 1n 


the Forlorn' hope. Some mens ſins are of \ Tim; 


before. band, going before to Fudgment, Hy-5,44. 


pocrites, ſuch as their *Father hath taught them 
to re-baptiz.: with the Nick, name of Phanatichs, 
for the names are ſynonymous ; .and Vabelice 


| vers, ſuch as can't. belieye, as they do, and. 


nvle their Conſciences, as they can, Well 


then, Sinner, / Let-me reaſon with thee, from 
ty own Conccllons ; If Hypoc;ices and Un= 


R 3 believers 


The worce ff hs — 
0 believers are the undoubred H-irs of H:11, I will 
3h t=;1 cher, ( not to ſtand on the Juſtification of 
ary: Party ) who are their Coheirs ; Marth, 2/4, 
frem ver. 48. to the end, The evil ſervant, 
th.t ſaith in his heart, my Lord delayeth bis 
coming, H: that lives in the height of his ſects 
rit' » hat thinks *cis cime enough yet to provide | 
for another world : And ſhall begin to ſmity 
bic F:llow-ſervants, Either with che flanders] 
and rcproaches of the rongue, or wich. the- fit 
of wickedneſs. And to eat and drink with the 
drunken, T be Lord of that ſervant ſhall come, 
as ſecure as he is, in 4 day when he locketh not 
for him, and in an hour that he 1s not awart EA 
and ſhall cut him aſunder, and appoint him 
portion with the Hypocrites; t here ſhall b, 
weeps "ge and gnaſhing of teeth, And Luk, 12, 
46. e will cut him aſwnder, bis Soul from 


worldly conforrs and hopes, he will irre6fta. 
bly, and irrecoyerably def roy him, and appoint 
bim his portion with onbelievers, Tf the unbe- 
eving are condemn'd, then pray ſee, who are 
caſt with them, and = par:ake with them in 
the Execution ; Rev, 21,8, The fearful, and 
 anbelicving) and the abommable, and mur- 
derers, and whoremongers, and ſorcerers, and 
» rdoleters, and all /yars. If you quettion the 
= truch of chis, look back but to che fafch verſe, and 
YJ y01 ſhall ſee it ſeal*d with an expreſs Authority 
f.on Heaven : And he ſaid unto me, Write, 
for += words are true and faithful, K now y 
pot, that the norighiponr ſhall not inherit thif 
TT ET Kigh 


$6 *e 


ST. 


his Bocy, and both Body and Soul from all his 


D 2-4 


TT.  Thernorcrof the Rode 
| Kingdom of God Be not decerved, neither For. 
weators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor 
eminate, nor Ab»ſers of themſelves with 
IAankind,, nor Thiurve:, nor Covetons, 
nor Drunkerds, nor Revilers, nor Extor« 
tioners, ſhall. inherit the Kingdom of 'God, 
| x Cor, 6.9, 10, Nay, Fleſh and blood. cannot. 
inherit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor, 15+ 50, 
This cannot be underſtood literally, as if our 
Souls only were capabl: of eternal Salyation, 
and not our. Bodics, which is contrary to the 
Apoſtle's Argument ; Contrary to one great 
dchign of Chriſts Incarnation ; nay, contrary 
| ro viſible, and ocilar Demonſration ; For 
1 Chriſt himſclf hath viſibly aſcended, and, in 
bell the names, and behalf of his Mjttical Members, 
2.4 path entred with real Flech and Blood, and is 
Inheriting che eternal Kingdom of his Father z 
nigh Bur the ſame Apoſtle particularly explains what 
vj "he means by Flesh and Blond, Gal. 5.19, 20, 
«| 21. Now the works of the flech are manifeſt, 
which are theſe; Adultery, Fornication, Une 
cleanne(1, Laſerniouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, 
, | Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, _—_ 
Seditions, Bereſies, Envying, Murthers, Drun- 0 
kewneſs, Revellings, and ſuch like; as I have "0 
told you in time paſt, that they which do ſuch | © 
things thall not inherit the Kingdoms of God, 
And now, Sinner ; Canſ(t thou waſh thine. IS 
hands in innocency, from all theſe ? If thou A, 
thinkeſt thou art no Hypocrite, nor Unbeliever, w- 
1 ( chough both might calily be proy'd againft __—_ 
(4 thee!) none of the Heirs of the Kingdom of | + 
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Daikneſs, yer art thou none of theſe C 5, Ns I 

Surely,thy Converſation can never ſo fouly bely 
thy Condition, Alas, poor lelf-deceived wretch ! | 
Doft thou chink :o meer thy Hopes and*Comfores PF 

on che -other fide of the Threſhold ? I cannot . 
bbe pity" thee, to think how 1 ſhall ſee chee look, 
and lament thy loſs, when I (hall meet thee at 
Judgment, when-God ſhall make a Belieyer of 
thee, 'to thine everlaſting Sorrow, When thou. 
(halt ſee thar he was in carneft, when he iaid, 
He'that 'made them, will not have mercy on them, 
and he that formed them, . will chew them no 
favour, Ila, 2.7. 11. Though he be a merciful 
G&d, yet thou thalt' then know, that he.isas juſt 
as be 15 merciful, 

4. They are miſtaken in his Patience,, They 
know no difference between his Pati-nce, and 
his Approbation : here i the promiſe if his 
goming ? for fince the Fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were Bhs the begin: 
wing of the Creation, 2 Pet, 3.4. This is the 
Generation of Ratibna! Brutes, that 'can ſee 
no higher, than they can reach with the Pole of 
S:nfe- and Reaſon, As lono as it goes well with 
them in this world, they little rroubte them'elves 
about anocher, The time of Gods Patience, 1s 
the cime of their Preſump!ion. Deſpiſeſt thou 
. the riches of his goodneſs, and forbearance, and 
tong-ſujjering, not keawing, that the goodneſs of 
Gad leadeth thee to Repentance ? Roin, 2, 4, 
uh » Sinner ! If choy could*ſt, if thou would'{t 

ut bclieve, and confider chis? Is God patient 
wich thee? and doſt thou think he will be ſo 


P 


"hep Fai vice ef th yo "— | 
forever? Is thy repentance that which his 
Patience 15 waiting for > Is God but looking 
JF one day,, and one year after another, when, 
F chou wilt curn? Is heparicncly waiting at thy , 
| Ale-houſe or Tayernedoorg, longing for an op= 
* portunity, a3 it. were, to find thee. ſober, © that 
; | be might. treac with his Prodigal - about his 
1 everlaſting Peace > Doth heput up and paſs by 
1} all thy ſcorns and contempt of his condeſcenCc=- 
» | ing Grace, and. willing co forgive all if he 
, | could but prrſwade chee.to turn unto him 2 O 
o | ſhameleſs wretch 1 Is it conſiſtent with the 
L | glory and honour of a God thus to. become 
{ | himſelf; nay, chus ro humble himſelf wich 

duſt and -ashes, for ever ? In what fury _ will 
y | ſuch Patience end ar laſt > oh how will thoſe 
dj Terms burn in thy Soul , - when Conſcicnce_ 
s | thall have the reading of "them | in H:!1l> when 
1 | thoſe, Inventories of wrath, which -chou. art. 
- | now rreaſuring up in. this the time. of Gods Y 
e | patience, ſhall be brought forth in the day of his 
e | wrath, and revelation of his rightcous Judg= 
f | ment! o', if words would Prevail, how could 
h Þ. Lletmy. Pen-run here! Buc alas ! Theſe Hame 
es | mers can do nothing, till God ſtrike with 
$7 them. 1, D 
# | 5. They are miſtaken in Gods - Delight in, 
d | and Care of his people, Hamas little thought 
f | that poor Mordecas, for whom he had 'prepa- 
t. | red the Gallows, had been ſo high in the | 
t | Kings Books, He was thinking in his heart, d 
it] To whom will the Ki ing delight to do honour : 
of more than to my ſelf ? Het, 6, 6. Bur the 
Jo King's 
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' Kings thoughts werefarr otherwiſe, -Merhi 
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theſe are the very. thoughts and carriage « the 
Humaws of our Times, Whom doth God . 
deligas co dignifie more than them 2 Whoare | 
adyancing themſelves on the 1car:;an wings of. 


begged honour ? A few Mordedars they are 
ailing at, who ( though they deny them no 
Civil reverence) yet know not how to ftoo 

and 'bow and cringe to their /do/s, Theſe 
are therefore Populus Des occidendua. A 
certain people, ſayes he," ſcattered abroad 4- 
20ug the People in all the Provinces of thy 
Kingdome, and their lawes are diverſe from 
all people, nezther krep they the Kings lawes 
C a Politique prerence ) therefore it is not for 
the Kings profit to ſuffer them, If it pleaſe 
the King ; let it be written that they may be. 
pots, ; and 1 will pay ten thouſand Talents 
of flver to the hands of thoſe that have the 
charge of the Buſineſs » to bring it imto the 
Kings treaſuries, Oh prepoſterous courſe'ro 
enrich Kings! Litcle did he think what his 
dcligns lay in travail with, Oh thar all thoſe 
chat are. lifring up their hands againſt their 
fellow-ſervants would conſider this! What if 
che King of Heaven (ſhould call for his book 
of Records, which he hath written, Mal, 3.16. 
with whar Heſter would they intercede? Our 
God harh ingaged yot ro forget our Work, and 
Labour of love, Heb. 6.10. Toreacompenſe tri« 
butation to-them that trouble w, 2 Theſ. 1.6. 
T intepd nor x9 cell chem, allchar ſpiritual re- 
fuge and divine Rrengrh ye haye to cud 
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Almighty, Faithful , Gracious and Wiſe Gods 
and a ſure word of Promiſe ro anchor on'® 
And we know that Arordeca; (hall one'day 
ride in Honqur and Triumph, - when Famer 
ſhall hang on his own Gallows, I know ftis 
'in vain to. tell rhe Wolfe: now thar' they are the 
Sheep and not the Goats' he is worrying. 
| Therefore I hall leave it to the Decifion of the 
rear Day | And,finner, let me tell chee, 'when 
od ſhall pult his Lambs aur of thy teeth, and 
: rake their pretious bones our of chy Dex, thou 
ſhale then know, ta thine eternal miſery, whoſe 
" | and what bloodit is that thou art guilty of. 


When Chriſt ſhall up and tell thee, 7 as much yy, ? a 4 


theſe, ye did it, or did it not, unto me, When 

he ſhall ſhew thee, chat every ſtroak lighted on 

the very apple of His eye : That every drop of 
| blood thouthaft drawn from them came from 
: his heart; chat every Penny thou_didſt unjuſtly 
| exa& from them, thou Rtoleſt our of his purſe, 
” | That when thondidſtimpriſon them, thou Yidft 
| impriſon him: Q" ! theſe things will ſurely 
| trovble thy minde another day. 
_ 6. They are miſtaken in God's glorious Title 
of Hearing Prayer, Pſal.65.2.1 ſaid not wnto the 
| /eedof Jarob Serk ye me invain, Iſa 45.19. Let 
F the mighty Nmrods of the world know then 
* | thar the people of God are not ſo naked and 
helpleſs, as they take them ra be, To ſpeak 
With holy reverence, yer in Scripturc-Diale@, 
Prayer hath the command of Heayen, ſs. 45. 
I Is Ask me of things to come, concerning my = 

; ' Sons 


: 4 ye did it, or did it not,unto one of the leaFt of g,, 
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. Sans, aud concerning. the work of my bands 


: Compmand ye me." | But 'alas ! Things that are 
-lnvifible to'.carnal ſenſe, ſeem incredible to 
.carnal reaſon, Yet,ſeem it never ſonctedible, 
- what God hath. promiſed and his people ever 
experienced, . we dare,., we muſt, we do believe. 
' The.,righteoms ery, and.the Lord heareth and 
. delevereth them, ont of all their troubles, Pſal. 
(344/17. 1 cryed unto the Lord with my voice, 
and he heard me, ont of bis holy Bill. Pſal. 3.4.. 
Here was his experience as ARE of Gods 
.rruth. Therefore. 1 will not be afraid of tew 


-thoyſands of people. that have ſet themſelves 


ag 4inft me round ghout,  P(al.3.6, Maryail nat 


."then,,. ye" Sonnes ,of P«ideg that we. fear none |. 
' of your threatnings, . Oar God js:a Ggd bear- - | - 


1ng,Prayer, and wo. be to thoſe thay ;have ſuch 
a. God,fo: rheir Enemy .?, The prayers of God's 
Pea ple were wontto be terrible to, his Enemies, 
DExad, T7, 11,2 King. I, I 3.,.1n the fr 
Reformation of Scat/and, it is. reported, tha 
ghe;Queen- Mother in, her warrs confeſſed thac 


« feared more the faſting and prayer of Know | 


nd his Diſciple, than; an Armie of. twenty, 
zbouſand. .men;... The Prince of ales being 
gerſwaded ro mak: warr with Heary the 3d.acs 
knowledged-thar, .he was. more. ,afraid of his 
Prayers and Alms, than of his Armics. - So che. 
Biſhop bf MMagdthargs Faſting and Prayer was 
the,terrour of Frederick El/eftor,of, Saxony, But 
however it be grown leſs terriblenow, ic is Bot 
grown, leſs fatal; God is the ſame. (till, and his 
Pcomiſe is the (ame,, and his encmies, $4ch. 
| | | the 
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heisa God Hearing Prajer. Wo be to' thee, 

* Sinner, when God ſhall: rain upon chee the 
© rears of his oppreſſed S1ints, and wo to thine' 
$ Houſe, when God ſhall bear upon ir with the 


fighs and oroans of his perſecuted children ? 
woto that man by whom the offence cometh, 
7. They are miſtaken in Gods Exds and 


Deſigns, Howbeit he meaneth not ſo,” neither 
doth his heart think (0, but it is in his heart 
to deſtroy and cut off nations, not afew, [!a,vno, 
7, God's end is to reform., theirs to deſtroy, 
\ -But here is our comfort z theſe are but his Exe. 
- Eutioners,and none of his Jury : God hath not 
Ir 1s not for 
them to.know what he intends to do with his 
Their wills are none of his Rule, nor 
are their falſe accuſacioris . any evidence wich' 
cur Judge, God hath a hook in their Noltrils, 


* acquainted them with his mind, 


and hath appointed them their bounds, 


It the 


pardon come at the very top of the Ladder, the' 
And if the: Jadge will 
that the righteous (hall be delivered out of 


Executioner mult obey 


trouble, and the wicked come 1n hws ſtead, his Pro-Il. 8: 
Will muſt ſtand, 


2. Theſecond yoiceof the Rod unto the The 
emies,is this, tr Calls upon them to Conſider, 
and-ou' conſideration to repent, Methink that. 
Generation is com, or an other well like it, 
which was ſpoken of under the fourth 2147, 
Rev.16.9. And menwere ſcorched with' great 

heat 4nd blaſphemed the name of God , which 
hath power over theſe Plagnes, and r:pented not 


to. 


Maiths, | $4 


' fo groe him glory, Baie the | 
ſcorched us; both at home and abroad, 'in Ciry 
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and in Country ; yet who hath repented to giye 


him Glory # I have but 'theſe four things at 


preſent to propoſe to 3 otir ſober Conſideration, 


_ and yery briefly, 


1, What manner of Perſons are they whom 
God takes to be his Enemies? Phil.3.18.19 For 
many walk , of whom I have told you often, and 
now tell you tven weeping, that they ave the 
Epemies of the Croſs of Chriſt, Here the As 

olile complains of Enemies: in the next verſe 
be deſcrives rhem, by their way, and by their 


end. Their way, they walk, a kind of Pro- 


fefſors they are; but,their God # their Belly ; 
their Eſt and Uncl:anneſs, Their Glory us in 
their ſhame : Eicher paſſively, their Glory ſhall 
end in ſhame, oraCtively, they glory in that 
which is the ſhame of their profeſsion, who 
mind earthly things; Carnal men, carnal in 
their affcRions, and in their converſations : 
to which anſwers Rom. 8. 7, The carnal mind 
is ennaity againſt God, And their end 14 de- 
ftruftion, The end of theſe things is death, 
Chap, 6, 21, Again, Luk. 19. 27. But: 
thoſe mine enemies--- bring them hither, and 
flay them b:fore me, Here's their Doom, The 
Perſons were ſuch as would not that Chyiff 
fpould reign over them, And how doth Chriſt 
reign ,' bur by his word and ſpirit, and the 
Laws and Statutes of them > Well then, ſuch 
as yicld not both viſible and inviſible, obedience | 
ity heart and life unto the laws of Chriſty but 
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Walk by their own la\vs', or the Jaws of men in 
rhings pertaining.to theKingdomof Chrilt, are 
the Enemies of hjs Kingdom. | Nay, every man - 
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in an unconyerted eftate is an enemie to Chriſt, 
" Rom, 5. 10- Col, 1, 21. Nowl beſeech you, 
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| Fraidt The Lyon hath roared, who will not fear, 


i 


if your Souls, and che ſecuring of your eternal 
peace, be ſo much worth z make a little. pauſe 
here, and ſoberly confider , what infallible, 
nay, probable evidences you can produce-ro 
prove your pretended Conveifion 5 whether 
they are fuch as God in his word ſpeaks peace 
through,: and on which, after ſerious and due 
deliberation, yon can boldly and ſafely adven- 
ture your ſouls on for ever, Nay, arethere not 
many , and I think, never more amongſt a 
Chriſtian people , that eyen hate and diſdain 
the imputation of Repentance and Converſion, 
and yer cannot ſo much as queſtion whether 
they are. the. enemies of Chriſt or no, Well, 
the day is at hand that will ſeparate the Shee 
from the Goats, and then it ſhall fully appear 
Who arefriends, and who are foes, 

z, Whether Gods Enemies be not concerned 
in his Rod, as well as his; friends, Doubtleſs 
the Propoſition is affirmed by all che Reaſon 
in the world ; If Judgment begin at the houſe 
of God, what $hall the end be of them that 


obey not the Goſpel ! The wicked ſhall be turs | py; @ 


ned into Hell, and all the Nations that forget 19. 
God, Pſal. 9.17. Will a Lyon roar inthe For. 
Feſt when he hath no Prey > Shall a Trumpet 
be blown is the City, and the prople not be 4- 


the 
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3. Whether the courſe you are taking be. } 
the way to _the miicies you are exſpeting # 
By ſwearing and lying and killing and ſtealing 
and commuting adultery they break out and 
's blood toncheth blood, Therefore” ſhall the 
Land mognrn, Hoſ, 4,2, 3, If all manner of- 
5 prophaneneſs and oppreſsion be the way to. 
6 mercy and peace, then Scripttire ſhall be no. ; 
; longer Scripture, nor God any longer God, 
who hath both threarned and cxecured the 


= . IS 
WM  Eontrary, There & nopeace, ſaith the Lord, 1 
.Y ts the wicked, Iſa. 48. ult, Hear this, O Je 1B 

_ that ſwallow ap the-needy! even to make the 


poor of the Land, to fail that jt may buy the 
poor for jilver , and the needy for a pair of ſhoes. 
Shall not the land tremble for this? and every © 
one mournthat dwelleth therein > Am, 8.4, 6, 
$. Righteouſneſs exatteth a nation; but Sinis 4 
a reproach to avy people, Prov, 14+ 34, Surely 
if the plaineſt Sci!prure, or the moft undeny- 
able experience, be of any Credit or Conſequence 
with us, we need noprophetical Revelations to 

cell us whicher we are finking, | 
4. Whether or no you are fighting for Chriſt 
or for Antichritt, Your eftate 15 Militant, and 
for one of thcſe.two you are fighting, * He that. 
5 net with me,ts apain(f me. But be ſure, M1 
chart and his Angels thall prevail, the Lamb 
will overcome the Beaſf, Therefore come out þ 
of her my People, that ye be nat partakgrs of 
her Sins, ard that ye receive not of her Plagnes, 
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I P/afues, Revs 18. 4. The impreſs is pres 
JF pared, the Y7ntage isat hand ; Wo! wo! wol 
J to 24bylos:; | 
Y 2}. Thethird Voice of the Rod to the Ene- 
I mies, is this ; /c cells then, that the Dregs of 
the Cup are like to come to their (hare, Pal. 
J'75.8. Por in the hand of the Lord there © a Cup, 
Jand the Wine# red, it 1s full of mixtare, and he 
Jponreth out of the ſame z, but the Dregs thereof, 
Yall the wicked of the earth 5hall wring them ont, 
$ard drink them, How full of Gall & Wormwood 
js every word in this Text ! 1» the hand of the 
J$Lord, This (hews that irrefitable power, thac 
Yſhall enforce ic; and the ſpeedy execution of it ; 
fic is in his hand, and (hall (ſhortly be ſer to their 
Imourhes ; there # 4 Cup, The meaſure which 
Ic hath appointed: *tis the full Doſe, not one 
ÞScruple, or Drop, to be abated them. And the 
Wine # red, 'Tis a bloody Cup : 7 8 Indigna-! 
tion. It # full of mixture, A compoſition of 
all kinds and degrees of wrath and miſery ; the 
Cup is not only full, butt che mixture is full £ ic 
\ Bs full of mixtures,” nothing left our, that may 3 
&xpreſs his cerrour, or their torment 5 it is full,, * 
nd complear vengeance, And he poureth out of _ 
he ſame, They (hall nor fip of ic only,” but 
all rake off their full draught, they ſhall be 
Kdrenchc with ic poured out, nor by drops, but 
ith a great G#ſh of wrath ; Bat the Dregs 
hireof, the Quinteflence of. its bitterneſs, the. 
ery ucmoſt gall'and venom of ir. Al! the 
picked of the earth; there hill notbne eſcape, 
wherher oprnly, or cloſely wicked ;' whoſoever 
$ hath' 
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| Th ePrice of the Red, *© F : _ 4 
hath not his name written in the Lamb's Book 
of Life, and his doors ſprinkled with the blood 
of the Paſſeover : though never ſo great in the 
world, or righteous in his own, or in the eye: 
of others; all the wicked of the earth, in al 
times, relations, conditions, or places of the 
earth, shall wringthemout, *Tis a Cup of their 
own mingling, they are treading the Wine-preſs 
themſelves; and this ſhall be the Worm that 
Conſcience ſhall gnaw them with, to all eterni 
ty ; that there is no more poured out, than they 
themſelves poured in: Their undoing, 1s thei 
own doing. Ah, Sinner / Every Sin, every Lye 
every Oath, eyery Luſt, every omiſſion of thy 
Dutie, every Idle word, every hour ſpent in an 
unconverted eſtate, laies on more weight, to 
ſqueeze our, and extort the bittereſt dregs offi” 
wrath and miſery, which thou muſt ſhortly drink kr 
up. Tremble then, ob Sinner 1} God 1s going ly 
the Round, wich his Cup of trembling ; though ke 
it come to our T able fn, be ſure, the botromP® 
{hall return on youu ; The time 75 come, thath® 
Tudgment muſt "At at the Houſe of God, and} © 
of ut firſt begin at us, what hall the end be 0 he 
them that obey not the Goſpel? 1 Pct. 4. 17.0? 
He that hath begun with us, ſhall ſooner or 
later, make an eng with you. 7» the day that 
{ hall wiſit the transgrefſions of 1(rael upon 
him, 1 will alſs viſit the altars of Bethel, and 
the horns of the altar shall be cut off, Am.3.14.Þ 
The cap-ive Ark , ſhall one Jay prove the utter 
rin of Dagox, For, thus ſaith the Lurd, Beeſ®* 
hold, they whoſe Tudgment was not to drink F, ; 
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he that halt altogether go unpuniched > thou 
ell *Þalt not go uupnni:hed, but thou shalt ſutely 
drink. of it, Jer. 49. 12, "Tis a ſad Omen to 
God's enemies,when he begins to fall foul with 
his Friends, Regoyce, and be glad, O daughter of 
Edom,that dwelleſt in the land of vz, the Cup 
alſo hall paſs through unto thee : thou 5halt 
be drunken, and shalt make thy ſelf naked; 
.viliLam. 4.21. Behold, the righicous rhall be 
recompenſed in the earth; tmnuch more the 
wicked, and the Sinner, Pcov.11. 31, Farr be ic 
W from me, to rejoyce at the thoughts of chat 
n{Judgment that attends thee; or to comfort my 
:oflſelf, with the hopes of that Tr:bulatron, that is 
offilike to be 'thine eternal Recompence, But 


\{knowing the terrour of the Lord , we pers. 


\ofliwade.men. God, who knoweth all things, 
\Rknoweth, that the defire of my very Soul is, 
[chat "thou mighr'ſt be ſaved ; that, of an cne= 
army > chou might't be made a friend ; my 
ad Prayer to God, is, that che thoughts of thy 
offibcarr may be forgiven thee 5 my delign is not 
0 Cry out upoti thee, but to cry out unto thee. 
ave your ſelves from this untoward genera- 


10#, AR, 5.40, I would nor, that fire ſhould 


hat chou might'ſt be as a fire-brand pluck*t out 


ing together here, in the womb of the earth, 
je might both paſs ſafe through the new birth } 
Pinner {_ this is all the harm and miſery Z wiſh 
e $ecy and all the happineſs I wiſh my lelf. © 
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ome down from Haven to conſume thee ; but zak g; 54. 


ff the burning. O' that, though we are ſtrug-_ 
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T he woice of the Rod. __ 
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that God would awaken thee, and cauſe thy lot” 
to fall with his own people! char God would: 


make this Cup thy bleſſing, and rot thy bane; 


thy purge, and not thy poiſon! chat he would 
open himſelf a door into thy Soul, before he ſhut 
and lock the door of Hell upon thee | 


© 4. The fourth errand of the Rod, to Gods 


Enemies, is, to tell them, That God will cer- 
tainly be too hard for them, Trouble, and an- 
Hvich shall make him afraid, they shall pre: 
vail agairft him, as a K'rg ready to the Battel « 
For he ſftretchath out hu hard ag ninff God, 


and ftrengtheneth himfelf againſt the Almigh.ſ 


ty. H: runneth upon him, even upon his neck, 


up on the thick biſſes of his bucklers, Job 15 -24[ 


25, 26, O, Sinner ! what ſtrange madneſs hath 
bewitched thee > Dareſt thay venture upon a 


and in. Earth > Thou (halt break, them with 

rod of iron; thos shalt dash thems in preces, lik, 
a Potters Veſſel, Pfal, 2, 9. 'Ah, poor worm 
Doſts thou think tb take God Priſoner, anc 


bind the Almighty-in chains ? Mhonld he arny, 
but the leaſt of his Creatures againſt thee, with 


a Commiſſion to exetute his wrath upon thee 
could*ſt thou Rand "before him ?. To what 


a Height was proud Hered come, before God i 


his Worrs updh him, eA. 12. 23, 'Hath Gal 


left himſelf without evident witneſs of his Powl -. 


er and Juſtice, eyen in this age #* Dow't youſ 
very Reaſon, and naturaf Conſcience, ſome 
times ſuggeſt ro you,'as once it did to'G amali 


If this Connſel; or LIL be of mey, it pil 
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The voice of the Rad. 
| come to novght ; but if it be of God, ye cannot | 
overthrow it ; leſ# haply ye be found, even to "£0 
\fght againſt God, Adt, 5.38, 39. We know, 
who will one day braiſe the Head, and wourt 
the hairy ſcalp of ſuch an one, as goeth on in 
| his treſpaſſes, Pſal. 68. 21, And for your 
farcher awakening, Conlider, and know, 
1. That God will be:too hard for your Pow- 
er: No weapon that is formed againſt thee, 
shall proſper : and every tongue that 5hall riſe 
againſt thee in Fudgment, thou shalt condemn, 
g this 1s the heritage of the ſervants of the Lord, 
Mf-and their righteou[neſs 18 of me, ſaiththe Lord, 
Ia.54+-17. He that.can ſet the Starrs in Bat- 
v] tel-array, and cauſe them to fight from Heaven 
MI :s their Courſes, againſt -his Enemics, Jade. = 
5. 20, He that hath Legions of Angels ac the by 
Command of a word, atth, 26,53. Hethat þ 
hath given thee all that power thou haſt, thy 
| life, and breath, and beeing, Att, 17.28, Will * 
YI not ſuch a God be too hard for thee ? Shall the 
'J dryed ſtubble contend with the whirlwind 2-« 
who would ſet the briers and thorns againſt me 
'3n battel > I would go through them, I would 
burn themtogether, lia, 27. 4. Well, Sinner ! 
as confident, and as bold as thou arr, chou ſhalc, 
| afcer a few moments more, know, againſt what 
4 irrefiſtable Rtrengch thou haſt ingageds and 
remember, thou haſt been warn'd, that eur God 
14 4 conſuming fire, Heb. 12. 29. R:member, 
: when thou arr crying to the Hills co cover thee 3 
when thou art roaring under the vengeance of 
& that God, againſt whom thou art now fight- 
S 3 ing 


""Yevole of * Rod. 


ing 3 When God is dealing dead Blows nl 
remember, that thou wert once warn'd ; nay, 
thou ſhalt remember ; there's one within. thee 
hall bear record to Gods patience, and ro mj 
| duty, and tq thy (ſhame and torment, that thot 
haſt becn fairly warn'd, When the Plagues of 4 
uſt God are raining in fire and brimſtone upon 
thee, and there,is no eſcape : when *tis too late 
to deliver thy Soul z then gemember the time 
that thou wouldſt not be perſwaded, 
3. God will be too hard for your Policy 
Aſſociate your ſelves, O ye people, and ye hall 
be broken in pieces, and groe ear, all ye of fa 
Countries. Gird your ſelves, aud ye shall bt 
broken in pieces ; the Counſel together, and ff yy 
#hall come to neught ſheak, the word, and iff ;« 
thall wot fland : for God %s with ws, la, 8]. 
9, 10. Aﬀociate your ſelyes, and take counſel 
t-gether; let the Aſſembly be full, a generalſſ; 
Convocation : Gird your ſelves in Oathandg 
Intereſt, as one man, and gird your ſelves again{},, 
riſt the Cords of Counſel, reviſe and red te 
co2nize your Debares and Reſults ; ; nay, ſpea Bw, 
the word, and yet it ſhall not ftand, for Godſc, 
15 Wigh us, God is an- All. ſeeing, andan Ally oh 
knowing, as well as an Almighty God. CannJ, 
ſel is mines nl ſound wiſdom, O am underftand an 
ing,1 have ſtrength, Prov. $, 14, The Decree th; 
of men are not in forc: abr God, till cheyſ qi, 
haye paſt under the Broad, Seal of Heavenf he: 
Counſel 5 mine, The Counſel that is nor ferchf} aq, 
from the God of Counſel, is Madneſs and Polly yo! 
and not Counſ:', 9 Sinner! lec me tell _” the 
tnol- 
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| chou haſt hired che D:vil for Counſel, with the -- 
_ Fees of thy Soul: / yer all thy Counſel ſhallprove 
$ thy Confuſion, when the Caf: ſhall be pleaded 
JF before the Judge of Quick and Dead, Remem- 
T ber Balaam's Parable, and tak? it for a Rule, 
i Surely there is no Enchantment againi# Facob, 
W neither is there any Divination againſt Iſracl, 
4 Numb, 23.23, hs hath hardened himſelf 4- 
g4inſt God, and hath proſpered? Job 9.4, As 
| Camhow be profper'd againſt his Brother ; ask 
MY the old World how they proſpered ; ask Pha- 
| ra0b ; ask Sodom and Gomorrah ; nay, askthe 
damned in Hell, whether they have proſpered 7 
whecher ever they were too hard for God ? and 
within a few years more, you may be able to 
tell me, could I come to ask you, that you have 
had as bad ſucceſs as any of theſe. 

5. The fifthand laſt Voice of the Rod, to 
the Erſemiesof God, is, to forewarn them, that 
God 1s making thort work with them, For, he 
will fimſh the work, and cut it short i» righ- 
4 reonſneſs': becauſe a short work will the Lord 
of make upon the earth, Rom. 9.28. Oh, thatT 
A could be heard, while your hearing cime holds ! 
oh, that now, at the eleyenth hour, I might pete 
#1\{wade you' to comeygnto the Lords Vineyard, 
dJ and labour with us this' one hour that is left , 
A that you may receive your penny with us ar 
et night 1 oh, that theſe parting knocks might be 
NJ heard 1 chat theſe laſt calls might have a willing 
MI and kind Anſwer 1 How doth my Sul long fot 
lygyou ?- Ah, Sirs ! *cwill be fad rep:nting in ano- 
ther warld ; -ryill be hard to bear what you cane 
; S 4 not 


"au 


i ds ws ot the WEEE Os DRIER T PAS: PE EE - : ng | | 
bo « a L #4 bs. "9 . a Fo. SILLS & Tas. Nev 5 - HE G es - > 
F 7 5 A . . d <p I , a. CY Y 7 VET : © $9 
os 4 l ' £ & "IM EA 4 BY. 1 ONE + 2 9 > 
6 » * by Y ® b, & * > : WD! 33% 5 WL 4 
« , « ” IT 2 TR ID OS 
ft & 
al . p | 
- L a 


id 4 > " RCS>5 $5 
8 (Ng, 47 7% EL ” - 4 FBE 
7 ety 5 L "o L . A, 
; —_ By 


NY 
2454 L4 


75 
\ WP. 4A 


” he 
oY #5 MS. 
"4 F 


"6 
þ ns, - 
EG 
3k 
S 
[ab 


| VT 4+ 


+ Rog? __ 4 " 


F 5 65 +24 *D % 07S -_ - - 1s WED : iy Arn heh it 87S Tx” 7 mY 53% (£0 
To * : x , 5 | ot. Brews" we 8 5. 62. ">. 
&e s o % Rp ' F be 
-F by b : 
T ht worce of the Ro . 
TE SORES” "S F<: © es, 


"4 
. 


1 ah not then. avoid. Oh, that I could wiſh you, or. 


weep you, and pray you into Covenant with 

Chii(t 1 A lictle while longer, and you will wiſh 

as I do, -O that 1-had been wife, while 1 might 

have been happy ! oh, that I bad been comtiſelled, 

and ruf'd by thoſe that wisht my Soul well, even 

as thetr own Souls 1 A few Sports '\more, Sin- 

ner, and then thou ſhale play thy laſt Game. 
Deccive and flatter thy ſelf a little longer, and 

then thou ſhalt be undeceived for ever. $corn 

vs, mock us, perſecute us a lictle longer ; and 

then thou ſhalt ſcorn us no more, thou : ſhalt 

mock nor peiſecute no-more for eyer, Be wiſe 

wow therefore, O ye Kings, and be inſtrutted y6 

Judges of the Earth ; ſerve the Lord with fear, 

end rejpyce with trembling. Kiſs the Son, leſi 

he be angry, and ye ptrich from the way + When 

his wraih is kindled byt a little: Bleſſed are all 

they that put their truſt in him, Þſal, 2..10, 

11,12. The Lords wrath 1s kindled,, and that 

not alittle ; {isrime to Kils the .Son,, But, Will 

you,kif, him, as J#das kiſg'd his Maſter? Wo, 

wo, be to thee ; jt had been good, for-thee, if 

* thou had(t never been born, Oh, how (hall 1 
beſpeak thee! how (hall I awaken, thee 1,;yhat 

meaneſt thous O sleeper +, Ariſe, call. upon thy 
Gem God. The Cloud hapgs/Elack and heavy over 
Bople,and thee, full of the wrath of.God 3 Warrs and Tu- 
Country's mults, and Eapines, abroad - Poverty/and Peſtj- 


fake, 1 on- lence, Murmurings, Hearr=-burnings, Jealouſies 
with © and Fears, at home. Miſery and Rujn ſeem tc 
Pang be driving at us, as Jeba.towa ds Frzreet,; Who 
WF ifes, £00 Ws What Delol: pions 2 year bpizwg-woks 
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- The FPoice of the Rod, "Y 
J may-produge?. who can well what a day may* 
' bring forth” The fire hach-entred your 'dwel= 
*lings, and will: you 'burn-in your B:ds'? -God 
hath claſhrt the Bells of Niture, nay, and over- 
turn'd the Bells of Aaron roo, and can none 
of theſe things affect us? oh that God/ would 
now. drive home and faſten .theſe Nails upon 
| you! that he would graciouſly: perſwade you to 
| hear che Rodz *and him who hathappointed ir. 
| - Proceedwe how to anſwer one Query briefly; 
| How to Judge of the particular Voice of this or 
of that particular Rod, And that 1 may commend 
; 
: 


Pl. 


the praCtice of chis Search to you, give me leave 

to premite theſe three or four Incentives, 
: I. *I 4 an excellent. wayto gain by the Rod. 
31 Though. the B1/m be 'neyer ſo Soveraien and 
#| good; ' yet if the Patient knowes not! how” or 
I] where ro apply it, it is never like to eff:&-the 
| cure, Correction without inſtruction is the way 
ti to'harden, not toreform, This ſeems tobe one 
main cauſe-why God was even weary of ſmiting 
| tſrael, There was' no end in it z ye will revolt 
if} yore and more. The more I ftrike, the more ye 
i] revolt ;-I may ftrike you dead, and all will be 4 
if otic. The: xeaſon is, 1ſrael doth not know, my = 
byl people doth not con(ider, \Iſa. 1. .3. Therefore | 
er} Daftrine mult go with Reproef, and Inſtrattix 
en 1 riphteanſutſs with carreftion ; then both 
the. Word,;'and the Rod will bg profitable and 
ſucceſsful,Chriftian t this is the way toturn chy 
ſaddeſt lofles to thy beſt adyantage ; To extract 
Ex vipera . theriacan, ot of poyſon an Antie 
gore againſt poyſon:; Toturn Egypriancagainſt 
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1ay5;, this is the art and happineſsof a 


Egypt | 
Chriſtian, To ſet his loſſes, his hazeards, his 
crolics, his miſeries, nay, death ic ſelf, among 
his richeſt gains, —_ 

2.*Ti 4 notable courſe to make the yoak. 
eaſier. Woat's that makes any caſc grieyous 
or deſperate, but this, when we know not 
how to helpic? How doth it crouble and dif 
quiet you, when a friend is angry', .and you 
know not why or wherefore ? orhow .to goa- 
bout to reconcile him 2 Onely this you know, 
that he will not be angry without great and juſt 
cauſe. The knowledgeof the Cauſe is alway the 
firſt direR ep co the Cure. You will never go 
chearfully under the yoak, as long as you go in 
the dark as to the end and meaning of it, 

3. 'Tisa ſpecial means to improve your Ex. 

zence, and to ſtrengthen your watch. This 
will bring thee becrer acquainted with all <he 


falſe corners and Cazes, the windings and e- 


enders of thy heart-and life, When you have 
not only bin taught or threatned, but whipr out 
of an errour, it will bea good token with you 


25 long as you live. What you haye once ſenſfi- 


bly ſmarced for, you will the more carefull 
watch againſt. .The reaſon why we areat ſuc 
loſſes. in' thoſe Circumſtancials, wherein the 
Word is filent, is, becauſe we havenort obſerved 
_ norunderftood the Rule, wherein the Rod hath 
' " ſpokenimore plainly, The. Rod is the Feſt in 
Gods hands; whereby ſomerimes he teacheth his 
children:to ſpell his ward. The Theovre of any 
art is nat {o throughly. underſtood, titl the Pr4- 


ice 
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3 "The woice of the Rgd... 
_ tice make it familiar. Your Coltly experiences 


will be your ſtanding experieaces, Oh what a 
Raff will this be in your hands, when you are 
ſtaggering and halting berween Faith and Rea- 
ſon ! when conſcience (hall Rand up and urge 
you with. former experiences, This way 1 dare 
not adyenture on, God hath met w.th me 
here already, and convinc'd me that it is out of 
my way; the laſt cime I was wandring in this 
or the like unwarrantable pach, 1 ſadly remem- 
ber what frowns were given me, and how dear 
ic coſt me;z and $should I be found in rhe ſame 
or the like way again, will he not make me re- 
member ir as long as liye ? and leave. ſuch a 


mark on me as Shall cauſe metogo limping and - 


lamenting to my grave ? | 

4. *T1s the only way ta have the affliftion re- 
mov'd with advantage, Suppoſe, now God js 
afliting thee in thy Health, or Liberty, or in 


| thy worldly Deſignes or Hopes : It's not thy ots 


dinary courſe in ſuch a caſe, to find out and re- 
move the immediace and natural cauſe of it + 


. if this be accompliſhed, and the effet, which 


troubled thee, ccaſe, thou rejoyceſt and come 
mendeſt thy courſe, and by and by all isforgot- 
ten; the wound is cur'd, and all is well,and the 
Plaiſter laid up for the next like occafione thus 
the Rod. loſeth ics end, .and doth but ſtop | chee 
in thy way, not turn thee out of thy way s and 


hence it follows, that if God intend thee any - 
good, he 'muft ſend ſtronger meſſengers after 


thee, which, it may be, are forc't to knock thee 


down beforc thoy wilt yield, But ſuppoſe chat 


| God 
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God hiould leave thee to thy own coutſe, to.re- -. 


_ "move natural evils with natural Remedies, and 
-to-lok no - higher ; unto what a diſtance from 


God wouldſt thott i in a ſhort time wander? Nay, . 


though thou acknowledgeſt thy fin in the gene= 


ral, of in many principal or particular branches - 


of ir, and indeavoureſt. to.humble thy ſoul in 
truth before God ; yer if that eMchas the chief 
- Author of the preſent diſpleaſure be not found 
outand cx:cuted according to the law of God, 

thotr art as lyable ſtill, to che ſame miſcarriage, 
"arid to'the ſame >MiRion, as ever thou were be 
fore. - Though the Rod'may have wrought ſome 
good of thee, yer ic hath not reacht chat geod, 

Lec rhis ſerye'to move you unto the Duty, 
through the bleſsing of. him that watereth the 
Farrows of Ston, and cauſeth his people to pro- 
fie; /1-come now to anſwer unto this great and 
nceefſatie Query. - . 

To be petemptory, or: poſitiye in this caſe is 
dangeroiis. Gods' waies are ſometimes in the 
dark: his counſels are a great deep, where it 
may'be as unſafe for us to ſeek him, as it isim- 
poſſible ro find him. 'Yer Iam not leading y 
intoa Labyrinth of endleſs or fruitleſs © Lan 
noriijntroducing unto the contemplation of a P/a.. 
ronich Idea, nor about to perſwade you toturn 
Oracles-to your ſelyes, That which I have to 


propoſe is not intended to diſtra& thee, bur to 


dire thee, ' Here is. certainly a Pearl of great 
-hid s a Gemme-of infinite. yalue z Dige, 
and thou (halt find it;” find it, 'and ic (hall en- 


wich chee both in- this world, .and ina betrey, 
741, ; And 


by. 


m—_ am + a R 4 a=- 


% 


Eo. >” TMPW PR 
; And as you hope to underftand the Connſthof - +» 
* God in this buſineſs,ſet' your ſelves with-allpoſs, 3 
ſible ſeriouſneſs and impartialicy to ſeek it of * 


God in the diligent uſe of theſe, and any other 
Di:e&ions that ſhall from God be ſuggeſted ts. 


» tall FE 7 


Eq 


I; 


ce 


% 


thee, 
I. Confider what were thy laſt miſcarriages, 
Deal with thy ſelf as Phylicians are wont to do 


| With their Patients, Y/hat was the laſt diet you 


fed upon 2 Poſs)jbly; there may be ſomerhing in 
the Nature, the Quality or quantity of it, which 
may produce ſuch a diſtemper, Was there no 
diſtaſte or diſlike in the Rtomack ar, or immedi- 
ately after,the reception of ir2 No ReluQtance 


or doubting in conſcience about any thing you, 


haye lately done, or ſpoken, or purpoſed, or 
adviſed, or omitted 2 Sometimes,God is pleafed 
to intimate his diſpleaſure by his Rodin the fi: (t 
Rep of our departure from him, He chat hach 
commanded us ro call upon him while he is near, 


ts ſometimes pleaſed to obſerve his own Law, - 


and calls upon us while weare near, to reckon 


' with us while it is hot : before we are gone our 


of hearing, as it were. T need not heap up Scrip- 
tu: e-inſtances to this purpoſe daily experience 
is ſufficient evidence, | 

2, What are the era tations of thy conſcience? 
Is there nothing, that Conſcience doth beginto 
accuſe thee of ? that thou could wiſh had been 
done, orleft todoing > When David hadnums 
bred the people, ſee how conſcience did preſent- 
Jy begin to. work within him, Hi heart ſmote 
him, 2 Sam, 24. 10, What eyer thou doe, 
rake 
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4 * trakeheedof oyerlaying thy conſcience,or ft fling 

| the operations of it: If thislye ſpeechleſs in ſuch * 
a caſe, irs2 figne the diſeaſe is dangerous : when, 
the Stomack is overcharged, either in Quantity 
or Qu2liry,it loatheth the very thoughts of meats 
bur eſpecially of chat,- whereon it ſurfeired. Jy 
Sint ever before me, ſaies Damid. Pſal. 51.3. 
"Tis rrue the fin of his nature comes into his 
thoughts, as the root and ſpawn of all the reſt ; 
buc *ris this particular guilt, thatalwaics returns 
_ its ealhly and dreadful aggravations upon 

Im; 

3. Sometimes the Puniſhment bears reſem- 
blance with the'Sin, Suffering is the Off=ſpring 
of fin ; and oftenitmes it begers children in its | 
own likeneſs, God lormetimes deals with us Lege | 
T altonis, and rcquicerh us like for like, Sohe | , 
dealt with Apag, 1 Sem, 15.33. As thyſword ; 
hath made women childleſs, (o ſhall thy mather | . 
be childleſs among women, Such was that Judge 
ment of God on thole Sodomyntes the Apoſtle c 

d 


ſpeaks of, Rom. 1.27, Receiving in themſelves 
that recompence of thei errour which was meet, 
He mered out a puniſhment ,; that ſhould ſuir 
with their impiety, and made their very fin to | ,, 
be-rtheir ſnare, Thus he doth often, .as it were, FX 
write our accuſation on our croſs, and canſe the | - 
ſuffering to bear the very picture of the Sin, |, 
Nay, after this manner God dcalt with David "I 
himſelf: When he began to glory in, or to |, 
rruft ro,the multicude and ſtrengeh of his forces; | > 
God ſhortned them by ſeventy thouſand men, 
2 8am, 24, 15. So-when he had finned by A- 
oy h dultery - 


dultery and Murder: Murder and Adultery was  _* 
his puniſhment, 2 Sams, 12.10, 11, Thus alſo 


God met with Aþab, 1: Kring. 21. 19. But to 


mention-no more : this is one of the commoneſt 


and cleareſt Rules we have to judge by in this 
caſe, Hath God croft thee in any of thy delights? 
Conſider whether thy delight were lawful in 
its ſelf and in us circumſtances, or the uſe of ir, 
moderateand ſubordinate, Hath he fſr1itten thee 
in ſome dear Relation ? Confider whether it 
had not too much of thine heart, or of thy time, 
thy care, or fond Indulgence. Hath he afflicted 
thee in apy part of thy Body > Confider how 


thy Body { or, it may be, that part eſpecially) 


hath been employed either co Gods honour or 
diſhonour, Haſt thou met wich any fruſtration, 
danger, or evil ſucceſs in thy enterprize ? Con. 
fider what were thy ends. Of whom didft chow 
ask counſel ? or crave alsiſtance 2 See whether 
there be noc ſome offence near thee, of which 
thy puniſhment may claim parentage, The firſt 
Queſtion we uſe co ask the Patient is this, Where 
doth your pain lie z Wherein are you gricved 
molt 2 And then examine,whether chat parc be 
not ſuffering under irs own guile, Ic may be 
thou art in a languiſhing, pining caſey\under 
ſom hereditary diſtemper , and haſt alwayes 
ſomthing to complain of, Why, may not God 
then be preſenting to thee the Condition of thy 
Soul by the eſtate of the body, and v'ificing for 
the fin of thy cnfſtome or Conſtitucion ? When 
God enters into a Courſe of Phyfick with thee, 
ns an Argument that the diſeaſe is rooted in 

thee, 


+ 


Then vorce of the, Rod. 


| 5d thee; andile me-add this as a ſure __ by thie 
way. Every Afﬀition: hath a general, if not a 


ſpecial eze and aume atithy moſt beloved, habi. 
tuated, or  accuitomed S1n, Though particular 
miſcarriages be ofren times attended with par= 
ticular correRions; -yet both, it may be, are 
properly reducible unto-chy maſter-L{t, 'the (in 


that doth ſo cafily beſer thee, as the roor of all: _ 


fer one and the ſame ſm may diſcover 1ts ſelf di- 
verſe waics, that feem' aliene from ics own na« 
ture, For ;luRracion rake this plain example. A 
man that is naturally Scorbatical, and lics mee 
the Phyfitians hands for that diſeaſe, _but while 
chis is under cure, he falls into a Feaver, or Plu. 
' riſie , or Drophe, or the like; unto which the 
Phyſician appli:s his art diverfly; yer in all he 
does, hath a due. reſpect unto the former and 
great infirmicy, which isas the fountairr of the 
reſt, and creates him ali this toyl, aid variety of 
Mechods and Compoſitions, Hence conclude 

en, that he that is ner acquainted with h's 
Maſter-fry the King.or Prince of his corrupti. 
onszis not 1iKe to go farr, With any ſucceſs or re= 
al advantage, in bis ſearch, 

4. It may 'be Ged afflifts thee for preveation 
of a worſe evil, I will hedge up thy way with 
thorns, and make a wall that ſhe ſhall not find 
her pathes. Hoſe. 2.6, God will ſet thorns in 
his ſheeps paths, ro keep them froin breaking 
from him, This was the courſe God took with 
St. Pal, 2 (or, 12.7. Lefi I ſhould be exalted 
above meaſure through the abundance of the 


Pevelations., there was given ro me a thorn in Pu 
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| /eft] ſhould be exalted above meaſure. God ſees * 
ſometimes that proſpericy would hurc us, eaſe and © 

- worldly contents would' prove ſnatesto us; and 


therefore in mercy he may deny or remove them, 
It-may be,that God is fi:ting thee for ſome mote 
than-ordinary mercy, and laying the foundati- 
of for ſome fair building; if fo, maryail not, 


nay, berhink it not} if he digg deep in thee,” 


5. Conſider, what i thy Patience under the 


Rod: An impatient high colour, and the thick 
and cager beacing of the Pulſe of thy complaints ©. ,, 
-are the Symproms of a F:ayerg and gives cauſe 


tothink that unbelief and impatience is, at leaſt, 


wich another. Wonder not to ſee God ſetting nes, 
his weak-children on their leggs and' reaching 
them to go, .though-they be froward and unwile 
ling, He knowes thar exerciſe is the way to be- 

oct and.co ſtrengthen habics, If thou wouldſt 
that God ſhould give over his affliting,' thou 
muſt learn-to give over thy fretting, The qui= 

er Parjent 1s eitherthe moſt hopeful, or the moſt 
deſperate Patient. "Ln 

-6. It may be Gods deſign us only or chiefly for 
thy tryal, To diſcover to thy ſelf chat which 
was. hid , whether it be grace or corruption. 


Though fin be ever( at leaſt) the remote cauſe 

frhe Rod, yer it is not alway the main: Cauſe; 

hough it becum can;d, yetnot alway incancd,” 

either hath this man ſinned, nor hu parents + 

Put tbat the works of God "2 be made wr | 
| T e 
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an Aſiſtent, if not the Principal cauſe, 'Tis an Pellus ade 
ordinary thing with God, to drive out one hear jgnibus ig 


HF 


-” and hibparents were-finners, both einatyand 
\ a, Go 

© aCtually - but char 'was not it, for which Sy 
man wasborn blind: 


felf, and gertup ro the Mount with God. Prayer 


| ay be Rod.” 7 ; 
FA Doaef beBiie thin 


7. Gorand asR it of God by prayer. No man 
in heaven nor in earch is able or worthy to open; 
this Book, unleſs the Lyon of the cribe of Fadah: 
do.i7. Prayer iS the' Key to open theſe Adyta 
Temp!t, the ſecrets and Myſteries of the Spirits 
the deep countells of Providence, O the depth of 
the riches both of the wiſdome and knowledge of 
God t how unſearchable are his judgments, and} 
his wates paſt finding out ! For who hathknown 
the mind of the Lord, or who hath been his conns« 
ſeller > Rom. 11.33,34. O then ! go out of thy 


hath' che Promiſe to quicken and encourage it, « 
Jam. 1.5. Spread thy caſe before him z bewaill * 
thy Ignorance to hims draw up thy affeRions| 1 
LO a reſolved and pragtical ſubmiſſion to what. Þ! 
ſoevyer he thall convince thee of 5 and conclude 4 
all with holyi Job ,chap. 6 24. Teach me, and| | 
I will hold my tougue': and cauſe me to widths < 
gh wherein 1 have erred, ; 
h 


[ come now to conclude all with a little 
Application. And I ſhall be very brief here, be- 
cauſe the-do&rinal part hath been moltly pra | V 
&tical, Well Sirs! It the Lords Rod be no dumb] #- 
Rod, and this be the voice 'and language of 1 it,| 7 
"—" | 1y« 

. This Informs us'of a threefold Miſtake. 

I, | They are miſtaken ,, that queſtion Gods 
Providence, And they ſay, how doth God Wow f 
and lic 


» 


and is there knowledge 1n the m:ſt 


. 
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73. 11, Nay, it ſeems that the Pfalmift bituft 


\ almoſt ready tO think {0 ro, Verity Py þ XY 8 | LS 
C 4: *Jg 


leanſed my heart in vain, ver. 13, Vutil I'went 
znto the Santtnuary of God, then anderftool' 
their end, ver, 17. Which argues that he was 
miſtaken before « till. chen, he underſtood noc 
the myRery. He could not perceive thoſe inner 
wheels,that ſecret Thred of Providence, which 


.xuns through all thetrans&ions,counſells,eftates 
and defigns of men, And is not this almoft your - 


Caſe, my Brethren ? that you are -ready ro fay 
wich that wicked Meſſenger 2 King, 6.33. The 
evil is of the Lord, what ſhould I wait for the 
Lord any longer 4 Though you acknowledg the- 
divine Providence in its Eſe,yet know nor how 
to ſubſcribe or ſubmit ro it in its Operars, You 
ſce that it is the Lords doing, and it is not only 
, mavellous : bur grievous, as thorns in your eyes 
and hereupon the unbelieving, impatient hearc 
is begetting ahd harbouring hard thoughts of 
God, Becauſe you can*; 'reach'the other end of 
his unſearchable Counſells,are apt to cenſure his 
Care or his Power, as if he were a God that 
had forgotten to be gracious, or unable to deli- 
ver. God bath forſaken him; perſecate him,and 
take him x for there ts none to deliver him, Pſal. 
71,11. What / is there none to deliver > Have 


{you cut the Reras in Gods hand > Have you got- 


fen the Brid/e into your teeth > Will you indeed 


ods 


perſecate and take him ?' Ay, but whatif you be 


»w{miſtaken'? What if the Sampſon of your Cons 
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dehice ſhould but mock with you ? what if the 
. 5 T3 dyided 
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716 * Tho woice "eh he Red. EO 
aw | Sudat 3 \ Gould roul her wayes together 2 . 
'” » » gain? Butthe ſalvation of the righteous 1s of 
the Lord: he is their frength inthe time +. 
trouble. And the Lord ſhall help them, ang. d 
liver then : be ſhall deliver them from the 3, 
ed, and ſave them becauſe they truſt in 0 
Pſal. 37.39,40. 
2+ They arc miſflaken, that transferr the cauſe 
of the Rod from themſelves, When the guilt of 
fig appears in the puniſhment of it; Nature it 
Felf ſeems. aſham'd to own it, Then zt 2 not I,* 
and zt 3s not 7, The Forman which thou gayeſt me, . 
ſaics the man : the Serpert, ſaies the woman, 
Thou arc hethat troubleth zſrael, ſaies Ahab to. 
Elijah : I have not troubled Iſrael, ſaies Elijah, 
bat thou and thy Fathers honſe (more likely in- 
deed) in that ye have forſaken the commandments 
of the Lord, and thou haſt followed Baalim, 
Ws - King. 18.17, 18. Well Sirs 1 "cis in vain to 
oo (huMle and collude with God and Conſcience, 
p The, Burden of England is very heavy : our 
wound is grievous and general; we are ina bleed- 
ing, ga ping, dying caſe; the whole Camp is dif. | | 
quieted, for the judgments of God are among | « 
us, and the glory of England is departing: God | t 
0 


will ſhortly ; diſcoyer where the faulr lies; and 
whoand what 1t 1s, that hath croubled vs, "Tis 
in vain to plead, Not guilty before God, For all 
have ſinued, and come ſhort of the Glory of God. 
Rom. 3.2 3- 'Tis trie, there are thoſe 4A chink 
themſclyes withour ſin, and ac leaft without any 
confiderable guilt in this, evil, and rake up the| 
Stones co caſt at is; But: yhen once Conſcience] 
uf 
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is amakened as theirs was, fog. 8.9; they it 51 bs, 
gih to be aſhamedg;The #/i/eman tells ofa woman. 
that eateth, and wipeth. ber mouth and "ſaith, r F. "oj 
"have done no wickedneſs, Pro, 39. 20, and yet (he © -F 

- 15 convicted for an adul:erou3 woman : Nay, it is *, #4 
given asthe mark of an Adultere(s,fo to do, Godis | 
- Not wont to cut his Plaiſter larger than the wound: oe 
the Rod will cell us where the guilt lies, Yet where 37 
che wound ſmarts moſt, there is moſt fign of lifeand > 7 

_ hope of a cure : chat, part that is moſt dangerouſly oy 

* | ©$angrenated js leaft ſenſible, till it comes to'cante= .* ©. 

| .niGing; or deciſion, Oh chat God would convince _ _* 3 
| England of her fickneſs, and cauſe her'to ſ:e hey» 

\ | wound, before it become utcerly incurable ! 

| - 3- Theyarealſo miſtaken,chat apply themſelves 

| to 22direft means tobe healed, Good men as well as 

+ | badare ſometimes guilty in thiskind + it was 'Aſa's = 

fin 2 Chroy, 16. 12+ + [n bis diſeaſe he ſought not 

> | to the Lord, but to the Phyſitians, When Ephraing 

| ſaw hs fickneſs, and Tudah ſam bu wounds, then 

r | went Ephraimto the Aſſyrian, aud ſent to King 
Fareb : yet could he not heal you, nor Cure you of 


- | your wound, Hoſ. 5.13. They ſaw onely the wound 

» | of their diſeaſe, not the cauſe of ic; and this led 

d | them the wrong way to the cure: ſo, Fer. 44.17,18, 

d | We will certainly do whatſoever thing goethforth 
s| ont of our own mouth, to burn incenſe to the Queen 

{| of Heaven, and to ponr out drink» offerings unto her,  _ 
[| as we have doxe, we and our fathirs, our Kings and E 
k} oxr Princes in the Cities of Judah, and in theſtreets 

y] of Jeruſalem; For then had we pee of vituals 

el ard were well, and ſaw no evil ; but fence we left off 

el 10 baru incenſe to the Lxcen of Heaven, and to 

5] 43 pour 
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wh by the } Arg 'I; het the 
Frhe Generation of o our dai ies ? 


"Zion with. lood, ang. 
Mill recutn to our Haſs and Hatins , to our old Sus 
. ' perſtirign. and prophnneſs, tor then we were well 
"» ., 2nd ſaw noevil : but fince there hath becn ſo much 


=” "walking, 
S6Gincl:; 
one thing we would have, Oh *cwere o00d. dajes 
"whenboth Prieſt and People were 2orced to fall in- 
to.rhe. Ditch together , when Sabbath-daics were 
'dZies of ſport and recreation, and Pardons might 
Þe had chrovgh the hands of other Meditator s, and 
viola, the price of a luſt, Bur ſce what follows, 
Ur,21 The incenſe ye that burnt in the cities of 
Tatah andi in the ſtreets of Jeruſ. alem, ye and your 
fathers, your K'ngs and your Princes and the people 


game it not into his mind \ſo that the Lord could no 
I longer. bear becauſe of the evil of your doing!?, Be= 
= cauſe ye have burnt incenſe,and becauſe yt have þ firm 
"ped againſt the Lord, &c. therefore this evil. tshap - 
eved unto you as at TP day, Jer. 44.2 1.15 yourre- 
Went the cauſe of yo!r Plaguesthe rational courſe 
to prevent them? will a ſecond draught of the ſame. 
Poyſon. antido e the firſt 2 The children of Iſrael 
have done evil iumy Bght ſaith the L1d they haye 


[Inte it , «ng they havt built the 


by 77 name topo! 
4 g's high 


—- 


in " He TE hes Hes. 
and have been's 5, , ed 4 6 ſword and. 
jpuageand praQtice | 
. bh” KT. That meaſure their. ! 

#914, 'E Religion by their B les, 2nd would fain build up 
| eruſalens with iniquity, We 


"preaching , and ſuch ſtrong lighc, ſuch circumſpe&t, 
and evidence of. the ſpirit and power of; 
wwe have wanted all things, at leaſt that. 


of the lard, did not the Lord remember them, aud 


{et their abomivations 1 19 the houſe, which t called 
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Samaritans, they fear the-Lord and a Way 
dels, They are gon with the Day ro:;his vomit | 


Therefore, behold the. dares come, aith the Lord, FS 


that it (hall no more be called Tophet, nor the vb 
ley of the Son of Hinnomz but the walley of ſlaug= 

ter, Jer, 7.31,'32. When we turn | Gods Bethel 
to a Bethaven, his. houſe of Prayer to/a'den'of 
I Thieves : it will cauſe, God t9 turn ouriHTephzibah 
| into. an Ace/dama, a land of delights coa field of 


Blood... Till the true cauſe be diſcovered;  acknows + 


ledged,and removed, we are fatr enough from/the 
Cure, \The nature of che cauſe might dire&uscoche 
I means © If it be fin thathath auile the wound; who 
| (hall, heal jr,, but he chat hagh authoriy'to forgive 
fin, and to. cleanic 5 from all vnarighteouſneſ(s? For 
thus (aiththe Lord, thy braiſe is ; wncurable; and 
thy wound 1,,g-ievous,: theres none toiplead it 
cauſe &c, All thy lovers, have forſaken thee, they 
ſeek thee not,Fer.3o.12,&c, Thy wound is in cut- 
| avle wich man; for few chere are that underſtand, 
none/thaz can remoye it-in ics: Cauſe or effeRs, Thy 
Lovers, thy Confederates,- whole Afliftance thou 
crayeſt and depende(t on,will prove but Frg-[eaves, 
not Shields co thee, For I have wannded thee with 
the wound of 4n enemy, Thou wilt find that theie 
Beds are (h 


than cauſt wrap thy ſelf un them, 1ſa, 28,20. the 
Abomination of thy Pcayers and Sacrifices will nc- 
yer reconcile that God thay is in controverfie with 
theſe thy Abominations; 'Fhe multicude of thy Ore 
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orter than that thou can$t ftiretch thy 
ſelf outhem, and the Coverings narrower than that . 


he will do-it in his own way, and on his owr-terms: 


are not, theſe will not be, thy Saviours, 


God hath becn nowa long time with'yarious Com- 
ments and glofles expounding it ro you. And now, 
my B-ethren,I am come in the name of God,to drive 


while driving at. Oh thar theſe Jaſt blows might do 
2 the work on-you ! thar God may nort'take up the 
F ' Hammer and drive a-Jael's.najl at your yery heart, 
chat I may leave it at laſt as nails faſtned by the 


3 the exhortation in the text 1t ſelf, Hear ye the Rod; 
5 and | fhall ſay no more, T can ſay-no'mare, bur to 
bs. urge you with this D-lemma. Either you will hear, 
or elſe you will not hear. Now giye me leaveto 


as thoſe that, are not like ro be called 'upbn much 
longer, God is c:yingto you, Friends,for his pack- 
ing penny; the eleventh hour is come, an ſome of 


refuſe but a lictle longer, and you ſhall fever have 


the « #:r morg, Oh ! chat our words ang wiſhes and 
tears might now at laſf preyail wich you1 


= . thou muſt fart compound with him and ſubmit'to 
"2 him, Oh take heed of running tothy own wicts, 
or righteouſneſs, of reſting on thy own duties , or | 
innocency, or goodnels of thy cauſe for help: Theſe © 


fe 2 Suffer the word of Exhortation. . You have heard 
: that the Rod hath a Yoice, and what this-yoice is;_ 


home the Nail co the head, that I have bin all this 
Zo 12-1! Maſters of Aﬀemblics, Theſpirirof God hath fram'd} 


- tell you, and take it as ſome of my parting words Y 
h.s !alt meſſengers are ſenc, for your 'Jaſt anſwer; | 


1 If 


'God that can help chee: and if ever he do itybe ſure } 
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{# you hall ſurely feel the Rod in the” vengeance and» ks 
| curſe of it, Hear ye deaf, and lock ye Hind that ye "7 
may ſee;who u blind but my ſervant and who u deaf 
as my Meſſenger that I ſeut?Iſ4,42,10,%c.B ut this 7 
' 254 people robbed and ſpryled; they are all of them 
fnared 1 hs!es, and they are hid in priſe on-houſes, ; E- % 
they are for a prey and none deltvereth, for a ſpoyl 
and none ſaith, Reſtore, ho among you will pive api 0 
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| to this > Who will hearken and bear for the time ta © 
come? ver. 22.23, Therefore he hath poured upon 
hin the fury of his anger,aud the Strength of Burel, £N 
- and it hath ſet him on fire ronnd about, yet he knew ** 
| #1 not and it burned him, yet he laid it not tolieart, 
| ver, 5. Sinner} doſt chou think char God will leave” +8 
| chee thus? Hath he threatned ches, and ſhaken the pu 
| Rod at theeg1nd ſhalt thou eſcap® ſo? Hath he made 

| all cheſe dreadful preparations of wrath onely 3»'ters 

| yoremy © affrighcen thee 7 Wilt thou once moretry 
| whether he be 1n-carneſt or nc?” Ts thy ſorrow ſhale | 
4 thou try it, and find it, when” the irreverfible curſe,” 
) 


of God hath faftned on. thee, when the Fire and 
Brimſtone of divine and unexpiable vengeance is 
»| fmoaking about thine ears, thou (hale know that he 
>| was'incarneft, When God ſhall daſh the potrsof. ©. 
»| thy higheſt Hopes and deareſt Comforts, inpieces; ©» £ 
h] whenthe bitter dreggs of the Cup of trembling are K 
-| atthy noſe and mult paſs through chee': when thou 
t] ſhak long for death, and curſe 'the day that ever 
31 thou wert born,then ſhalt thou know in whoſe hand 
&| the Rod is. If ye will not hear theſe words, | ſwear 
d- by my ſelf, ſaith the Lord,that this Houſe ſhall be- 
core 4 deſolation, Ter, 22.5, O hear thisand _ 
| = 


ow 
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I ; 7P fayzIf thou art reſoly*d to run the Risk with God 


deflation, me LY = deftruBtion. Vi Gall 


thou mayeſt, Rejoyce, O young man, 1n thy youth, 
and let thy heart cheer thee in the daies of thy yoath, 


and walk, in ” wates of thine heart,and in tbe ſig hr. 
_ of thine eyes: but know that for all heſ e things G od 
will bring- thee into Tudgement,Eccleſ. 11.9. Thou 


may} eojoy a merry day or two, it:may be a few 
merry years' more; but then, reſolve to bid thy joys 
farewell for eyer ! O thatſome ſuch thoughts as theſe 
” might awaken thee before ir be too Jace! | 
2,If 0 willchus hear the Rod,you may be ſure of 
Arengch to bear it. Enclixe e your ear, come unto me 
bear and your ſoul ſhall Irve,Iſa,s 5.3. What death 
'ſoever theratens you; what dangers ſoever arc im- 
; prodeny gyer you; whoſoeyer die, be ſure, you ſhall 
 live.You ſhall ltye evenin death itsſelf;for your Soul 
ſhall 'ive. There hath no temptation taken Jouglaics 
the Apoſtle, : and there $hall no temptation take you, 
but ſuch as is common to man, But God is faithful, 
"who will; not ſuffer yoa to be tempted above what 
you Are able, but will with the temptation alſo makg 
a way to eſcape that Fa nap be ablete bear it, 1 (or, 
©.13. When God ſees his children, willing to cy 
+ her to their urmoſt, he will. never put chem upon 
EN 3h they hall be. enabled to wade. through 
with comfort, Rejoyce not againſt, me, o mine enemy 
when 1 fall 1ſnall ariſe; when1 fit in darneſs, the 


Lord ſhall be a light unto me, Mic, 7.8, What (hall - 


I ay? All che comfort in che 'God of comfort is in- 
gaged with the: If thou arc willing. to take up thy 
Croſs, andio own thy ry under all; its difficulties; 
Ne 


. 
>< o@® CORY 
a————— x 


== Vw, Y GY Zn. 4 


: > nan we of ow. RH Cas ot GG et oa iis oooh 


E---.Y 


Jed in > Now what are your £xds > Is your perſonal 


be your, deſig on, . Chriſtian, I cannot tell thee what 


that God may haye glotic by us, We hope, we aim 
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'T Wihat: Ye too lircle;he. will b xt Bott hone 
thy. Burden roo. I Pet. 5.7. Marth. 7. 28. 3 37 IO 
In the nex: place, let this put you'on the ſei us - Ki $ 
ſpeedy, and impartial ſearch and examination, ©* oY 
. Of your 2xds in defiring the removal of Fa, 1 % b by 
Rod, Is not this. your joyrit-cry, and the commdn + # 
"requeſt of 'yqur $2uls'to God, 'that his blows tay. 
ctaſe,and the bloody executioners of his wrath be cal- 


peace, the” worldly credit of; your' own' way, thke 
which you aim ar! char you may fir dowi'under 
your own Fines and Fiperees, as you have done". 3 
heretofore >''do your ends reach onely to your own. 3 
enjoy ments, cirker ſpirirual or remporal?' If ſoz you 28 
ate yer ſhore of that which is God's, and ſhould, 


lies at the bottont of thy heart, nor where thy ends 
are center*dz 1 car but propoſe theſe chings to thy 
Conſcience, and leayc ic there to be examined 'be- 
tween God and thy 'own Soul, The end of all divine 
actions and proyidences with relation to God him- 
ſelf is the fuller and more convincing manifeſtation F 
of the glory of all his Atrribuces, wherein he'is wont 2 
to make himſelf known to his creatures,” with rela "© 
tion to U53it is ro accompliſh his reyealed will, which 

1s our S anftification. Wherefore theſe dcGgnes of 
God; whoni we 'are bound to'imirate in all "things 
Imhjcable, ſhould be our Rule, both to dire and wr 

cern our ends'by, 

” Bur you may ſay: Why, we are content*to ly as 0bj. 0 
low as God would have us toly: to become any thing a 
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divide the Spoyl : and yet is not fool=hardie, to: 
ruſh on dangers, without a Commiſſion, The/e'are 
they which follow the Lamb whitherſoever be goeth 
Rev. 14.4+ They are not dragged 
they follow him, A Chriſtians will ſhould hang in |. 
Aquilibrio , with an indeterminable promprneſs | 

and readineſs to any thing that ſhall from God be [ 
diſcovercd co be his duty. Now, can youTejoyce 5x 
gribulation > May I ask you then, whence it comes! 


_ to paſs? Is it from the Comfort you find in it? Can | | 
you ſay, yau are at hearcs content eyenin the Bure |'+ 


4; ; +, - X” 
WW 


bat 
£3 


—_, would not be miſtaken here; I hayealready declar'd 
- _- my mind in this caſe, before, There is nothing 


- 


nace,bzcauſe you are there wich Chriſtfor is it from 
the Good you get by it? can you ſay,tharyou never 
wrought merrier than in thoſe golden Mines, where 
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- ehee down, but ſore againſt thy will : wouldſt thoy | 
ever have taken up this croſs, had not God neceſſh. | 


cated chee and even forc't it on thee? Brethren, 1 


in the Croſs it ſelf, chat can render it defireable 

| if be there, che 
Caſe is alter'd, 1f he be lifted up, he ſhall draw dll 
men to him, The Croſs is then thy Croſs, and thy 
dury lies in it : and certainly,Duty is deftreable, . on 
the ſame account that Idleneſs is deteſtable, Nay, 


what eyer it be that God hath plac't thy duty in, | 
-t is defireable for thy duties ſake, A true Sonlldier | 


had as liev fight the. Batre), being called to it, as to | 


at his heels, but 
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\- Youſay, You are contented to lye at Gods feet} 
= Butler me asktby heart now, Is it not,becauſe thoy 

> muſt be there, and canſt not help-it F God hath caſt | 
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youare ever and 
your lives under your Burde 
h | hid 


What good the Rod hath wo (7 on you : either _ 
' the voice of it, or the ſtroakso 


q God hath nor chaſtized you with dumb Blows, ing 


3 thy law, Pal. 94.12, This is 7 apc 


ſed effe& ithath wroughron you! Asſure as: 


"tion. And now that I am about to shutup all,and'to! -* 


ity you perceive in it? "_ | as an ſolve, I wilfbeay 
the eadigwariia of the Lord be iwſe & nts Carnie! } "oh | 
Tainſt hiys, If this be che remper of your roms; bis 
Kim alone torake it off, that laid it on : and though. 
whitcyer God doth in the world, he is wont to,do+ #7 
i roma rake heed of preſcribing means to him * I 
ole Prerogative it is to eleR his owne means,and” © | 4 
then to commiſſionate and impower them, Examine | by | 
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It's Hae ou beer. 
humbled and reformed by what you have [a9 and | 
ſuffered > Haye you been inſtrufted, reſolved, and | 
ſtrengthned by what you haye read or heard? Hath” 
God been ar all theſ: pains about you in vain?Hath' 
he been knocking on Awvils, andI beating the aji1? 


chat God hathcaken with youz.ob/ where's the Bleſ- al 


Souls (ſhall riſe at theJudomenc, theſe chingsshall riſe he 


wich you,either to your comfort or your condemn 


conclude my important Errand co you,Olet me'not” 
leave it in your Napkins, in your Papers, in your. 
Heads,] or in your Mouths onely;z but in yoar hearts 
and liyes / It grieves my ſoul to think that T Should T % ws | 


at 


beſtow ſo much of my time ic and labour to aggraya te 


(you. '0 wt: rk new how,” 
+ 2046 tO, prevent It 2 Dear! beloyed. in! he” © 
,ord.1 though wy meſſage to you be drawing to a 8, 
eri0e, ye "my Theme is ever full cowards you. Ik now. 
NS how to Jeaye you, for fear I should leave any 'of +. 
5; Kgun zort of my end and defire, Oh that I couldjn- - 
owt "A 4 om 1 --— Fu with you to remember God,your ſouls , 
ty J your Duty by, as long as you live | What 
wh Dt ty» what Sin haye you been convinc't of ? what 
i 4 have you made, and what have you found #» 
Have we been fishing,not onely all nighc,bur all this! » 
Þ year, and caught nothing? Whar ſfiricual weapon, 
_... what Experience, what courage, what victory, whar, 
 pracc haye you gotten or frengthned? ? oh fit down 
, Þ and Shake your "Nets ; ſee what you have gotten, 
EE” Shallafflictions from henceforth find you as naked, 
= and leave you asunreform'd and unreſolv'd, as if, 
D- [you had never heard a word:of the nature or uſe of 
 them?Ah my Brethren} cheſe are che things you haye 
adyentured hard for, that you have ha zzarded,and 
ic may loſt ſomthing for, and have you gotten no. 
"2M thing t ro-make itup again? Take this from me, You 
will never adventure allar ſuch a rates ſuch marchs 
dizing will certainly beggar your Profeſsion, 
.Laftly, his affords us matter of ſaddeſt Lamen. 
_eatton, and char on theſe'three Accounts, 
-."y +4;That we ſhould provoke God thus to deal with | 
wal -j us. We, the People of ſuch mercies anddeliverances 
whom God hath ſo highly honour'd and made the 
2 ' head and not the rail of the Nationsz whoſe part he 
* q " Ahab taken 2gainſt all theworld, and manifeſted his 
2 '. highaccount. of us in the face of our enemies, Sitrely. 
3 any Nation under Heaven might better have done 
_Kk n England, Tow onely have I known of all Jad 
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* 3 rhe place of Dragons. O that my head were ris 


 aigr ties, ay all offene 
{. that hath drawn out fuch. 2 > Food bem Mk | heh D _— 
us fit down and weep here ! we that even now y ver © 
ficting among the Lillies are now toft and torn a 

LN 
mong the chorns and briers, Our peace is broke 
both wich God and Man; our health and a_k 
declining like a Shadows we are ſore broken as in 


and mine eves a fountain of tears,that t might weep 
| day and night for the [lain of the daughter of m 
* people) O that? had iu the apa 5 a WR 4 
place of waifaring men |} that 1 might leave my e 
people and go from then. For they be all Adulterars 
_ Aſtembly of treacherous men! Ter, 9.12, | 
2, That weare no more ſenſible of the Rod, nor: 
betrered by ir, This is the ſaddef} judoment on this | 
fide Hell, co be given np to a hard heart, a ſpiricual # 
Lethargy; ; When Calls and Promiſes and Threac« Y "D 
nings and Judgmears will not wotk,he hath bur one Þ 
way more, asto viſible means, to make work with 
a People: Ruinie and Deſolation will make work,tuz 7 
ſad work ! Helland damnation. will make wor with /, 
the ſtubbotneſt heart that ever finned againſt God, | 
Ah ſinner ! there is a Rod chat will awaken thee; 
there are arrows that will pierce thee ; there are 
flames that will warm thcezrhere are Fiendsthar wil 
ſurely daunt thee, and chains that $hall bind thee” 
toall eternity; there'sa Diſcipline that $hall tame... 
thee, as mad and as wild as thou art. 
3. Laſtly, lament your poor Poſterities, who are 
. like ro inheric the curſeof our backſlidings, Methink | 
#81 it is a dreadful Text, Am: 4. 3. The Lord” 51 
Mi | | 4 at 
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Iren,. 4 nto th third; and fourth generation. 7” 
na y. ] the ns £0 come Ariſe and curſe. vs for) . 
| tl 11D 


4 ms ts ew Us 25 ; David fie his enemies, 
p/. al, . 109. 10, Let his children be continually Dani. 
$, 0 "ds. and beg. jt them ſeek their bread PIC 
0h and f their deſolate p Parr” ,Oh Sus Lifyour children W 
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